Oasis Series on 1 John, 2008
Overview, January 9, 2008
The Author:  The Apostle John
• Wrote more books of the New Testament than anyone except Paul

• Outlived all the other Apostles

• Nickname: “The Apostle of Love
• Used “love” more than any other Bible writer (80 times!  35 times in 1 John alone!)

• But his first nickname was “Son of THUNDER”!
Pastor John Macarthur says -- “as a young man, along with his brother james, john was the most sectarian, narrow-minded, unbending, and personally zealous of all the disciples.  He behaved like an extremist, a bigot, a harsh man.  In his early years he was the most unlikely candidate to be remembered as the apostle of love.”

Couple vignettes from john’s  early life. 

In luke chapter 9, jesus is getting ready to go into a village of samaritans.  There is tension.  They do not want jesus to come into their village.  Here is john’s solution.  He says; “lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven to destroy them?”  And jesus turns and rebukes him!

Another example.  One day john meets some new disciples of jesus. They are casting out demons in jesus name, healing people. And john comes running to jesus and says-- good news, you’l;ll love this. What;s the good news?  John says-- i found some other followers of you out there.  So i rebuked them and told them to stop it right now.  Came back to tell you! And jesus has to rebuke john again and says-- a little unclear on the concept, john-- i want new disciples. And this blows john’s mind.  He goes-- new disciples?  A chapter of this club i’m not a part of? Mark chapter 9-- jesus appears to john --and peter and james -- on a mountaintop in his full glory-- the transfiguration.  So when john comes down the mountain what is he discussing with the other two?

Whether he is the greatest disciple of jesus or not.  It’s like-- they’re bragging about who is the most humble!  It’s like those little remora parasite fish --thinking people at the aquarium are looking at them instead of the shark!  Aren’t we special!  The shark’s fine-- but which of us is the greatest remora? Again jesus has to rebuke him.  Again john does not get it.  Because just a few verses later, in mark 10, john has his mommy go to jesus for him and say-- now jesus-- can my son john sit on a throne next to yours in your kingdom?  And jesus has to say-- “you have no idea-- what you are asking for is to be vice president of suffering. Because people will hate me.”  And john;s so ambitious he says-- “that’s fine.”  He even says-- “i can drink your cup of suffering.  That’s how studly i am!”

John at the Cross…Jesus wanders back….after having to rebuke him so many times…Jesus tells him, “Take care of my mom for me”.  Peter gets asked to take care of the church.  But to harsh, ambitious John he says, “take care of mom”.  That’s all we know of John until he is an old man…he just takes care of Jesus’ mom.  Then John stays alive and all the other apostles start dying…by the time John writes, he is the elder statesman and has his stuff worked out….here is a huge lesson from that:  
MY FAILURES ARE NOT FINAL!  I CAN CHANGE!
Here are some Key Words and additional overview from 1 John:

Key Words: ‘KNOW’
“John’s main concern is that we know – really know – whether we are on the right track with God”  WM Barclay 
Key Words: ‘GOD’  God is light…God is love

Here is what Walking With God Produces… 

A CLEAN LIFE 

(1-2:11)        Living In The Light

A DISCERNING LIFE  (2:12-2:27)   Staying In The Light

Developing an Authentic Walk With God 2:1-17)

Counterfeit Christianity: Staying on Course During Tough Times  2:18-28

What’s your source of truth for the spiritual journey? Do you look at the Bible as simply a set of good suggestions, a combination of folklore and advice? The Bible claims to be more than that, it claims to be from God himself, a unique product of divine inspiration, that the Spirit of God so superintended the authors of the Bible that they wrote the very words of God, God’s revealed truth. Nothing else in world-no other book, no preacher or teacher, no theologian, no church can make that claim.  If we want to have joy in the journey we must have the right source.

A LOVING LIFE  
(2:28-4:21)  
Walking In Love

Learning to Live a Life of Love  (3) Experiencing (1-10) & Giving (11-24) God’s Love

JOHN’S GOT A LOT OF ZEAL FOR GOD BUT NO LOVE FOR PEOPLE.

KEY VERSE TO THIS WHOLE BOOK:   READY?  FIRST JOHN 3:16.  NOT JOHN 3:16-- THIS IS JUST AS IMPORTANT-- FIRST JOHN 3:16.

“THIS IS HOW WE KNOW WHAT LOVE IS: 

CIRCLE THAT.  HERE IT COMES.  DEFINITION OF TRUE LOVE.

“JESUS CHRIST LAID DOWN HIS LIFE FOR US. AND WE OUGHT TO LAY DOWN OUR LIVES FOR OUR BROTHERS.”  1 JOHN 3:16   

TAKE THIS ONE VERSE AND UNWRAP IT-- YOU’LL FIND THE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING ALL OF FIRST JOHN.  AND IF YOU MISS THIS, YOU CAN MISUNDERSTAND THE WHOLE BOOK.

A CONFIDENT LIFE  (5)  

Walking In faith/Confidence

“I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have in approaching God...” 1 john 5:13   

Four Results:  4 Times In This Book, John Uses The Phrase “We Write This So That...”
• REFRESHED JOY.

   “We write this so that our joy may be complete.”  1 john 1:4  
• RELEASED GUILT.
 “My dear children, i write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the father in our defense --jesus christ, the righteous one.”  1 john 2:1   

• RECLARIFIED TRUTH
“I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray.”  1 john 2:26   
• RENEWED CONFIDENCE
 “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the son of god so that you may know that you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have in approaching God...” 1 john 5:13   

Authentic Christianity on Display

1 John 1

February 2008 Oasis

I believe that both traditional and modern scholarship are persuasive in concluding that this is a letter from the apostle John, one of the twelve who followed Christ in his ministry on earth, and probably the youngest of them. He was the brother of James, one of the sons of Zebedee, or one of the Sons of Thunder as they are called at one point by the Lord because of their fiery personalities. It was this man who wrote the Gospel according to John; the three letters 1, 2, and 3 John; and the Revelation.

First John is a book of basics. John is not interested in intricate, complicated new theories on the Christian message. He is interested in saying again the central, eternal, foundational, unchanging things. He is committed to the premise that every Christian truth is always to be associated with every other Christian truth. You cannot isolate one biblical idea from another biblical idea, emphasize one and minimize another. That is not permitted. Everything must be held together. So if we would speak of the Spirit, we must also speak of the body and the tangible world. If we would speak of our standing before God, we must also speak of our behavior in life. If we would speak of truth, we must also speak of love.

Alfred Hitchcock once said in an interview, there are only two kinds of film directors-- simplifiers or complicators.  The great ones are always simplifiers.  Well, the same is true of storytellers or pastors.  The gnostics were great complicators.  John was a simplifier. And here he simplifies what had been confusing them.
But John was concerned about situations in cities other than those addressed in his Gospel. While Christians were expelled from synagogues and betrayed by the Jewish community in Smyrna (Rev 2:9-10) and Philadelphia (Rev 3:7-9), they were tempted with the heresy of compromise elsewhere, including compromise with idolatry advocated by false prophets (Rev 2:14-15, 20-23; cf. 1 Jn 4:1; 5:21). The form of idolatry may have especially been the imperial cult, to which people in the East needed to show their loyalty or pay serious consequences (cf. Rev 13:14-15), possibly including death (1 Jn 3:16). First John could address a community like Ephesus, where the *church had expelled the false teachers but needed love for one another (Rev 2:2-4).

On the one hand, the issue in view might be simply some false prophets (1 Jn 4:1-6) advocating compromises with the imperial cult to save one’s life. On the other hand, the issue might be one of the heresies that was developing toward full-blown *Gnosticism. Docetists believed that Christ was divine but only seemed to become human (cf. 4:2); Cerinthians (followers of Cerinthus) believed that the *Christ-*Spirit merely came on Jesus, but denied that he was actually the one and only Christ (cf. 2:22). Gnostics also tended to define sin in various ways, hence some Gnostics believed that they were incapable of committing real sins, although their bodies could engage in behavior non-Gnostic Christians considered sinful. Any of the above backgrounds fits the letter itself; thus the commentary mentions all of them at relevant points below. But one point is beyond dispute: the primary troublemakers are clearly “secessionists,” people who had been part of the Christian community John addresses but who had withdrawn from that community. John advocates testing the spirits by two main tests: a moral-ethical test (keeping the commandments, especially love of the Christian community) and a faith test (the right view of Jesus).


So John 1:1-4 sets the tone for these realities:

-we have heard, seen, touched (vs. 1)

John says, "I'm an old man now, and I'm the last one who can say this, but I was there. And the one I knew in Galilee and Judea of old was Life itself, sent into the world. He was before the beginning, and he lasts forever. And in him the reign of death is over."

-life appeared, we now proclaim it/eternal life(vs. 2)

-proclaim so that we may have fellowship with you and with Father/Son (vs. 3)

Fellowship is the certain conviction, based on the biblical announcement, that we will never be alone. If we know Christ, we are part of a community of people who all share the same life. We are all wanderers in the wilderness who have come and sat next to one another around the same fire. The reason we're together in fellowship is because we're all related to the Father and to his Son Jesus Christ; we have all found life in him. We belong to each other, we have come to the same source of life. We are part of a family. And however lonely we may feel, however cut off, however frightened, however much at a loss, it is never true that we are alone. God's presence, even when it feels infinitely far away, never changes, never diminishes, and never goes away

-write this to make our joy complete

NEXT VERSES dive right in..

-vs 5: God is light, and in Him there is no darkness (Holiness of God, perfection)

-vs 6-7 Can’t be in fellowship (koinonia) and walk in the dark.  If we walk in the light, we have fellowship with each other and Jesus’ blood purifies us from sin

-vss. 8-10. If we claim no sin, we are deceived.  If we confess(agreement with God), He is faithful (this part does not depend on us!) and just (meaning He will do what is in accordance with justice), forgive us AND purify us.  If we claim no sin, we are calling God a liar

If someone can destroy our Christian faith, can take away the real Jesus and give us some substitute in return, then woe is us. That is why I appreciate the old man with his memories, his preaching and his witness, who is going to take on the deceivers, tell us what is really true, and bring us back to basic Christianity, to life itself manifested in Christ.

What is the Bottom Line of Life?

Oasis, March 2007

I John 2



What are the rules of this game? What does God want from me? What is the one thing that is the most important to God? When I die, how will I know if my life was a success?

Remember that John’s readers are being heavily influenced by the early Gnostic teachers who had a very complicated theology. The Gnostics taught that you had to believe their secret teachings and perform certain secret rituals and attain levels of spirituality that had to do with tests and secret knowledge. It was all extremely complicated.

So john simplifies.  He calls the people back to the bottom line of life. 
Let’s look at verses 1-6:

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for£ the sins of the whole world.

3We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. 4The man who says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5But if anyone obeys his word, God’s love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: 6Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.

Don’t SIN

Jesus Atoned for our sins

We know Him if we obey Him

You say you know Him?  Obey?

Claim to live in Him?  Walk as 
DO WHAT JESUS DID.  

Verses 7-14
Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 8Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining.  9Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. 10Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him£ to make him stumble. 11But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him. 12    I write to you, dear children,  because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name. 3    I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning.I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one.  I write to you, dear children, because you have known the Father.  I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.
LOVE is the bottom line….CHOOSE HOW TO LOVE….
GREATEST COMMAND:

Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

37Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’£ 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’£ 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:36-40)
john is saying--the goal of the christian life is to for us to love as God loves.

We need to love as God loves (verses 8-11)

Vs. 12ff Chronology of spiritual growth…children (sins have been forgiven), fathers (known Him), young men (overcome the evil one).  Then goes back through the list with different things (children-known the Father, fathers-Known the Son, young men-strong, word of God lives within, overcome evil one)

NOW….we chose what to love AND what NOT to love…

Vss. 15-19

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 18Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us.

DON’T LOVE THE WRONG THINGS…

1)  Cravings…physical appetites, coveting

2) Lusting of eyes…not just guy problem sexually, but 

3) Boastings…pride and arrogance of ownership/activities

like the two texas ranch owners talking, one of them says i have 600 cattle and the biggest brand-- i¹m at the lazy b double t ranch. Second guy says, ³that¹s nothing!   I¹m at the double d, triple bar, lazy s, triple w, dotted line ranch.² first guy¹s impressed, says, ³wow!  How many cattle do you have?!² second guy says, ³not very many.  Very few survive the branding.²

John says: the world and its desires pass away, (they do not last.  All three fade) --but the man who does the will of god lives forever.  1 john 2:17  john is saying that the world has an expiration date.


VERSES 20-29

20But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.£ 21I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. 22Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son. 23No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 24See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25And this is what he promised us—even eternal life. 26I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 27As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in him.  28And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. 29If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.

ANNOINTING comes with your Salvation

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:12-14)

We know the truth…

But we have an enemy who desires to deceive us….he denies that Jesus is the Christ


i am writing these things to you about those trying to lead you astray. 1 john 2:26   

False teachers trying to lead you astray. this has always been a problem with the truth…the introduction of false teaching.  Cults. you know, we tend to discount the seriousness of false teaching because in our culture we are all about tolerance.

Some people think there¹s no such thing as false teaching.

It doesn¹t really matter what anyone believes.

But it does matter what you believe-- why? Because action follows belief.

Belief produces action-- so belief is important. believe weird things, you¹ll act in weird ways. Believe off base things and you¹ll act in off base ways. for example-- believe it¹s ok to murder in the name of the lord and you¹ll end up killing us congressmen like jim jones did when they came to investigate his cult in guyana. believe spaceships will come to pick you and your friend and you¹ll end up like the tragic victims of the nike cult in san diego, who drank poisoned koolaid so the aliens could pick up their bodies. you say-- those are extreme examples. Ok-- believe that god loves you, but he¹ll really love you if you just kept a certain list of rules-- or if you just pretended you were happy all the
time-- and all your joy will slowly be drained until you are a bitter, burned out shell of a christian..


False teachers have been leading people astray for years.  Here are some key things:

1)  False teaching comes in cycles.  It is “a” last hour. Anti-Christ is “other” Christs…MANY of them

2) False teaching starts in the church…Jim Jones (1978)…1 John 2:19b

3) False teaching ends up in cults….isolation, typically a “prophet” style person who claims special authority..LIAR (I John 2:22)

RAY STEDMAN:

³anytime you condition men to take their truth secondhand through some other
individual, some line of men standing in succession above them, you have
conditioned them to accept falsehood as well if it starts from the top. That
is why hierarchies go astray so quickly and so easily.

³you do not need to have a scholar interpreting the word of god for you. You
are not dependent on scholars. You can be grateful for them, you can read
their very helpful comments, and the lord will use them to teach you
something, but you are not dependent upon them, for the holy spirit can
instruct you.

³you are to open the word, listen to the holy spirit in it, listen to others
as the holy spirit has taught them, and then, obey that which the spirit
confirms to your heart is the truth.²

CLOSE VERSES 27-29….

I John 3:  April 2008 Oasis

Be Like Jesus….

Basketball fans recognize Michael Jordan as one of the greatest ever…phrase, “Be Like Mike!”….

Disciples of Jesus should recognize that we are called to BE LIKE JESUS!

Verses 1-3….we don’t know the end from the beginning, except we know that when He appears, we will be like Him….when we focus on HIM, that is transforming…

But what about our Sin nature? (verses 4-10)
-Sin causes us to break the law (Galatians…law leads us to recognize need for savor)

-Word for seen is more than “saw”…it is perceive, behold,

-verse 9 key

John draws a contrast between sin and the new nature, showing the difference of one who abides in Christ and one who does not know Him. Purity of life is possible for the Christian. Spiritual lawlessness is the nature of sin. The real Christian is distinguished by his habit of living righteously before God. When we become Christians we give up spiritual lawlessness, or unrighteousness. The natural man lives independent of God and does nothing but his own natural will. God’s demands are for righteousness. Those who practice and live habitually in sin are followers of Satan. John presents a very positive position on this. Jesus Himself said that by their fruits you shall know them. Why we bring dishonor on the name of Christ, by trying to weaken the position of the Word regarding sin and the natural man and the positive identification of the Christian, is a mystery. Let us hate what God hates—sin—and let us love those things that God loves in a positive approach to Christian living. Let us not try to produce our own brand of half-new-man/half-old-man type of person and try to make him fit for heaven. Every creature lives according to its nature. Man has a fallen nature, the nature of sin, and that nature can do nothing but sin. This is the reason Jesus said to Nicodemus, “You must be born again.” In the new nature the divine nature is imparted; it is the nature of eternal life. The believer has two natures, the old and the new. Often, through failure and stumbling, the Christian will find he has acted according to the flesh rather than according to the spiritual nature. The new nature will never lead us into sin, for the Word teaches that this new nature is divine and imparted to us by God, and being divine and holy it is impossible for it to sin. Through temptation, Satan constantly tries to weaken the position of the Christian with the old nature. That is why it is so important to know the Word and be filled with the Holy Spirit, that we might have discernment and through faith and courage, never permit Satan to weaken our position by manifesting that “old nature.” The same faith that saved us from sin will keep us by the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us not be bound by fear, but serve Christ in love which casts out fear. Fear of falling renders us ineffective for all we should be for God. Let us move ahead in the grace of God, loving and serving until Jesus comes.
God’s Way of Love… (verses 11-24)

-we should love one another….passing from death to life (vss. 11-15)

-love is exemplified by Jesus…”so loved the world that He GAVE”….vs. 18-actions and truth…

-heart condition is the key (above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life Proverbs 4:23)

-we receive what we ask if we obey His commands….ALIGNMENT

-Listen to the voice of the Spirit..

The New Testament essence of righteousness is love, the desire to seek to help others. Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another, as I have loved you.” The natural man (and it is also true of false cults) stresses and practices having a loving disposition through self-improvement. But the love of which John speaks is exclusively of God. The natural man cannot possess it for it is a divine love, loving the brethren, others in the family of God. Can you imagine what our churches would be like if this were practiced today? It is a test of divine nature. “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren.” Our problem too often has its roots in the sorrowful source, that too many are trying to hold positions and govern the church who do not belong to the true family of God, thus their interests are not rooted in love for God, love for His Son or love for His church. Love for the brethren is absent where there is no true love as Christ meant it to be. The world knows nothing of divine love. John illustrates this fact by Cain. He slew his brother because Cain’s works were evil and his brother Abel was righteous. Hating our brother is evidence that one is in a state of death. We know because Christ laid down His life for us, and such love is manifested toward our brother in a practical Christian manner.
D. Results of Righteousness (1 John 3:19–4:6)
1. “And by this we know that we are of the truth.”
Love leads us to obedience and gives us confidence before God. The fruit of love is growing in the Christian life and assures us of the reality of our relationship to God through Jesus Christ, His Son. We have confidence that through our lives we are pleasing God and that prayer will be answered. The proper outcome of faith in Jesus Christ is obedience to God in every area of our lives. The presence of Christ and the Holy Spirit is a reality.
1 John 4:  May Oasis (Craig Teaching)
Turn in your Bibles to I John chapter 4

The Author:  The Apostle John
• Wrote more books of the New Testament than anyone except Paul

• Outlived all the other Apostles

• Nickname: “The Apostle of Love
• Used “love” more than any other Bible writer (80 times!  35 times in 1 John alone!)

• But his first nickname was “Son of THUNDER”!
A DISCERNING LIFE  

A LOVING LIFE  
 
Walking In Love

KEY VERSE TO THIS WHOLE BOOK:   READY?  FIRST JOHN 3:16.  NOT JOHN 3:16-- THIS IS JUST AS IMPORTANT-- FIRST JOHN 3:16.

“THIS IS HOW WE KNOW WHAT LOVE IS: 

 HERE IT COMES.  DEFINITION OF TRUE LOVE.

“JESUS CHRIST LAID DOWN HIS LIFE FOR US. AND WE OUGHT TO LAY DOWN OUR LIVES FOR OUR BROTHERS.”  1 JOHN 3:16   
“The Shack”
TAKE THIS ONE VERSE AND UNWRAP IT-- YOU’LL FIND THE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING ALL OF FIRST JOHN.  AND IF YOU MISS THIS, YOU CAN MISUNDERSTAND THE WHOLE BOOK.

A CONFIDENT LIFE  (5)  

Walking In faith/Confidence

GREATEST COMMAND:

Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

37Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’£ 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’£ 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:36-40)

John is saying--the goal of the Christian life is to for us to love as God loves.

False teachers have been leading people astray for years.  Here are some key things:

4)  False teaching comes in cycles.  It is “a” last hour. Anti-Christ is “other” Christs…MANY of them

5) False teaching starts in the church…Jim Jones (1978)…1 John 2:19b

6) False teaching ends up in cults….isolation, typically a “prophet” style person who claims special authority..LIAR (I John 2:22)

-Listen to the voice of the Spirit..

The New Testament essence of righteousness is love, the desire to seek to help others. Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another, as I have loved you.” The natural man (and it is also true of false cults) stresses and practices having a loving disposition through self-improvement. But the love of which John speaks is exclusively of God. The natural man cannot possess it for it is a divine love, loving the brethren, others in the family of God. Can you imagine what our churches would be like if this were practiced today? It is a test of divine nature. “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren.” Our problem too often has its roots in the sorrowful source, that too many are trying to hold positions and govern the church who do not belong to the true family of God, thus their interests are not rooted in love for God, love for His Son or love for His church. Love for the brethren is absent where there is no true love as Christ meant it to be. The world knows nothing of divine love. 
 (1 John 3:19–4:6)
    This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence  whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 

    Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. [24] Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 
    [4:1] Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. [2] This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, [3] but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 

    [4] You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. [5] They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. [6] We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

Take your teaching notes

I. Spiritual Discernment: 1 John 4:1-6

Challenges to the gospel and the flourishing of new religious movements seem commonplace. John encourages discernment of these movements by every congregation. 

Two spirits are active in this world: the Spirit of Truth and the spirit of falsehood.

There is the Spirit who comes from God, who glorifies and elevates his Son, Jesus Christ;

And there is the spirit of the antichrist which is welcomed by the world and sabotages the truth about Jesus. 

----John’s first test: 1 John 4:2-3 

    This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, [3] but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 

The Spirit of God always glorifies the Son of God

Behind these words John is urging three things about our belief

1. That the man Jesus of Nazareth is indeed the divine Word of God

2. That Jesus Christ was and is fully divine as well as fully human

3. That Jesus is the sole source of eternal life, he alone reveals the Father to us and atones for our sins

----Johns’s second Test: what the world thinks about them.

1 John 4:4-6 

    You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. [5] They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. [6] We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 



Who celebrates this teaching? Who is following this teaching. Believers or the world. 

There is a genuine hostility to God in the world, a place where the forces of evil and hostility are marshaled. In fact in 5:19 John says the wolrd is under the power of the evil one. 

So it is the response of the church, the community of true believers, that can test the veracity of a word from the Lord. God’s people know his voice –like sheep with a shepherd (John 10:4ff) ---and their corporate judgment should be trusted.   

John’s command to test the spirits is apt for our generation since there are so many competing claims to religious truth today. Cults sects and new religious movements are everywhere. 

Here’s the twist. Our society prizes religious tolerance and pluralism to such a degree that many of us have begun to believe that such “testing” makes us look critical or even judgmental.

So to “test the spirits” today will take considerable discernment and a lot of courage. But, such testing is the responsibility of every generation.

Must be careful with the first test. For instance, some doctrinal errors would pass John’s test. Mormons for instance, agree that Jesus was human and divine, but his divinity was not unique to him. 

Presbyterian church in Missouri recently gave $41,000 from it’s church wide benevolence offering to local Muslim school. …….bridge for understanding and cooperation.  

Therefore the discernment John encourages must become a vigouous part of every congregation’s ministry. We must know where to apply it and how narrowly. 

A. The church is called to be the custodian of the truth.

John is addressing the corporate body of Christ in verses 1-6.

He is implying that this spiritual discernment is an obligation of the gathered body and it’s leadership. 

 It is imperative that the church weigh what is being taught within its ranks. That means we must evaluate everything from curriculum to teachers to who we let on the platform. 

The church should be loving and accepting, not critical. We must not be so harshly critical that we disqualify every different point of view in our church. 

But we cannot be negligent either. We cannot accrpt all things in the interest of accepting all people. 

B. Christ is to be the center of our life.

John affirms a delicate balance between the humanity and the divinity of Christ.

This balance is the distinctive feature of Christian thought. 

C. How do we unmask false teachers today

John warns us that false prophets/teachers may lay siege to the church.

False teachers should not have access to the church as a platform for their teachings. 

The church must guarantee that those who teach are theologically and spiritually qualified to do so. 

Practically speaking when I send my children to Sunday school, we deserve the assurance that the teacher in the class is not there simply because she is the only one who volunteered. 

Roy and I had this discussion today. we as leaders must prohibit any from leading who might undermine the heart and soul of the Christian faith. 

D. Where or who are these false spirits today?

We have to be ready to test for genuine spiritual forces in our community. We have to admit to the possibility of demonic influence among those who want to sabotage the church. 

John does not tell us about spiritual warfare as Paul does. 

But, John wants us to be equipped for spiritual battle. Does this mean discerning spirits? Does this also mean deliverance and exorcism?

RTF and Freedom ministry.

Many of us recoil from the thought that such fantastic ministries should be a part of the church’s work. but they must be. Today Christians who have grown up in the wake of the charismatic renewal are comfortable and look for a pastoral ministry that “encounters” spiritual forces. 

My background and journey. Story of Randy alcorn “Lord Falgrons Letters” incident in Seattle. Freedom ministry encounters.

Are destructive spirits at work in the world? In the Church? In Carson Valley? There can be no doubt that they are. Look at the bondage so many of our neighbors, friends and family are in. with divorce, gambling, addiction etc. 

The churched, CVC muct be equipped to combat all forms of evil, along with its gritty ugliness encountered in ministry, its wily sophistication in the intellectual currents of the day. 

II. Christian Love: 1 John 4:7-21 (read as below)
An Abrupt Shift. 

What is the connection between love and God? What is the basis of our love for each other?  What effects show up in the lives of men and women who exhibit this kind of love? 

Hidden in the section is John’s famous statement that “God is Love”  (v8) which corresponds to his other two affirmations: “God is light” (1:5) and “God is Spirit” (John 4:24)

We must be careful with this. If God is love, does that mean all loving people have somehow found God? That all loving people are children of God?

(v7-10) The orgin of Christian Love

(v 11-16) The inspiration of Christian Love

(v 17-19) the results of Christian Love

(v 20 on) the command to Love

John envisions Christian believers who are so completely healed inwardly that reconciliation within the community is a natural by product of spiritual maturity. 

Our churches and communities should strive to become places of loving reconciliation. This is part of what it means to belong to the human community.

This passage pose a central question: what will trigger righteous conduct? What message, what thought process, what experience will trigger activity that can only be described as charitable, gracious, forgiving, and loving? 

A. The Grace of God and righteousness

Theologians might say that “the law can trigger righteousness”. No one would deny a place for the law, for rules of conduct that place limits on behavior. 

But the deeper question is whether rules can inspire a life of devotion, service and worship.

John is saying that Righteousness is only triggered in response to the abundant love of God. “Since god so loved us, we also ought to love one another”
“Love is that which forgives the most and condones the least.” (C.S Lewis) 

B. The risk of generous love

“the entire law is summed up in a single command: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’” (Gal. 5:14)

IN verse 8 John is clear that anyone who does not love another person does not know God because if we have really witnessed God’s love in Christ, we will be changed. 

Love is the essential character of God’s being. (vv 8,16)

To fail to express love means that we have not met such powerful divine love ourselves. 

C. The question of awe

When we reclaim the awesomeness and power of God, giving him utmost respect, then his loving kindness takes on new potency. 

Arab-Christian in the Middle East. “Your problem is that you do not know what it is to live with an absolute monarch”

D. Christian victory and confidence.

If we cannot feel God’s love, should we wait until we have that feeling before we act? Or….in the course of my activity, might we experience his love for us in a new way?

The power to know God’s love in reality, the power to love others as he loves us, the reassurance that gives us victory over our doubts—these things may come to us through an experience with the Holy Spirit. 

1 John 5:  June Oasis (also Giving Hope Re-Launch)

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 2This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

Love=obedience.


God’s commands are not burdensome.  In fact, with obedience to God’s commands, we overcome the world. 

Overcomer?  Believe that Jesus is the Son of God (that free fall of radical love and obedience to Him) (II Corinthians 11:3..simplicity of your pure devotion to Him)

6This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the£ Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. 9We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. 10Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.

13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 14This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.

Jesus…He is the flesh and blood.  Textual issue…brief explanation.  

Believers have testimony in their heart…immediate connection with Christ followers around the world.  Not believe…means you have rejected God as a liar

Testimony…Eternal life from God, life is in His Son. John writes so that we may know we have eternal life, confidence in approaching God, ask according to His will, He hears us and we have what we have asked

16If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that he should pray about that. 17All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. 18We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 19We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true—even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 21Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.
Sin not leading to death???  What is that?

Commentaries…hating brothers and sisters, rejecting Christ….focus on eternal life and opposite

Children of God do not continue to sin…world is under control of evil one

Keep yourselves from Idols and Focus on Jesus…

