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Why do bad things happen to good people?  Why does tragedy come to the lives of Christian?  Shouldn't Christians be protected from suffering?  In our time together, I want to share with you what lessons we can learn from personal pain.  I want to lift up what God's Word says to us so that those of us who are in pain right now may be comforted and encouraged, those of us who have hurts and sorrow from the past still digging into our soul may be ministered to; and that we all may be prepared for the trials and sufferings that will undoubtedly come in the future.


Both this week and next we will be looking throughout the Scriptures, but this week will bring particular focus toward the experience of Job.  Most people believe that Job was a contemporary of Abraham, that the book of Job may actually have been the first book actually written in the Old Testament.  Join with me as we hear his story.

I.  Job 1:1-5  Job a righteous man.  Satan comes to God, accusing God of protecting Job so that faith is for Job meaningless.  God allows Satan to afflict Job, but prevents any torment by Satan...he only had power to change Job's circumstances but not his Spirit.

II.  Job 1:21-22  Job's initial reaction to loss of property, family.  Job 2:7-10  Job's unwillingness to curse God and die.

III.  The remainder of the book of Job is a collection of speeches that three friends make to Job and Job's response to them.  These speeches tell Job the typical reasons why all of this tragedy has come into his life......: Either 1) He has sinned or  2) His family has sinned.  These were the same reasons the disciples assumed for the man born blind in the New Testament.  Job never curses God, but he does rue the day of his birth and challenges God to explain Himself

IV.  Finally, Job 42:1-6 Job repents and receives the comfort of God.  Job is restored with twice as much in his latter days as he had prior to his time of suffering.


Many people have struggled with the book of Job in relationship to their own suffering.  Job seems to suggest that suffering is a matter of some cosmic roll of the dice..somehow it is a Nintendo game between God and Satan...and we're the poor victims.  I don't believe that at all.  I believe that we can learn together from the Scriptures this week and next how suffering fits into the Christian life and I want to show you several anchors that you can build into your life now to heal the past, soothe the present, and prepare for the future.

1.  James 1:13.  God is Holy.  He never uses evil, and therefore is not the cause of bring evil into your life.  The book of Job does portray a specific believer being tested by pain in His life.  I do believe there are times when God allows us to experience suffering and even on occasion brings discipline into our lives for our growth.  This however, as we will see next, is not the typical reason for suffering.  However...

2.  I Peter 2:20-21.  Christians are never promised freedom from pain in Scripture.  In fact, suffering is often considered normative for believers.  Job knew this when he was willing to bless God in both prosperity and in lack.  He was unwilling to demand a relationship with God which required Job's comfort as a pay-off.  Is our relationship with God on the basis of whether our lives are satisfactory to us????

3.  James 1:2-4.  Suffering itself, the very process of pain, brings forth growth in our character and foundation of faith.  God often becomes most real in our worst times...the self wants the flesh gratified...yet Christ wants the flesh crucified.  As we walk with Him through the pain-filled valleys of life, we become able to climb mountains of faith.  Job became a figure of faith because of his steadfastness during trials and suffering.  Some of you have become that in our midst by your experience of suffering and the character of your faith.

                    THE PARABLE OF TOMORROW

In her beautiful poem, "The Parable of Tomorrow," Ruth Gibbs 

Zwall offers this description of the Savior's precious leading: 

"I looked at the mountain.  'It is too hard, Lord.' I said; 'I 

cannot climb.'  'Take My hand,' He whispered; 'I will be your 

strength.'  I saw the road.  'It is too long, Lord,' I said; 'so 

rough and long.'  'Take My love,' He answered; 'I will guard 

your feet.'  I looked at the sky.  'The sun is gone,' I said; 

'already it grows dark.'  'Take the lantern of My Word,'  He 

whispered; 'that will be light enough.'  We climbed.  The road 

was narrow and steep, but the way was bright.  And when the 

thorns reached out, they found His hand before they touched my 

own.  And when my path grew rough, I knew it was His love that 

kept my feet from stumbling.  Then I grew very tired.  'I can go 

no farther, Lord,' I said.  He answered, 'Night is gone.  Look 

up, My child.'  I looked and it was dawn.  Green valleys 

stretched below.  'I can go on alone now,' I said ‑ and then I 

saw the marks.  'Lord, Thou are wounded.  Thy hands are 

bleeding.  Thy feet are bruised.  Was it for me?'  He whispered, 

'I did it gladly.'  Then I fell at His feet.  'Lord, lead me 

on,' I cried.  'No road too long, no valley too deep, if Thou 

art with me.'  We walk together now and shall forever!" 


My particular ache of the heart this morning is for those of you who carry in your minds and bodies suffering which has threatened to seperate you from God.  He wants so desperately this morning to reach out to you and bring comfort to you.  The first step to receiving His comfort is both the hardest and the longest.  It means letting go of darkness and taking a step towards the light..but it is an unkown until you make the first step.

SUFFERING                                                    2.1

                  THE COMPANIONSHIP OF CHRIST

The attitude of David Livingstone is seen in this account: "In 

1896, Glasgow University conferred on {the famous missionary} 

the degree of Doctor of Laws.  As Dr. Livingstone rose to speak, 

he was received in respectful silence.  He was gaunt and haggard 

as a result of hardships in tropical Africa.  His left arm 

crushed by a lion, hung helplessly at his side as he announced 

his resolve to return to Africa, without misgiving and with 

great gladness.  He added, 'Would you like me to tell you what 

supported me through all the years of exile among a people whose 

language I could not understand, and whose attitude toward me 

was often uncertain and often hostile?  It was this: "Lo, I am 

with you always, even unto the end of the age."  On these words 

I staked everything, and they never failed!'" 

SUFFERING, ACCEPTING                                         3.1

                  WHAT BRINGS THE MOST GLORY?

The Norwegian theologian Ole Hallesby said we should pray 

something like this:  "Lord, if it will be to Your glory, heal 

suddenly.  If it will glorify You more, heal gradually; if it 

will glorify You even more, may your servant remain sick awhile; 

and if it will glorify Your name still more, take him to 

Yourself in heaven." 

