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There are few topics that over the last three decades of the church in America that have caused more controversy and more difficulty than the topic of the Holy Spirit and His activity among believers.  It will be impossible, in just 30-40 minutes, to deal with all the issues.  But tonight, I’m going to take a stab at addressing 3 overarching topics:

Who is the Holy Spirit & What is His Role in the Life of a Believer?

What are Spiritual Gifts and How Do They relate to Me?

What are the Controversies and Why?


As CVC’s primary teaching pastor, tonight, I will share what I believe Scripture teaches and how those things impact your life.

Who is the Holy Spirit & What is His Role in the Life of a Believer?

The Bible is our sourcebook for what God has to say about life in a way that makes sense of the issues we face.  Let’s begin with a foundational truth:

The Holy Spirit is God: He has equal attributes, personage, and power

Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God.” Acts 5:3-4

The doctrine of the Trinity -- that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are each equally and eternally the one true God -- is admittedly difficult to comprehend, and yet is the very foundation of Christian truth. Although skeptics may ridicule it as a mathematical impossibility, it is nevertheless a basic doctrine of Scripture as well as profoundly realistic in both universal experience and in the scientific understanding of the cosmos.

Both Old and New Testaments teach the Unity and the Trinity of the Godhead. The idea that there is only one God, who created all things, is repeatedly emphasized in such Scriptures as Isaiah 45:18: "For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; . . . I am the Lord; and there is none else." A New Testament example is James 2:19: "Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well; the devils also believe, and tremble."

The three persons of the Godhead are, at the same time, noted in such Scriptures as Isaiah 48:16: "I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; From the time that it was, there am I; and now the Lord God, and his Spirit, hath sent me." The speaker in this verse is obviously God, and yet He says He has been "sent both by The Lord God (that is, the Father) and by His Spirit (that is, the Holy Spirit).

The New Testament doctrine of the Trinity is evident in such a verse as John 15:26, where the Lord Jesus said: "But when the Comforter is come whom I will send unto you from the Father, He shall testify of me." Then there is the baptismal formula: "baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" (Matthew 28:19). One name (God) -- yet three names!

JESUS -- That Jesus, as the only-begotten Son of God, actually claimed to be God, equal with the Father, is clear from numerous Scriptures. For example, He said: "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty" (Revelation 1:8).

HOLY SPIRIT -- Some cults falsely teach that the Holy Spirit is an impersonal divine influence of some kind, but the Bible teaches that He is a real person, just as are the Father and the Son. Jesus said: "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will show you things to come" (John 16:13).

TRI-UNITY -- The teaching of the Bible concerning the Trinity might be summarized thus. God is a Tri-unity, with each Person of the Godhead equally and fully and eternally God. Each is necessary, and each is distinct, and yet all are one. The three Persons appear in a logical, causal order. The Father is the unseen, omnipresent Source of all being, revealed in and by the Son, experienced in and by the Holy Spirit. The Son proceeds from the Father, and the Spirit from the Son. With reference to God's creation, the Father is the Thought behind it, the Son is the Word calling it forth, and the Spirit is the Deed making it a reality.

The Holy Spirit has two primary roles in the pre-Christian world:

1) The Holy Spirit convicts the world concerning sin

But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment(John 16:7-8)

2) The Holy Spirit restrains evil in the world

For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.(II Thessalonians 2:7)

The Holy Spirit also has several roles in lives of believers in Christ:

1) He is the helper promised by Jesus(John 14:16-17)

2)   He baptizes us into the body of Christ (I Corinthians 12:13)

God’s game plan is not only to get people into heaven, but to also get Himself

into people on earth!

3)   He is received by faith in Christ (Galatians 3:14, 26-28)

4)   He seals our salvation (Ephesians 1:13)

5) He fills us (Ephesians 5:18, 3:16,19)

“To be filled with the Spirit means to let the

     Spirit possess and control you.

It means you let Him take your mind and think

     through it.

It means you let Him take your heart and feel

     through it.

It means you let Him take your conscience and

     judge through it.

It means you let Him take your tongue and

     speak through it.

It means you let Him take your will and act

     through it.

It means you let Him take your total personality 

and use it as He may please.”
(William Scroggie, Pastor of  Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh Scotland in early 1900’s)

6)  He gifts us for ministry (1 Cor. 12:7)

7) He gives us power to witness(I Cor. 2:12-13)

8)  He intercedes for us (Romans 8:26-27)

How the Holy Spirit Works in a Christian:

The Holy Spirit seals our position in Christ

Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.(Colossians 3:2-3)

The Holy Spirit establishes our principles in Christ

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. (John 17:17-19)

The Holy Spirit gives us power to live in Christ

You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.(Romans 8:9-14)

What are Spiritual Gifts?
How do you discover God’s good purpose your special assignment?  One important aspect of this, which we develop in more detail in Discovery 301 is to know your spiritual gift.  We see the identification and use of spiritual gifts as one of 5 key elements to spiritual health in the Body of Christ.  How do you know your spiritual gift?

Spiritual gift is “the supernatural ability to do something that edifies the body, equips the saints and glorifies God beyond a believer’s natural ability” Gifts force us to be confronted by God’s “awkward” placement of us in the body!  Can you grow?  You can, if you know!

8 Core Principles:

1) Given by grace

2) Beyond human ability

3) All have at least one

4) Given by God

5) Ministry works in harmony with gifts

6) We are responsible to God for use of gifts

7) Gifts do not mean maturity

8)   Exercise of gifts in humility and love

Why are there so many controversies?

Baptism in the Spirit & Speaking in Tongues are the two main controversies.  Tonight, I’ll provide some resources for your own study and then tell you where I, and by extension, CVC’s teaching stance, come down on these issues:
It's ironic that Christians have argued so much about the baptism of the Spirit, when the apostle Paul used it as one of his main arguments to prove that we are all united in Christ!

Some churches believe that the baptism of the Spirit is an experience different than initial salvation. They see it as a second experience that gives a person much greater spiritual power and boldness, and the ability to live a more victorious Christian life. Some groups teach that the baptism is accompanied by such signs as speaking in tongues.

The Bible does not actually use the term "baptism of the Spirit" very often. John the Baptist predicted that Jesus would come and baptize with the Spirit and with fire (Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33). In Acts 1:5, Jesus recalled John's words, and told His followers that they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from then. The spectacular events of the day of Pentecost ten days later seem to be the obvious fulfillment of His words (see Acts 2). The only other mention in Acts (11:16) refers back to Pentecost, explaining that Cornelius, the first Gentile convert, had an experience very similar to the Pentecost manifestations.

While these passages make it clear that the believers in Acts 2 experienced a baptism of the Spirit, we do not find a clear explanation of what that baptism means. Nor do we know whether there were other works of the Spirit that were happening at the same time.

The clearest explanation of the baptism appears in I Corinthians 12:13. Paul is dealing with a situation where the Corinthian church was splitting into factions over the issue of spiritual gifts. Overemphasis on certain spectacular gifts had led to the attitude that some people had the most desirable gifts, while others were deficient. In response, Paul exclaims, "We're all one! Don't divide up into cliques!" And to prove his point, he explains, "For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit" (I Corinthians 12:13).

His main point? All believers share the reality of being baptized by the Spirit.

What does it do? It makes us part of the body of Christ, the Church.

When did it happen? If every believer has been baptized in the Spirit, then it must happen at the moment you accept Christ and become a Christian.

Great Christians down through the years have often experienced dramatic encounters with God after salvation. There is no reason to deny that this is a genuine way that God works with His people. It is also true that equally devout, effective Christians have gone through life without such a "second work" of grace.

We may use whatever words we want to describe our experiences with God. But it is most accurate to say that the Bible uses "baptism of the Spirit" to refer to one of the wonderful things that God does for us the instant we trust Christ and enter His family!
Regarding Spiritual Gifts at CVC
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I Believe and Teach That…

God is sovereign and Lord over all.  God can and will do whatever He determines to do with His people.  His people, and His leaders, must be open to God’s leading and go where He goes.

God will never act in contradiction to His revealed Word, the Scriptures.

All the gifts listed in the Scripture are available for today and God can and does use them for His glory and work in the world.

Gifts glorify the Giver, NOT the user.  The fruit of the Spirit demonstrate maturity.  The gifts of the Spirit are for ministry to others within the body.  Gifts do not equal maturity.

Scriptures seem to describe a separate phenomenon from the spiritual gift of tongues; this is most commonly called a “prayer language.”  A prayer language is a private experience that God gives to some believers for their spiritual enrichment and benefit.

Spiritual leaders are accountable and responsible for order and health in the church.

In the church, health and order is of greater benefit than specific experiences or expressions.

I Do Not Believe or Teach That…

Public manifestations of the “sign” gifts at CVC will further the vision and calling of CVC.   Therefore, we ask for persons who believe they have those specific gifts to minister in appropriate contexts such as personal ministry individually or in small groups.

There is a “second blessing” or necessary “next step” of the Holy Spirit that makes someone more spiritual.  When someone receives Christ, they are baptized by the Holy Spirit and placed in the body of Christ.  A person who is saved has “all” of the Holy Spirit there is to have.  There is one “baptism” of the Spirit, and many “fillings.”  These are experiences in a believer’s life when the Holy Spirit moves in special ways because a believer yields in greater submission to God’s presence and purposes in their lives.  We have all of the Holy Spirit at salvation; what we need is to give Him all of us in a yielded heart. We are to be filled with the Spirit at all times by yielding to His presence and purposes in our lives.

Everyone can, should, or will have every gift or a private prayer language.  A believer who longs for or demands that another believer has the experience(s) they have is not freeing the Holy Spirit to do His unique and creative work in each of His children.

A particular experience or expression makes someone more spiritual.  Spiritual maturity is about yielding, submission, and obedience to Christ each day.  Spiritual maturity is evidenced by the fruit of the Spirit and conformity to the image of Christ.

To What End should all of this be?

9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:9-14)

