“Changing Your Life:  Commitments that Shape You”

August 9, 1998


You heard about the golfer named Jones who was twenty minutes late at the first tee one Sunday morning, and the other three members of the regular four-some were almost ready to drive off without him. "I agreed with my wife," explained Jones, "that this Sunday I'd toss a coin to see whether I played golf or went to church. Heads, I played golf. Tails, I went to church. And you know fellows, I had to toss that coin forty-three times before it came up heads."


I believe that one of the commitments that makes a significant impact on how you live your life and shape your future relates to your meaningful involvement in the life of a church family.  I have a couple of purposes in this message. One is that for those of you who are not members of Carson Valley Christian Center or anywhere else to give you a list of things you need to check out before you join our family or anywhere else.  And, number two, for those of you who are already members, to give you a check list – are these things true in your commitment to this church family?  

Ephesians 2:19  “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household”

This verse teaches us two very important truths:

1.  The church is a family.  It is not a building.  It is not a club.  It is not an organization or institution.  It is not a religion.  It is a family.  It is God’s family.  Christianity means, not only relating to God, it means relating to other people who are also believers. God says that Christian life can only be lived in relationship to other Christians.  The Christian without a church family is like an orphan.  Every Christian needs a believing family to associate with.  They need a church home

2.  A Christian isn’t just a believer but a belonger. Belonging shows I am a believer.

Romans 12:5 “so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”  In the New Testament there was no such thing as a Christian who didn’t have a church home.  There were no floating Christians out there—“Let’s go to the church of Philippi today ... Next week we’ll go to the church of Corinth ... Then the next week we’ll go to the church at Rome.”  The Bible tells us that when Christians moved to new towns they took letters of recommendation commending them to the next church.  There was no such thing as a Christian without a church.  That’s true anywhere in the world except America.  Only in American do we have “Lone Ranger” Christians—“I’m a Christian and I don’t need anybody else.”  If that’s your perespective, you’re wrong.  


The Bible teaches that we are members and we belong to the body of Christ.  Studies show we have a deep sense of belonging.  As society fragments, we need more and more to be able to look at a place and say, This is where I’m connected, this is where I’m tuned in.  Like the theme song from Cheers, You want to go where everybody knows your name.  We all need a sense of connectedness.  Membership is a Biblical concept but it doesn’t mean the same as it means in today’s society.  In today’s society, membership means nothing; it means your name is on a roll.  When you become a member of church it means you’re actively involved.  You’re more than just a spectator, you’re a participator.  You’re not just a consumer, you’re a contributor.  You’re not just along for the ride, you’re part of the crew.  That’s what it means to be a member of the body of Christ.

How do you find a church that’s right for you?  Four things:

1.
My church helps me stay spiritually motivated.

Hebrews 10:25  “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”   The Bible says the church is to be a place of encouragement.   Many times we have people respond to our First Impression Cards with great notes of encouragement.


We all need encouragement.  It’s like that old illustration that says you take a coal of fire from the campfire and put it aside, what happens to it?  It grows cold.  But if you take that coal and put it back into the fire, it warms up again.    The church is the place to get warmed up.  You’re out in the world all week.  You’re getting beat up, blasted, nailed against the wall.  I see you when you come in here on Sunday morning, then when you leave you’re ready to take on the world.  That’s what a good church will do for you, it’s spiritually motivating.

Here are some NT phrases…  “Have fellowship with one another ... greet one another ... love one another ... accept one another ... be devoted ...  be kind and compassionate.”  The church is an extended family.  Most of you do not have your extended family in the area.  The church is to be your extended family.  And that takes place in small groups.  We’re to motivate each other.  


2. My church helps me develop spiritual maturity.

Acts 2:42 “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer...” These are keys to spiritual growth.  That’s what the church is to help you do.  These are things that make a genuine New Testament Christian.  The purpose of a good church is to help you grow spiritually and to develop spiritual maturity.

3.
My church helps me discover my ministry.

Everyone has a deep need to feel worthwhile.  All of us have a deep need to feel like our lives count, that you’re making a significant contribution to life, that your life is worthwhile, that you’re not just on the planet taking up space.  If you don’t have that, you’re very unfulfilled.  

The Bible says that the way you find that fulfillment is to be the way God made you to be and do what God made you to do.  That is called your ministry.

Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Before you were born, God decided what spiritual gifts you were going to get, what abilities, what talents, what skills you would be able to acquire.  He decided those in advance.  He gave them to you for a purpose.   What determines what ministry I’m supposed to have as a Christian in life? The gifts that God has given me.  The natural talents He has given me.   Ephesians 4:12  says that church leaders are “to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.” That’s my job description.  That’s what the church is for.  You learn your ministry in a church.  It is my job description to help you discover what God made you to be. God says that the secret of fulfillment is to do what God made me to do.  How do I discover what I’m supposed to be doing?  In the church family.  God has given pastors and teachers to equip you.  If a church isn’t helping you discover your ministry they’re missing the point.  

I Corinthians 12:5, 27 “There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it..”   Have you ever seen a jig saw puzzle—one piece is missing.  What do you notice first?  The piece that’s missing.  If you’re a Christian and you don’t fit into your place and do what God made you to do, there’s a big hole in the picture.  The Bible says we’re all a part of the Body of Christ and every member is necessary. 

Can you imagine your physical body?  What if one day your liver decided to go on strike?  What if your liver said, “I don’t need a body.  I’m just going to jump around from body to body.  I’m going to be in this guy’s body one week.  Next week I’m going to be in another body... I’m a free floating liver.  I’m body shopping.”  Or how about if the liver said, “I think I’ll stay in one body but I don’t think I’ll participate.  I’ll just watch all the other body parts do their thing.  I’m just going to watch.” It doesn’t work that way.  Every part is necessary.

If you’re not using your ministry, you’re cheating other Christians.  It says, every part is important.  A non serving Christian is a contradiction.  There is no basis in the Bible for spectatorship.  That’s the difference between a member and an attender.  A member is a participator, an attender is a spectator.  A member is a contributor, an attender is a consumer. An attender says, “I’m along for the ride.”  A member says, “I’m a crew member.”  

4.
My church helps me fulfill my life mission.

Everybody needs a cause to live for.  Everybody needs a purpose greater than themselves.  You were made to live for more than just yourself.   The moment you became a Christian, you were given a mission in life.  If you’re a Christian you are responsible for what’s called The Great Commission.  That’s the last word from Jesus,  “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." Matthew 28:19-20.  One day you’re going to get to heaven, if you’re a believer, and God’s going to say, “What did you do about the Mission?”  “I went to church, Lord.”  That’s not good enough.  “I attended...” That’s not good enough.  Who are you bringing to heaven with you? We all have a mission.

Paul understood this.  Acts 20:24 “However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me--the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.”  The divine assignment.  Have you figured out why God leaves you on earth after you’ve become a Christian?  Why doesn’t He just beam you up and take you on to Heaven?  Why does He leave you around here where there’s problems and frustrations, broken hearts, disappointments, and all kinds of evil?  Why doesn’t He just take you on to Heaven where everything is perfect?  There are two things you can’t do in heaven.  You can pray in heaven, you can sing in heaven, you can praise the Lord in heaven, you can read the Bible in heaven, you can fellowship with other Christians in heaven.  But there are two things you can’t do in heaven.  One, sin.  The other, tell non believers about Christ.  Those are the only two things you can’t do in heaven.

Which of those two do you think God left you here on earth to do? What do you think you’re still around here for?  You have a mission.  It is the duty of the church you find to help you fulfill that mission.  

2 Corinthians 5:20 “We are Christ’s ambassadors.”  If you’re a believer, you represent Jesus Christ at work, at school, in your neighborhood.  One of the purposes of the church is to help you in your mission: by training, and by providing services like this that you can invite friends to, to help them.  

Once you know what a church should do how do you choose a church family?

You check out four things.  Never join a church without first checking out these four things.  Never get on a bus without first knowing what its destination is.  Don’t join a church until you know where it’s headed.  

1) The statement.  What does it believe?  Ask yourself, “Do they accept the Bible as God’s

complete word?”  It’s not the Bible plus our little book.  It’s not the Bible plus denominational traditions.  It’s not the Bible plus what some leader in the past said.  It’s just the Bible.  Do they believe the Bible.

2) The style of worship.  Ask, “Does the worship style help me feel God’s presence?”  Because

we’re all different, different styles help us experience God in different ways.  John 4:24  “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."  That’s the only qualifications in the Bible.  Once you’ve worshipped in spirit and truth, God doesn’t care two bits about the style. Even churches that believe the same have different styles.  Some churches are real formal and some people get in touch with God in a real quiet, meditative type service.  Other people like it real emotional.  CVC is a church that has commited to a Sunday morning experience that has high IMPACT!  We want to break through some barriers that unchurched people have in their minds and hearts about church.  At the same time, we want an encounter with God each week.  Our LIFT! Rallies offer longer and more meditative kinds of worship experiences and our small groups offer more intimate settings.

I’m not putting other churches down, I have a good relationship with about 10-12 pastors in the surrounding areas whose ministry I believe in and regularly refer people to those churches.  We don’t think everybody is right for CVC.  It takes all kinds of churches to minister to all kinds of people.  You need to find the kind of service where you can get in touch with God, where you can get your spiritual battery charged.  

When you join a church, once you’ve joined it, don’t try to change the style. Just find one that fits your style.  When you’re looking for a church you need to not only ask, “Is this church right for me?” but ask, “Am I right for this church?”  

3)
The strategy.  The visions, the goals, the objectives of the church.  You need to ask, “Does it take the Great Commission seriously?”  That’s the marching orders of the church.  Does it emphasize equipping people for their ministry?  Or is it just a one-man show?  Does it emphasize that every member is a minister, that every body has a place in the body?  Look at the strategy.  What is the vision of the church?  

4)  The structure—how it’s organized.  I’d ask, “Is there a sense of freedom?” because the

Bible says, “Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom.”  Many churches get so bogged down in tradition and bureaucracies and political maneuvering that the whole church is ham-strung.  Before anybody can start a ministry, you’ve got to go through 5 committees and 6 votes and all of this red tape.  You need to ask yourself about the structure, “Will this allow me to get involved in a ministry? Does it have small groups where I can learn to relate to people?” You don’t have to be in a small church to relate to people. Studies have shown that the average person knows 60 people in a church whether the church has 60, 600, or 6000.  You don’t have to know everybody to feel like it’s your church.  But you have to know somebody.  That’s the value of the small groups.  If you’re in a small group you know those people.  You have large group celebration and small group fellowship.

At CVC, we keep structure at a minimum.  You can join today and get involved tomorrow. You don’t have to jump through a bunch of political hoops.  We’re not a business, we’re a body. We’re not an organization, we’re an organism.  We’re a family at CVC.  Families operate on relationships.  Do you vote in your family?  The parents are in the minority in our family.  Once you’ve found the right church, commit to it and join it. Don’t just keep hopping around.  Find a place.

You say, Why should I join a church?  I can still attend. I can still benefit from everything.  Why should I join?

I want to turn that question around:  What would you not join? When God has said you need to be connected to a local body of Christ?  You say, “I’m committed to the invisible body.”  When you get sick, who’s going to visit you?  The invisible lay pastor?  Who are you accountable to?  Casper the friendly ghost? You need a tangible body. 

Three reasons why I think you need to join a church.

1. To build my character.  Character is built through commitment.  In our society nobody

wants to be committed to anything any more.  Marriage, job, America, a church family. They just kind of want to float around.  Keep the options open. That is immaturity.  You only grow through commitment.  

The real reason some people don’t want to join a church, down at the root of it is, “I don’t want to be responsible.  I want to take and take but I don’t want any responsibility.”  The Bible says that’s immaturity.  We make commitments in life—marriage, to a business, to a church—to grow up.  

2.
To deepen relationships.  I Peter 3:8 “Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble..”   You can’t have a relationship to any degree without commitment. It’s the same excuse when people say, “Let’s not get married; let’s just live together.”  What’s lacking in that relationship? Commitment is what’s lacking.

3.  To be like Christ.  You need to be committed to the church because Christ is committed to

the church.  Ephesians 5:25b “just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.”  That’s how important it is.  He gave His life for it.  The Bible says that the church is the body of Christ.  Can you imagine me saying to my wife, “I accept you but I reject your body?”  It doesn’t work that way.  You can’t say “I accept Christ” and reject His body.  Commitment to Christ implies a commitment to the rest of the family.  We are to love the church with all our hearts. That’s what the Bible says.  If you can’t love the local expression, then you need to find a body that you can love. That’s what God commands us to do.  

Jesus said in Matthew 16:18 “I will build my church”.  That is what God is up to in the world today.  It doesn’t matter what else is going on, the church goes on.  He doesn’t say I will build my parachurch... America... my personal wealth...”  He says “I will build My church.”  That’s what God is doing in the world. I want to be in on what God is doing.  He’s building His church, His family.

If you’re a believer, you need to decide that CVC is going to be your family and join it or start checking others out.  Do some honest investigation.  Get to a place where you can say, “That’s where I’m going to put in with the family of God.”.  We want people who feel called of God to be here, people who are willing to be committed to the other members.  If you can say, “I love Jesus Christ with all my heart and I want to live for Him and I want to develop spiritual maturity.  I want to fulfill my mission and I want to discover my ministry,” we welcome you here.  Find some place and commit to it.

If you are not yet a follower of Jesus Christ, we want you to know that YOU are the reason we started this church.  God loves you and wants you to have a real relationship with Him.  Not a religious system with a thick manual of regulations.  But a relationship with Him that can change your life and shape the course of your future.  This is really the “first base” decision that can change your life.

“Changing Your Life:  3 Habits of Spiritually Effective People”

August 16, 1998


A book was published entitled The First Really Important Survey of American Habits. It describes all different kinds of habits that people have in America.  I thought we would do a little survey to find out how much CVC people conform to the national standards.

When preparing a peanut butter and jelly sandwich which goes on the top layer, peanut butter or jelly?  Four percent of Americans say jelly, ninety-six percent say peanut butter..

Do you store your socks rolled up or folded flat?  Rolled up?  Fifty-one percent.  Flat—forty nine percent.  How many of you throw them in the drawer?

Do you ever bite your fingernails?  Ninety-six percent of Americans bit their fingernails. 

Do you ever bite your toenails?  Twenty-five percent of Americans bite their toenails!

Do you replace an empty roll of toilet tissue or leave it for the next person to replace?  How many of you prefer that it roll over or under the spool?  Over -- 68% of Americans.  Under ‑- 32% of Americans.  How many “overs” have married an “under”?

Who uses the most space in your closet?  He does?  Twenty percent of Americans.  She does?  Eighty percent.


You know, the fact is habits shape our lives.  Why is it that some people are more effective than others?  Why is it that some people accomplish more?  Reach their goals?  Soar to greater heights? Get more out of life than other people?  They are generally just more effective?  The answer is, effective people develop habits that ineffective people are unwilling to commit to.  That’s the difference.  


Why is it that some Christians are more dynamic than other Christians?  Why is it that some Christians seem to grow more, they seem to have more answered prayers, more of God’s blessing on their life.  Why is it that God seems to single out some people and seems to be blessing their life more than others? Same answer.  Effective Christians commit themselves to habits to which ineffective Christians are unwilling to commit themselves.  


Today we’re going to look at three spiritual habits for effective people that I think are absolutely essential for spiritual health.  There’s a lot of emphasis on physical fitness today but the Bible says that spiritual fitness is even more important.  I Timothy 4:7  “Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly”.  It takes effort and focus to be spiritually fit.  How can I get spiritually fit?  Exercise spiritually.  There are three areas where it is key to exercise spiritually:  your time, your money, and your relationships.  If God is number one in your time, your money, and your relationships He’s number one. If He’s not, He’s not—no matter what you say.  Here are the 3 habits of spiritually effective people:

1.
Get time with God every day.  It’s called a Quiet time.  You read the Bible for a little bit, your pray a little bit, and you get a time alone with God every day -- 15 minutes, 30 minutes, whatever.  

2.
Give a tithe to God every paycheck.

3.
Get together with believers every opportunity.  Have a team you can be a part of.

1. Getting time with God every day—a Quiet time for Bible reading and prayer.  

What’s the reason for that?  To get direction from God.  Psalm 25:4-5 “4  Show me your ways, O

LORD, teach me your paths; 5  guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior,

and my hope is in you all day long.”.  Many times we get very busy.  We need to slow down and

get direction from God as we spend time with God on a daily basis. We talk to God in prayer, we

let Him talk to us from His word, and we get direction. Every major decision in my life has been

made in a quiet time.  I was walking in Wisconsin, with ground covered with snow, praying to

God in March of 1996 when I began to feel free to pursue a call to church planting.

In John 15:7 “Jesus said ‘If you remain in Me and My words remain in you then you may ask for anything you wish and you shall have it.”  Is that an incredible promise?  Does God lie?  No.  He says, “You may ask for what you wish and you shall have it”.  

Then why don’t I have it?  Because I’ve got to meet the premise. With every promise there is a premise.  God says, “You do this, I’ll do that.”  There’s a condition for every promise of God in the Bible.  He says if you do two things:  1) “you remain in Me”, and 2) “My words remain in you”.  “Remain in Me, talk to Me, fellowship with Me, get alone with Me on a regular basis”.  And “My words remain in You”—spend time in the word, then you can ask whatever you wish and it will be done unto you.

When is the best time to have a quiet time?  The best time to have a quiet time is when you’re at your best.  Give the best time to God.

2. Give a tithe to God every week.  Tithing is the spiritual habit of giving back to God the first

10% of all I make.  If I make $100 I give $10 back to God.  If I make $1000 I give $100 back to God.  I get to keep 90% and give 10% to Him.

Why would anybody have to do that?  Because God says so.  That’s reason enough.  If you don’t do it you’re disobeying God.  But there’s more reason.  He says in Matthew 6:21, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”


The reason is to draw me closer to God.  That’s what tithing does.  The more you tithe the more it draws you closer to God. The Bible says wherever you put your money is where your heart is.  If I put my money in a boat, that’s where my affection goes. Wherever I put my money, that’s what becomes important to me.  If I put God first in my money it means, “God, You’re first in my life.”  If you show me how you spend your time and how you spend your money, I’ll show you what’s important in your life.  No matter what you say is important—show me your schedule and your checkbook stubs and I’ll tell you what’s really important.  

Deuteronomy 14:23 “The purpose of tithing is to teach you to put God first in your life”  If I say, “God, I want You to be number one in my life” but He’s last place in my budget, that’s a contradiction.  It is the first check you should write, as a reminder, from every paycheck.

The Bible teaches that giving is an antidote to materialism.  The materialism of the world says, Get, get, get... The only antidote is giving.  Just the opposite.  Corrie Ten Boom, family who sheltered Jews.  Learned to hold everything in her life with open palms.  As I learn to hold things with an open hand and give away and return the first part back to God, it breaks the grip of materialism in my life.  It makes me have God’s character and values.  Remember the beginning of John 3:16. “God so loved the world He gave”.  If you want to be like God you’ve got to learn to be a giver.


On what day are we to do it?  “On the first day...”  What is the first day?  Sunday.  Why Sunday?  That’s when you come to worship.  When you come to worship at your church you bring your tithe.  You don’t tithe to the United Way.  You tithe where you worship.  It’s an act of worship.  “On the first day of the week you bring your tithe.”   It also says, “God, I want to give You the first part of my day in quiet time, the first day of every week in worship, and the first part of my money  -- that means You really are first place.”  


What is the result of this habit?  Malachi 3:10 “Bring your whole tithe into My storehouse.  Test me in this, says the Lord, and see if I won’t throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you won’t have enough room for it.”  There are more promises in the Bible about giving than any other subject.  If you want God’s blessing on your life, it’s a habit you’re going to have to develop.  

1998 is shaping up to be a year of some economic uncertainty.   The impact of the Asian crisis and Y2K upon our economic foundations are indeed difficult to discern.  In difficult times, and in prosperous times, I believe we need to learn to say, “God, I’m going to do what You say to do and trust You to help me make it through this year.”  I don’t know a better financial policy.  There are more promises in the Bible regarding this than anything else.  John Wesley, the founder of modern Methodism said this about His understanding of God’s principles for money:  “Make all you can, Save All you Can, Give All you can”


You cannot out give God.  If you’re going to be dynamic in the Christian life, you need a time with God every day and give a tithe to God every paycheck.  

3.
You need a team for God.  Get together with other believers regularly.

This is called fellowship—sharing and caring together in a small group.  Hebrews 10:25 “Let us not give up the habit of meeting together ... Instead, let us encourage each other...”  Do you ever need encouragement?  Life can be tough and we all get discouraged. The fact is you’re never going to be an effective Christian if you try to go it alone.  You need encouragement.  You need other people.  Life was not meant to be lived by itself.  

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together.”  Circle “habit”.  I meet people who say, “I’m going to miss church this week.  It’s no big deal.”  They are so unaware that you dry up spiritually every time you miss fellowship with other believers. 

What is the routine?  In church and in homes.  Acts 5:42 “Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.” They met day after day.  They didn’t meet just on Sunday but they met whenever they could.  If all the contact with Christians you get is on Sunday you’re not getting enough contact with other Christians.  You need more than just a Sunday fix.  You need more than just once a week.  They met day after day in two different groups:  in the Temple courts and from house to house.


I’ve never had the priviledge of going to Israel.  But people who have indicate that Solomon’s courts around the Temple are enormous.  You could hold probably 50,000 people in the Temple courts as they stood for worship.  They had big celebration on Sunday worship.  Then they also met house to house and houses were really small.  Every Christian needs this balance.  Large group celebration, small group fellowship.  You need a big group so you can say, I’m a part of something significant.      But you can’t share prayer requests with this many people.  You can’t pray for each other.  You can’t even know everybody.  So you need to be in a small group.  That’s why we say our church has to be larger and smaller at the same time. We’re always starting new groups. You need to get into one.  You need large group celebration on Sunday, and group fellowship during the week.

What’s the result of getting together with other believers? Eccl. 4:9-13 “9  Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work:10  If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!11  Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone?12  Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken..”  Circle this.  If you want to be more effective in your Christian life you have to get together with other believers.  There’s strength in numbers.  For a Christian to say, “I don’t need any other Christians.  I don’t need a church family or small group”—that’s suicide.  You’re just kidding yourself.  We need each other to grow and to develop.


As we finish out the summer and begin the fall, I could have talked to you about lots of good habits.  But the three indispensable ones—the ones you can’t get along without to make it in the Christian life—it’s these three.  They affect your time, your money, and your relationships.  If God is Number One in all three of these areas He’s really Number One and then He can bless your life. 


Some of you are thinking this sounds good and you’d like to be effective as a Christian, you’d like God to bless your life more than ever before, you’d like to be used by Him and sense His presence, like to know greater depth in your spiritual life but you’re not a very disciplined person.  You can start these kinds of things but in a matter of weeks or months you won’t be doing them any more.  Some of you made a commitment last year and you hardly made it through the week, let alone through the year.  


If you have a hard time being disciplined, may I make a suggestion?  Consider making a growth covenant.  That’s when you tell at least one other person about your commitment.  In the book of Nehemiah it tells the story that all of the nation made a Growth Covenant together.  “We know what we ought to do.  We know the right thing.  We want to grow as believers.  But we are weak. So we’re all going to make a covenant.  We’re going to sign up together.”  It says they signed a covenant and the leaders of the nation stamped it and put their seal on it.  They said, “We’re all going to pray for each other.  Like the redwoods, we’re going to intertwine to keep ourselves doing the things we all want to do in the first place.”  Neh. 9:38 “In view of all this, we are making a binding agreement, putting it in writing, and our leaders, our Levites and our priests are affixing their seals to it.”  We’re going to encourage each other, help each other, and pray for each other.  I want to challenge you to do the same.  

My Growth Covenant:  

I commit to

…a daily time with God—personal Bible reading and prayer.  Some days it may be longer than others, some days it may be very brief.  But I’m not going to go to bed without at least having read a few verses of the Bible and talked to God in prayer.  You might want to do a chapter a day.  You need to spend some time every day.

... a  tithe to God—giving the first 10% of my income.  

... a regular time with other believers—I want to find a care group, a small group, that I can get involved in.

If you will make the covenant sign your name on the front.  Leave it blank where it says “pastor” because I’m going to sign it and mail it back to you.  On the back I want you to print your name (so I can read it) and your address.  When we give our offerings, drop this in the offering basket.  

I’m going to sign each one of these and when I sign it I’m going to pray for you individually. This will help you grow in your Christian life. We’ve got a class, Discovery 201 -- that will explain how you pray, how do you have a quiet time, how do you fellowship—those kind of things.  

What happens if you slip?  You don’t quit, you just keep on going.  How many of you have ever missed a meal?  Did you give up eating?  Did you say, “If I can’t be consistent in eating, I’m just going to stop eating!”  No.  If you miss a meal you just make up for it the next meal!  So you miss your quiet time!  Big deal!  Romans 8:1“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,”  The commitment says, I desire to have a daily quiet time with God, a weekly tithe to God, and a regular team for God.  

Do you want to be spiritually fit?  It’s up to you.  Nobody is going to force you to do this.  But I challenge you if you mean business with spiritual fitness to seriously consider this.

Changing Your Life: Understanding Your Purpose”

August 23, 1998


We are in a series about commitments that Shape You.  Thus far, we have talked about two commitments.  The first is a commitment to people:  I need to commit myself to some people to grow with.  Second, we talked about your need to commit yourself to some habits for effective Christian living.  These included daily time with God, a regular tithe to God, and being together with other Christians.


Today I want to talk about the third basic commitment you need to shape your future.  You need a purpose to live for.  And you need to understand your purpose in order to structure your life around it.  We need to be able to answer the question, “Why Am I Here?”  Most people, if asked that question would say, “I have no idea.”  I grow up, I go to school, I get a job, I make money, I retire, I die.  Is that it?  Is that all there is to life?  Why are you here?


The Bible makes it very clear that you’re not here by accident. That there is a purpose and a plan for your life.  Even before you were born, God planned what you were going to do.  He has a purpose for you.  You can get in that plan or you can live outside of it.  He won’t force it on you.

Ephesians 2:10 “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works which God prepared in advance for us to do.” God created us to do good works. The word in the Bible for good works is called ministry or service.  Ministry does not mean something a pastor does.  The Bible says all of us are called to ministry.  It just means we’re to do good works. We’re to serve God, we’re to serve others.  God planned each of us to do this.  If you’re not doing it you’re out of God’s plan. 


This fall, one of the series that I will be teaching is entitled “Stories Jesus Told”.  We will highlight a number of principles that Jesus articulated in those stories.  Today, I want to apporach one of those stories and lift up seven life principles.


"Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them.”(Matthew 25:14-19)

7 Life Principles for Understanding Your Life Purpose(from Rick Warren)
1. Ownership.  Everything I have belongs to God.  I don’t own anything.  The Bible says, “The earth is the Lord and the fullness thereof.”  We just get to use it for 50, 60, 70 years and then we pass it on to somebody else.  It’s really kind of a rental.  You didn’t bring it into the world, you’re not going to take it out of the world, you just get to use it while you’re here.  None of it really belongs to you, it belongs to God. God is the master, we are the instrument

Years ago, there was a master violinist in Europe. He would play in concerts, and he had a magnificent

Stradivarius violin, extremely expensive. He would play the Stradivarius violin in concert and everyone would 

whisper in the crowd, "Listen to the beautiful sounds of the Stradivarius." He would play in churches, and people 

would say, "Listen to the beautiful sounds of the Stradivarius." He even played before kings and queens, and they, 

too, would turn to one another and say, "Listen to the beautiful sounds of the Stradivarius." All the glory went to 

the instrument.    Then one day this master violinist was walking by a pawn shop. He noticed an old, beat-up, 

worn-out violin. He walked into the pawn shop and asked how much it would cost. The owner of the pawn shop 

told him the American equivalent of five dollars. He bought the violin, and he took it home. He polished it, and he 

refined it, and he tuned it, and he retuned it, and he built some character into that violin. Then, when he was to 

play the greatest performance of his life in a concert hall, he took out the little, five-dollar, worn-out, beat- up 

violin that he had polished and refined. He put it up to his chin, and he began to play, and everybody in the concert 

hall whispered, "Listen to the beautiful sounds of the Stradivarius."

Some of us feel like $5 violins.  But God is the one who owns our lives, and He can make beautiful music with us.

2. Allocation.  God has given me some talents—that’s the principle of allocation.  The word

“talent” comes from this story.  “To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability.”  It used to be the word “talent” simply meant money. It was about $1,000.  The Bible tells this story of the master who goes away and he says, “I’m going to give my servants some money to take care of.”  He gives one guy 5 grand, another 2 grand, another 1 grand.  

We’re all given different amounts. We all have different talents.  Everybody gets something but nobody gets the same thing and the amounts are different.  The point is there are no non-talent people.  A talent is anything that God has entrusted with you.  Ability, strength, skills, physical health, family, children, opportunities, business situations, brains, personality, the fact that most of you were born in a free country—these are talents that God has given us.

“But to each of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.”Ephesians 4:7   You didn’t deserve it.  God just gave it to you.  

3. Accountability.  God expects me to use my talents.  He’s made an investment in my life and

He expects a return on it.  He wants me to make the most of whatever I’ve been given.  v. 19 “After a long time the Master of those servants returned and settled accounts.”  Circle that.  This is a parable and it’s a story that’s a parallel to the fact that one day, we’re going to give an account to God for our life.  One day God is going to do an audit on your life.  That’s one audit you’re not going to miss.  He’s going to ask you this question.  “What did you do with what you were given?”  You need to be prepared to answer that.

4. Utilization.  It is wrong for me to bury what God gave me. The first guy goes out, takes his

five talents and he doubles it. One hundred percent return.  The second guy goes out and he does the same thing.  He takes the two talents he’s got, before the Master comes back he doubles his money.  He made a wise investment and it doubled.  The third guy comes along and he does zip, nothing.  He buries it in the ground.  He says, “Nothing ventured, nothing gained.  I’m going to play it cautious, conservative.  I’m going to set on my talents and do nothing about it.”  The Master’s reaction is in verse 26.  “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant.’”  I’d say the Master is ticked!  He’s upset.  This is a parable of God.

God is saying, “If you don’t use your talent, it ticks Me off!”  It’s not a good deal.  What do you do when you bury things?  You put it out of sight.  You don’t want to see it anymore.  You try to forget it. You want to pretend it doesn’t exist.  The third guy buried his talent and God says, “You wicked, lazy servant.”  
If you don’t get anything else, get this:  I cannot please God by playing it safe in life.  God’s given me some talents.  He wants me to use them.  In order to use them and invest them I’ve got to take risks.  He wants me to take risks because that requires faith.  The Bible says, “Without faith it’s impossible to please God.”  Hebrews 11:6.   So the principle of utilization is, it’s wrong for me to bury my talent that God has given me because He wants me to take risks.  Doing nothing with my talent is inexcusable.  God would rather have me try to serve him and fail than do nothing.  “I’d rather attempt to do something great and fail than to do nothing and succeed.” 

5. Motivation.  Why do we play it safe?  Why don’t we use the talents that God has given us?

The answer is fear.  Fear keeps us from using our talents.  “I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground.”  Matthew 25:25 Circle “afraid” and “hid”.  These are Satan’s favorite tactics.  “I could never do that.  I’m not qualified.  I have this fear of failure.”  Remember in school when the teacher would ask a question and you’d think, “I think I know it, but I don’t want to raise my hand because if I give the wrong answer I’m going to look dumb” so you didn’t raise your hand.  Self-consciousness.  It’s fear that keeps us from using our talent.  You say, “I failed in the past so I’ll never try again.”  It doesn’t matter where you’ve been.  It matter what direction your feet are headed right now.  

Peter and Judas were two disciples.  They both committed the same sin.  They both denied Christ.  One of them went out, got depressed, and committed suicide.  The other went out, repented of it and said, “I want to start over” and fifty days after Peter’s biggest sin, God used him on the day of Pentecost to preach and 3,000 people were brought into the family of God on the day the church was born.  Fifty days after Peter’s greatest failure he has his greatest success.  He kept on going.  

1954 opening day of baseball season.  Milwaukee Braves playing the Cincinnati Reds.  Two rookies were in that game.  The first was a guy named Jim Greengrass.  He got up to bat four times and hit four doubles.  Four for four, an incredible start to a career.  But nobody remembers him.  Another guy started his career that day.  He went 0 - 4.  He struck out all four times in the first game.  Hank Aaron had a slow start.  But who do we remember?  

Never let the fear of striking out keep you from taking a swing. You keep on going.  You say, “What will other people think?” Don’t worry about what other people think!  The Bible says, “The fear of man is a snare.”  It’s a trap.  Often we excuse ourselves by pointing to other people saying, “He/She’s more talented. They’ve got all the ability.  If only I had ability like so and so.  If only I had the education/looks like so and so I’d serve God.”  No, you wouldn’t because you’re not using what you’ve got. 

The point is:  Just because I can’t do the spectacular that doesn’t excuse me to do nothing.  One day I’m going to stand before God and He’s going to say, “What did you do with your life?  

6.  Application.  If I don’t use it, I’ll lose it.  v. 28, “Take the talent from him and give it to the

one who has ten talents.” That doesn’t seem fair.  Take the talent from the one who only had one and give it to the guy with ten.  The rich get richer, the talented gets more talented.  That’s life.  

What’s the point here?  The point is that God has the right to take away anything that I don’t use for Him and there is a universal law here that if I don’t use it, I lose it.  If I refuse to exercise, I loose my muscles.  If I refuse to think, my brain goes dull.  If I refuse to practice, my talent dries up. If I don’t use it, I loose it.  The converse is also true.  That if I do use it, I get more.  Whatever you need more of, start using what you have for the Lord and it will grow.  Do you need more time?  Use your time for the Lord.  Do you need more energy? Use your energy for the Lord and watch it grow.  Do you need more intelligence?  Use what you’ve got for the Lord and watch it grow.  It’s a principle.  Use it or loose it!

6. Compensation.  If I use my talent wisely I will be rewarded. v. 23 “His Master replied, ‘Well

done good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things.  Come and share your Master’s happiness!” Look at the rewards you could have.  

1) Affirmation.  “Well done good and faithful servant!”  How would you like to get to heaven

one day and have God say that to you?  “Good job!  You did the best you could with what you had! Good job!”  That’s what I’m living for.  Not for anything else. I’m living my life for an audience of one.  I want to stand before Jesus Christ one day and have him say, “Well done, Rick, you good and faithful servant.”

2) Promotion.  “You’ve been faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things.”  I’ll give you greater responsibility.  You’ve used what you had, I’ll give you greater responsibility.  The Bible teaches that earth is a testing ground.  The amount of time on this side of eternity is nothing compared to the amount you’re going to spend on the other side of eternity.  How you use your life during this time will determine what God entrusts to you later on.  If you’ve been faithful in a few things, you’ll be given much. 

3) Celebration.  “Come and share your Master’s happiness!” It’s party time in heaven.

Celebrate.  The fact is the happiest people in the world are those who are giving their lives for the purpose that God made them.  God made you for a ministry.  God has a ministry for you that is based on who you are.  We’re all part of the body of Christ and it’s all important.


George Gallup did a study in 1982 all across America and asked 40 questions to discover the spiritual commitment level of America. He compared the lifestyles of spiritually committed people with uncommitted individuals.  After he had done this all over America he classed 19 million Americans (there are 250 million of us) as spiritually committed.  He said these are the results of the spiritually committed lifestyle.

1) They are far more happy and much more satisfied with their lot in life than anybody else.  

2) Their divorce rate is far lower and their families are far stronger than the population in general.

3) They tend to be more tolerant of persons of different races and religions than persons who are less spiritually committed.

4) They are far more involved in service activities and put a high priority on improving society.

There are benefits.  All that you’re looking for, you’re looking in the wrong places for it.  Fulfillment comes through ministry, discovering your life purpose.  

Are you a spiritually committed person?  What’s your level of commitment?  

Five circles.  Each circle represents a level of commitment. Everybody is in one of these levels of commitment.  At CVC, we don’t tell anybody where they are.  It’s a personal evaluation.  We love and accept people regardless of their spiritual commitment.  

The inner circle is called the core.  It says ministry. People in the core are committed to ministry.  They’re the people I’m talking about.  They’re using their talents, their gifts and abilities for the Lord.  At CVC we have about 75 people in the church right now who are in the core.  

The next group out is what we call the committed.  These are godly people, they love the Lord, they’re committed specifically to the habits for spiritual growth.  They’re committed to growth, but for one reason or another, they have not found a ministry yet.  Some of you are in this category.  This is the committed group.  Right now at CVC there are 100 people in that circle that we can clearly identify.

The next group out is what we call the congregation.  These people are committed to membership.  (The core is committed to ministry, the committed are committed to maturity.)  These are all of you who are a part of CVC.  You’ve taken the 101 class.  You’ve joined the church.  You’ve said, I want to be a part of this family and the membership covenant.  We have about 150 who are in this category.

The next group out is the group that shows has some exposure to CVC and has either tasted or tried the CVC experience—the crowd.  The crowd is anywhere from 500-1,000, depending on the Sunday.  Some in the crowd are believers, some are not believers.  Some are seekers.  They’re on the way, looking, searching.  The crowd is committed to attendance.  

The outside circle is what we call the community..that is our local sphere of outreach.  We believe that number is around 100,000 if you take in Carson City, Dayton and East, Carson Valley, and parts of the Lake Tahoe area.  We are even now reaching some folks from the Suth Reno area.

The goal of our church is to help you grow in commitment so that one day when you stand before God you’ll know the right answers. The first thing we want to do is get more of the community into the crowd.  We want to get people who come once or twice a year to start coming every week.  Then we want to get the crowd into the congregation so that attenders become members, spectators to become participators.  We don’t think CVC is the only church; there are a lot of good churches right here in the Greater Carson area..  You just need to find some church and say “That’s going to be my family and I’m going to be committed to it.”  Then we want to get the congregation into the committed.  You can take a class to help you understand the disciples that will help you grow in the Christian life.  Then we want to get the committed into the core, where we help you find a place in ministry that best expresses what God made you to be, so that someday when God says to you, “What did you do with what you got?” you’ll know the answer.

If you haven’t committed your life to Christ, that’s the first step.  Open your life to Christ.  Say, “Jesus Christ, I want to be in Your plan.  You made me for a purpose.”  If you’ve done that, find a church family and commit to it.  CVC or somewhere else.  Once you’ve found a church family, get committed to the disciplines for spiritual growth.  

My challenge to you today is very specific.  What’s the next level of commitment you need to make?  What’s the next step God wants you to take?  Go on, commit yourself to discover your life purpose and change your future!

Changing Your Life:  “Sharing With Others”

August 30, 1998


Today I want us to look at “Sharing With Others.” A commitment to this will make an impact in your life. You’re not ready to live until you know what’s worth dying for.  When you become a follower of Jesus Christ, God gives you a new mission for life.  Today we’re going to look at that mission for two reasons.  First, for those of you who have forgotten it.  And number two, for those of you who are considering becoming believers.  You need to know up front what’s going to happen the moment you commit your life to Christ.  

Paul explains it in Acts 20:24 “Life is worth nothing unless I use it for doing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus - the work of telling others about the Good News about God’s mighty kindness and love.”  Paul said, My life doesn’t count unless I complete my mission, unless I do what I was made to do.  If I complete the task that God has given me, then my life matters.

What is my mission in life?  If you are a believer, the moment you became a Christian your mission in life changed from just getting to retirement.  You now have a clear assignment to share with others.  

1.
My mission is to bring others into God’s family.  

Romans 10:13-14 "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?” 

Catch the logic here?  How can some body ask unless they believe?  And how can they believe unless somebody tells them?  The point here is, obviously, for a person to get into God’s family somebody has got to tell them about it.  You become a part of God’s creation by just being born, you become a part of God’s family by choosing to be a part of it.  Everyone is a creature of God, but not everyone is a child of God.  I can choose to be a part of God’s family or I can choose to not be a part.  

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth..”  Circle “witnesses”.  What is a witness?  Somebody who tells from personal experience.  You can witness an accident, a crime, a wedding, a football game, a war...  There’s only one qualification of being a witness—you were there when it happened.  You don’t have to know a lot about the Bible.  You don’t have to know a lot about theology.  The Bible says every Christian is a witness because you just tell your story—what happened to me when I became a believer.

The Bible calls this in Matthew 28 the Great Commission.  He said we’re to go everywhere and tell every person.  Regardless of my career, my real mission in life, regardless of what my vocation is, is to use that career to tell others about Christ if I’m a believer.  A non-witnessing Christian is a contradiction. My mission is to help other people come into God’s family. 

2.
My motive is love.  


Love for God and love for other people.  2 Peter 3: 9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  God never made a person He didn’t love.  Everybody matters.  That’s why this church will never stop growing.  As long as there’s one person who doesn’t know Christ, God wants that person to know Him.  God wants everyone in His family. Because God cares then we must care. People don’t care how much I know until they know how much I care.  The first part in being a witness and fulfilling your mission is to simply love people, care about them.  If I have the cure for cancer and the rest of the world is dying and I keep it a secret, that’s a crime.  If I have a surplus of food in my house and my next door neighbor is starving, that’s a crime. If I have the greatest news in the world, and I don’t share it, that’s a crime.  The world is far more ready to receive the Good News, than most believers are ready to share it.

3.
My message is Good News

Mark 16:15 15 “He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation”.  Does this include work?  school?  shopping center? Gym? Swim Center? Everywhere!  It’s to be a part of my daily routine.  My mission is to share Good News.  Don’t miss anyone!

Do you like to get good news?  Do you like to share good news? Sharing Good News is a joy, a pleasure, and something we all look forward to.  If you’re a Christian, and you have a hard time sharing your faith, the reason is, you’ve forgotten just how good the Good News really is.  You’ve just forgotten!  It is great news!

What is the Good News? Summarized in three statements from the Bible:

1.
God offers fulfillment.  Jesus:  “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  John 10:10  Circle “full”.  The first thing in Good News is fulfillment.  Jesus said, “I have come so that you might have life...”  not a religion, not a ritual, not rules and regulations, not stuffy ceremonies.  The Christian life is not a religion.  It’s a lifestyle.  What kind of life?  Life that is full!  Are people looking for that?  Absolutely!  They are looking for fulfillment.

2.
God offers freedom.  “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  John 8:36.  As I’ve talked to normal, everyday people, the number one phrase I hear is, “I feel trapped.  I can’t seem to break out of a rut.  I can’t break out of a relationship.  I can’t break free from a habit.  I can’t break free from a circumstance.  I can’t break free from a memory.  I’m trapped.”  The Good News is, Jesus sets us free.  Like nothing else can!  Free from the guilt of the past, free from resentment, free from bitterness, free from boredom, free from the expectations of others, free to be what God wants me to be.  God wants to make us free.  The more I let Christ into my life the freer I become.  

3.
God offers forgiveness.  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 6:23 God says, “I want to wipe the slate clean.  I want to forgive everything you’ve ever done wrong.  I want to give you a clear conscience.  I want to wipe out the past, give you a new start, a fresh approach.”  

4.
My method is to Live It & Share It  

First, I’ve got to demonstrate the Good News.  Titus 2:10 “..but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive..”  Circle “show”.  You’ve got to demonstrate in every way, in your lifestyle, what it means to be a believer so that the teaching of God is attractive.  Circle “attractive.”  God says that He wants you and me, if you’re a believer, to live in a way that draws people to Christ, that our lives are attractive, that we are contagious.  

Is your life attracting anybody to Christ?  Is there anybody interested in becoming a believer because of you?  If not, I’d better check out my lifestyle.  What’s wrong with me?  Because it is Good News.  

The fact is you’re being watched, whether you like it or not.  You’re being watched by all the people in your world—your boss, your employees, your business associates, the people you go to school with.  They’re watching you like a hawk.  There are some people in your life that only you would be able to reach.  They need an expression of God in a personality they can relate to.  There are some people in your world—people you will come into contact with—that if they could see God in you, working through you, working through your personality, your background, your interests, your education, the way God wired you, if they could see God in you, that would be the thing that would help them step over the line to make a decision for Christ. There are some people that will never be reached unless you do your part.  

I don’t want to get to heaven one day and explain to God why somebody else used my lifestyle as an excuse for not coming to Christ.  I take that very seriously.  Please understand the high stakes we’re talking about here.  We’re talking about where people are going to spend eternity—heaven or hell.  They are both real.  How I live my life and who I choose to share Christ with may make a difference in some lives.  It will in some lives, whether they spend it in one place or the other.  You cannot overestimate what we’re talking about today.  Your life is either going to draw people to Christ like a magnet or turn them off and push them away.  How you live is influencing far more people than you realize, than you think it is. 

Second, I’ve got to share it.  I Peter 3:15-16 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander..”  You don’t hit them with a two ton Bible and say, “Turn or burn!  You’re going to die and fry while we go to the sky!”  That’s not what reaches people.  What reaches people is caring about them.  Do it with gentleness and respect, the way Jesus did.  

We need to not only live the life but we have to verbalize it, tell other people.  It’s not enough to just live the life, you’ve got to tell other people.  It says “be ready to give the reason”. You’ve got to tell them how.  It’s not enough just to live it. God’s going to ask you why you didn’t tell it.  Even Jesus had to tell them and He was perfect.  You live a nice life and they might just think you’re a Boy Scout.  How do they know you’re a Christian?  A lot of Christians are Arctic River Christians—they’re frozen at the mouth..  But everyone is called to be a witness.  “This is what happened to me.”  

 “Be ready to share” means you have to get some training.  We are getting ready, in the next few weeks, to launch Discovery 401, where we will Discover Missions…how to share your faith in your local world and the globabl world.  You’ll want  to complete Discovery 101, 201 & 301 so that you can experience the joy of being “ready to share” when you reach 401.

Three practical steps in how to get started in your mission.  You do have this mission and one day God’s going to say, “Who did you bring with you?”  

1.
Make a prayer list of those around you and then start praying for opportunities.  


Who should you put on your prayer list?  Who should be your mission field?  First the people in your immediate family, then the relatives, then close friends, then neighbors and business associates, acquaintances, then the stranger that you meet on the bus or wherever.  God holds you responsible for those closest to you.  You’re not responsible for people you’ve never met.  You’re responsible for those you live by.  One day God’s going to say, “Did you ever talk to them about Me?”  

2.
Build a bridge by listening and caring.  

The key word in sharing your faith is relationship.  I heard a story about a Chinese foreign exchange student who some Christian had helped him become a believer.  He was explaining how it happened.  He said, “That man cared for me.  He built a bridge between my heart and his and Jesus Christ walked across.”  That’s what it’s all about.

Everybody is hurting somewhere.  The key to being effective in sharing the Good News is to listen.  Eventually one of those hurts, or needs or interests is going to come up and you can show how Jesus is the answer to that.  But we’ve got to live it and then we’ve got to share it.

There is nothing more significant than what we’re talking about right now.  If you want your life to really count invest it into bringing people into God’s family.  They will thank you for eternity.  Can you imagine getting to heaven and have somebody come up to you saying, “Thank you, thank you.”  You say, “Why?  What for?”  “You took the time to invite me to church.  You took the time to live the Christian life in front of me.  You took the time to give me a Bible, to talk with me about God.  I gave my life to Christ and today I’m in heaven because of you.”  It will be worth it.

Build a bridge by listening and caring.

3.
Invite them to church.  

Anybody can do this.  You may be a one day old Christian, you may not know anything about the Scriptures, but anybody can invite people to church.  After the service, take them out to lunch and say, “What did you think?”  Just talk, be human, be open, take your mask off.  What impresses people is when they see you’re struggling with the same things they’re struggling with but somehow you’ve got a little bit different perspective on it. You’ve got a little power that gives you the energy to keep going when you want to give up.  That’s God!  

CVC on Sunday morning are designed to make it easy for you to bring your friends.  If you’re not bringing people to church, you’re missing the whole point of the Sunday morning service.  It is to assist you in your mission.  Gallup did a survey that discovered there are 61 million people in America without a church home.  Of those, over 50% said, “I’d go, I’m just waiting for somebody to invite me.”

A Mercedes commercial that came out a while back said, “Some things in life are too important to not share.”  One of them is the Good News.  What if nobody had ever shared with you?  What if you’d never heard?  The mission we’re talking about today is critical.  There is no greater cause.  There is no greater purpose, no greater mission in life.  There is nothing that is going to have longer lasting impact because the results are going to last for eternity.  If you want your life to count, invest it in bringing people to Him.  I want to take hundreds of people with me into the kingdom.

Matthew 9:35-38 “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.".   Notice Christ’s compassion.  It says “He was moved with compassion”.  You’re not going to move out there until you’re moved in your heart.  You need to ask God to help you start seeing the people you work with from His different viewpoint.  I drive down the freeway everyday and pray, “Lord, how can I get the good news to these people?  As they’re speeding by, how can I get them to stand still long enough to tell them that they matter to God and that You have a plan and purpose for life that is greater than just getting to retirement.”

Let me challenge you in two very specific ways.  

1. Start taking the CVC Discovery Classes.  We have written them to help you get on the road to discovering your life purpose and know what we are all about.

2. Make a commitment today to start to plan who you’ll bring to church over the course of the next 90 days.  Make a 90 day plan.  Then, towards the end of the 90 days, let me know how it went with your list..and be prepared to have a whole new list!

