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Take the Next Step...
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In this series of teachings, I want to help us “Take the Next Step”.  You have heard the phrase “WWJD”(or “What would Jesus Do?”).  I’d like in this series for us to take the next step and consider LLJD: ”Living Like Jesus Did”.


Could we really live life knowing the will of God?  We can if we know the Father like Jesus knows Him. Over the next 4-5 sessions, we will learn how Jesus lived His life, and how we can be in that same “zone” He was in order to LLJD.  We can become who God designed us to be.  Through our obedience will come blessing and understanding.

“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him.  Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. Everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” (1 John 3:1-3, NIV)

Our self concept and identity is an important part of how we see our lives.  It also determines our behavior.  Who you are determines, in large measure, what you do.  A person cannot act, for very long, in contradiction to their basic self-concept.  The very first step in LLJD is “Knowing Whose You Are”

“Being a Christian is not just getting something, it is being someone” (Neil Anderson).

We live our lives in Christ

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.(I John 5:11-12)

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” (Colossians 2:6-7)

“We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.” (Colossians 1:28)

That’s a “Whole Lotta Life”!

I believe that the first chapters of Ephesians are the greatest single statement in the Bible on who we are as Christians.  In order for us to LLJD, we simply must understand who we are and who He was.  Tonight, I’d like to unpack much of Ephesians chapter 1 and Ephesians chapter 2 in order to establish our roots in Christ.

The Apostle Paul traveled around to churches on a regular basis.  It was his particular role to pray for, encourage and support these infant churches as they began.  One of his primary concerns was how they understood their identity.   At the end of several of these passages in the letter to the church at Ephesus, Paul included a prayer of his...it helps us to frame all that has preceded it...

“Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for Christians everywhere, I have never stopped thanking God for you. I pray for you constantly, asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you might grow in your knowledge of God. I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the wonderful future he has promised to those he called. I want you to realize what a rich and glorious inheritance he has given to his people. I pray that you will begin to understand the incredible greatness of his power for us who believe him..”(Ephesians 1:15-19a, NLT)


Now, let’s give you a “Top 10” List of Truths regarding who we are in Christ


1) We have been given spiritual blessings 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ”( Ephesians 1: 3)

Warren Wiersbe tells the story of how William Randolph Hearst once read of an extremely valuable piece of art, which he decided he must add to his extensive collection. He instructed his agent to scour the galleries of the world to find the masterpiece he was determined to have at any price. After many months of painstaking search, the agent reported that the piece already belonged to Mr. Hearst and had been stored in one of his warehouses for many years. 

2) We were chosen by God to be holy and blameless

“For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight. (Ephesians 1:4)

3) We have been adopted into God’s family

“In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will‑‑to the praise of His glorious grace, which He has freely given us in the One He loves.”(Ephesians 1:5-6)

The implications of this are huge!  We now have all the inheritance of the family.  Think you’d want to be adopted by Bill Gates?  Chump change compared to what God has for you

4) We have been bought and forgiven

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that He lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.” (Ephesians 1:7-8)

3 things happen here relating to Law/Grace...the ransom is paid, the curse is removed , and the bondage is released(Ryrie)

5) We know God’s will and are to live for His glory

“And He made known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ,  to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory.” (Ephesians 1:9-12)

6) We were secured in Christ when we believed

“And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.” (Ephesians 1:13-14)

7) We were spiritually dead.
“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.” (Ephesians 2:1-3)

STORY:  A scorpion, being a very poor swimmer, asked a turtle to carry him on its back across the river. “Are you mad?” exclaimed the turtle. “You’ll sting me while I’m swimming and I’ll drown.” “My dear turtle,” laughed the scorpion, “If I were to sting you, you would drown and I’d go down with you. Now where is the logic in that?” “You’re right,” cried the turtle. “Hop on.” The scorpion climbed aboard and halfway across the river gave the turtle a mighty sting. As they both sank to the bottom, the turtle, resigned, said, “Do you mind if I ask you something? You said there is no logic in your stinging me. Why did you do it?” “It has nothing to do with logic,” the drowning scorpion replied. “It’s just my nature.” 

8) We are now alive in Christ

“But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages He might show the incomparable riches of His grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:4-7)

9) We are God’s workmanship
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God‑‑not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:8-10)

10)  We have God’s Spirit living in us
“For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”(Ephesians 2:18-22)

In the OT, God dwelt with His people in the tabernacle; Jesus brought a new reality to earth when in John 1:14 it explains that “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”, so that now God’s glory, in Chirst was dwelling among them.  Now God’s glory dwells within us in His Spirit.

“What God chooses, He cleanses. What God cleanses, He molds. What God molds, He fills.  What God fills, He uses.” (J. Sidlow Baxter)

The first step in “Living Like Jesus Did”(LLJD) is to Know Whose You Are

“Living Like Jesus Did”: Choosing to Live in Christ

February 6, 2000


Let’s review a bit from last week:

1) We can live like Jesus Did if we know the Father like Jesus Did

2) Knowing Who’s You are Determines What You Do

3) We have received tremendous spiritual blessings in Christ (and that is where we must live)

Tonight, we’ll begin to address the reality of living our lives in Christ

Experiencing Life in Our New Natures:

When we are in Christ, we can determine to live in accordance with either nature.  Believers have a spiritual nature that has been reborn.  Non believers are spiritually dead.

We are made alive with the Spirit in Christ

“But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.” (Romans 8:10-11)

“There is so much more we would like to say about this. But you don’t seem to listen, so it’s hard to make you understand. You have been Christians a long time now, and you ought to be teaching others. Instead, you need someone to teach you again the basic things a beginner must learn about the Scriptures. You are like babies who drink only milk and cannot eat solid food. And a person who is living on milk isn’t very far along in the Christian life and doesn’t know much about doing what is right. Solid food is for those who are mature, who have trained themselves to recognize the difference between right and wrong and then do what is right.” (Hebrews 5:11-14, NLT)

Living in Christ is a choice

This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to Him. (Deuteronomy 30:19-20a)
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.”(John 3:19-21)

Living like Jesus did means receiving His gifts

“I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection! But I keep working toward that day when I will finally be all that Christ Jesus saved me for and wants me to be.” (Philippians 3:12, NLT)

“Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is a child of God. And everyone who loves the Father loves his children, too. We know we love God’s children if we love God and obey his commandments. Loving God means keeping his commandments and really, that isn’t difficult. For every child of God defeats this evil world by trusting Christ to give the victory.” (1 John 5:1-4, NLT)

“And God has actually given us his Spirit (not the world’s spirit) so we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us. When we tell you this, we do not use words of human wisdom. We speak words given to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit’s words to explain spiritual truths. But people who aren’t Christians can’t understand these truths from God’s Spirit. It all sounds foolish to them because only those who have the Spirit can understand what the Spirit means.” (I Corinthians 2: 12-14,NLT)

Freedom from our old natures comes through submission to our new nature!

John 8:31-32....”Jesus told the people who had faith in Him, “If you keep on obeying what I have said, you truly are my disciples.  You will know the truth and the truth will set you free!”(CEV)

In the same way that a stunting of physical growth would sadden us, so it is painful to see a Christian who has not moved beyond spiritual infancy.  God has designed us to “grow up” into Christlikeness.

Jesus gave two “touchstone” commands to His followers.  When asked the greatest commandment, His clear answer was  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind.  This is the first and most important commandment.  The second most important commandment is like this one.  And it is, “Love others as much as you love yourself”(Matthew 22:37-39, CEV)

"The Church, properly understood, is being fashioned by God for one overriding purpose-to demonstrate and proclaim to all men for all time what God is like.  That is, to proclaim and demonstrate God's glory.”  (Marv Rosenthal)

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.(Hebrews 4:12-13)

How are you walking?

“Living Like Jesus Did: Walking the Walk”

February 20, 2000

Let’s review a bit from last two sessions:

1)  We can live like Jesus Did if we know the Father like Jesus Did

2)  Knowing Who’s You are Determines What You Do

3) We have received tremendous spiritual blessings in Christ(and that is where we must    live)

4) Living Like Christ can only happen through the power of the Holy Spirit

5) We choose whether to walk in the “old nature” or the “new nature”

Theme Verse:  “Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.” (I John 2:6)

Walking like Jesus means hearing the Father’s voice

“Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these. For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.” (John 5:19-27)

Walking Like Jesus walked means bearing one another’s burdens
Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, for each one should carry his own load. (Galatians 6:1-5)

Walking like Jesus walked means loving like Jesus loved

“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.”(Romans 12:9-16)

“Living Like Jesus Did:  Go to Deep Water “

March 5, 2000

Let’s review a bit from last three sessions:

1)  We can live like Jesus Did if we know the Father like Jesus Did

2)  Knowing Who’s You are Determines What You Do

3) We have received tremendous spiritual blessings in Christ(and that is where we must    live)

4) Living Like Jesus Did can only happen through the power of the Holy Spirit

5) We choose whether to walk in the “old nature” or the “new nature”

6) Living Like Jesus Did means hearing the Father’s voice

7) Living Like Jesus Did means bearing one another’s burdens

8)   Living like Jesus Did means loving like Jesus loved
Theme Verse:  “Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.” (I John 2:6)

Living Like Jesus Did means confronting Sin with Grace and Truth

John 1:17 tells us that grace and truth come from Christ.  Confronting disobedience means dealing with sin in our own lives and in the lives of others with both grace and truth.

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.(Matthew 7:1-6)

“I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat. What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? God will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked man from among you.” (I Corinthians 5:9-13)

“Spiritual Hernia”(from Dennis Peacocke)...when we try to fix someone that God hasn’t called or equipped us to fix.  Doing heavy lifting when we shouldn’t

Living Like Jesus Did means living within your assignment

“Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these. For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.(John 5:19-23)

“We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but will confine our boasting to the field God has assigned to us, a field that reaches even to you. We are not going too far in our boasting, as would be the case if we had not come to you, for we did get as far as you with the gospel of Christ. Neither do we go beyond our limits by boasting of work done by others. Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our area of activity among you will greatly expand, so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you. For we do not want to boast about work already done in another man’s territory. But, “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.” For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.” (II Corinthians 10:13-18)

Two Closing Thoughts:

“If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. (John 14:16-20)

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” (I Peter 2:9-10)

Acknowledge the teaching ministry of Dennis Peacocke and Neil Anderson
