“Why Should I Believe That?  Can Faith & Doubt Live Together?”
July 30-August 1, 2005

MISCONCEPTIONS REGARDING DOUBT

#1) If I doubt, I may not be a “real Christian”
Truth:  Doubt is an opportunity for faith to grow
“Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)

  
“If faith never encounters doubt, if truth never struggles with error, if good never battles with evil, how can faith know its own power?  In my own pilgrimage, if I have to choose between a faith that has stared doubt in the eye and made it blink, or a naïve faith that has never known the firing line of faith, I will choose the former every time.”  The Gift of Doubt, Gary Parker
#2)  “Real faith” means no doubt
Truth:  Faith and Doubt can co-exist
King David in Psalm 22, 42, 60,73,74


“What is unbelief?  Unbelief is a willful refusal to believe.  It’s a deliberate decision.  It’s making either a conscious or subconscious decision not to have faith.  But that’s not what doubt is.


Doubt is to be indecisive or ambivalent over an issue.  It’s to be hung up between certainties and uncertainties.  You may have questions or concerns about some facet of the Christian faith.  In fact you can have a strong faith and still have some uncertainty about some theological issues.  You can be a full-fledged Christian without having to feel like every single matter of faith and life has been 100% absolutely settled in your life. 


David: The Psalms (22, 42, 60, 73, 74)   Did David have a weak faith?  No.  He had a strong faith.  This is how a strong faith is often expressed – honestly talking to God about the issues that are foremost in our hearts and our minds.

Psalm 22 (quoted from cross, forsaken)

Psalm 42 (downcast)

Psalm 60 (national destruction)

Psalm 73 (envy)

#3)  “Real Faith” is “Blind Faith!”

Truth:  God does not condemn us for real seeking!

“When the men came to Jesus, they said, ‘John the Baptist sent us to ask, Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else? So he replied to the messengers, ‘Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard:  The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.” (Luke 7:20,22-23)
“God is spirit, and His worshippers must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24)

Why Do Doubts Occur?

Misguided Theology

Faith vs. Feelings

Lack of Biblical Worldview

Hard Hearted Resistance

Defeating Doubts and Strengthening Faith!
Think through the source of your doubt

Request help from God and others
“You do not have because you do not ask God.”  James 4:2

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2)

Utilize your mind to find answers
“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect…”  I Peter 3:15-16

Solidify the object of your faith
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith….” (Hebrews 12:2a)

Take A Step Of Faith
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5)

“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1)

NEXT WEEK:  THE EXISTENCE OF GOD
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Why Should I Believe That?  The Existence of God……
August 6-7, 2005
What if there are no coincidences, no random chances, no such thing as blind natural selection, and no spontaneous generation.  What if there was a “first cause”?  Immanuel Kant said, “Two things fill the mind with ever increasing wonder and awe-the starry heavens above me and the moral law within me”  What if those two are connected?

Today…4 evidences for the existence of God…would like to thank my friend Ray Johnston of Bayside Church for much of the material in this teaching section.
1.  The evidence of creation, the cosmological argument
“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands.”  Psalm 19:1
You know already about the laws of cause and effect.   We live with this law every day….I push a ball, the force moves it.  Behaviors/Consequences. 

Well, the cosmological argument (cosmos, “world”), states that the universe is an effect which requires an adequate cause, and the only sufficient cause is God!

“There are only two possible explanations as to how life arose here on the planet… spontaneous generation arising to evolution, or a supernatural creative act of God.  There is no third position.  Spontaneous generation was scientifically disproved 120 years ago by Louis Pasteur, but that leaves us with only one other possibility, that life came as a supernatural act of creation by God.  But I can’t accept that philosophically, because I don’t want to believe in God, therefore by faith, I choose to believe in that which I know is scientifically impossible, spontaneous generation.”  -George Wall, Professor Emeritus of Biology, Harvard, Nobel Prize winner 1971, Biology.

That’s fine….just be clear that you are making a choice….
2. The evidence of design—the teleological argument
“For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”  Romans 1:20

The teleological argument (telos, “end”) states that the universe not only provides a maker but also a designer.  This argument simply says that random chance for the explanation of the universe and its complexity is highly unlikely.  It says wherever and whenever there is order, design and structure, reasonable thinking people know that someone is responsible for it.  Intelligent Design (huge changes here….)
WHAT IT TOOK FOR THE UNIVERSE TO PRODUCE LIFE…
Getting the right Sun
Any more massive: sun burns too quickly for life to be maintained

Any less massive: Planets would be too close or too far away to support life

If any redder: Photosynthesis would be insufficient

If any bluer: Photosynthesis would be insufficient

Getting the Right Distance from the Sun
2% closer: All life in earth is destroyed

2% further: All life in earth is destroyed

“If the laws of physics were different, if gravity was slightly different, if the strong nuclear force within an atom was different, molecules couldn’t function, matter would fly apart, and scientists are beginning to wonder who calibrated it all.”  - Hugh Ross, “The Creator and the Cosmos”  

Astrophysicist Fred Hoyle calculated the odds that all the functional proteins necessary for life might form in the place by random events.  He came up with a figure of one chance in 1040,000  (that’s 1 with 40,000 zeros after it).  Since there are only about 1080 subatomic particles in the entire visible universe, he concluded that this was “an outrageously small probability.” “Life could not have originated here on the earth.  Nor does it look as though biological evolution can be explained from within an earthbound theory of life.  My atheism has been greatly shaken.”

 “The community of scientists are prepared to consider the idea that God created the universe a more respectable hypothesis today than at any time in the last hundred years.” 

-Science historian Fredric B. Burnham,

“To suppose that the eye, with so many parts all working together could have been formed by natural selection seems, I freely confess, absurd in the highest degree.”  -Charles Darwin, The Origin of Species
3.  The evidence of personality—the anthropological argument 

“For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”  Romans 1:20

Purpose Driven Life….we long for it!
I call this “the anthropological argument” because it tries to demonstrate the existence of a personal god from the personal nature of human beings.  The reality is that love, values, behaviors, etc. all had to come from somewhere.
My basic line of reasoning is this: we human beings are personal beings. This means, I believe, that we are constituted by a mind which is self-aware and is rational, a heart which is free and can love and which is, therefore, morally responsible, and a soul (or call it what you will) which longs for meaning and significance.

Now the dilemma we face is this: either we exist in an environment (viz. the cosmos) which is compatible with these attributes, or we do not… Our cosmic environment “answers” our natural drives and thereby makes sense of them. Are you following me?

My contention is that unless there is a personal God who is the ultimate reality within which we exist, then we humans can only be viewed as absurd, tortured, freaks of nature; for everything that is essential to us is utterly out of place in this universe. We are the product of a cruel, sick, cosmic joke.  So, for example, we humans instinctively assume that reality should be rational, and that reasoning gets us closer to truth (and science seems to say that this assumption is valid), but in the end nature is irrational. There is no overarching mind to it.

We humans instinctively assume that our moral convictions are true to reality, do we not?  There are, of course, people who say that moral convictions are “just a matter of taste,” but cut them off at an intersection and their convictions change. 

And we humans instinctively hunger for meaning and purpose. We strive to infuse our lives with some sort of significance, some sort of meaning. But if our cosmos is ultimately indifferent and purposeless, all we are, all we do, all we believe in, all we strive for is “dust in the wind.”  After we exist, it matters not whether anyone has ever, or ever will again, exist. Everything is ultimately meaningless.

4) The evidence of expert testimony
“A super-intellect has monkeyed with physics, as well as with chemistry and biology…”

 –Fred Hoyle, Annual Reviews of Astronomy and Astrophysics 20 (1982), p.16

“the laws (of physics) seem themselves to be the product of increasingly ingenious design…(There) is for me powerful evidence that there is something going on behind it all…it seems as though somebody has fine-tuned nature’s chambers to make the Universe…the impression of design is overwhelming.”   -Paul Davies, Superforce, p. 243, the Cosmic Blueprint, p. 203, Science Digest, (October 1983), p. 24.  Davies is a widely published and well-known astrophysicist, who has moved from promoting atheism to a belief in God.

“The exquisite order displayed by our scientific understanding of the physical world calls for the divine.” –Vera Kistiakowsky, famed MIT physicist, Cosmos, Bios, Theos, p. 52

“Astronomy leads us to…a universe with the very delicate balance needed to provide exactly the conditions required to permit life, and one which has an underlying (one might say supernatural) plan.”  -Arno Penzias, Nobel Prize winner for physics for the discovery of cosmic background radiation, cosmos, Bios, Theos, p. 83

If God exists………what now?

3 Big Implications

God has given us His image!
 “Then God said, "Let us make man in our image…..So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”  Genesis 1:26-27 

We should have a holy reverence for life and every person we encounter.

Jesus is Lord of creation
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation” Colossians 1:15

Jesus is where all our issues must resolve
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith…”  Hebrews 12:1-2

RESOURCE CENTER FOR ADDITIONAL RESEARCH WEB SITES

NEXT WEEK….THE BIBLE…WHY SHOULD I BELIEVE IT??

BOB BENSON STORY….

For Further Research

A surprisingly good web site focusing on bible/science/Christianity/origins

http://www.geocities.com/CapeCanaveral/Hangar/4264/relsci.html

Two good web sites focusing on the "intelligent design" argument that has been gaining increasing credibility in the scholarly and scientific communities 

http://www.arn.org/ OR http://www.origins.org/

The Reasons to Believe web site

http://www.reasons.org/

The American scientific Affiliation home page, an organization of scientists who are Christians.  They address ethical issues (such as cloning & genetic engineering) and educational (teaching) issues as well as origins issues.  

http://asa.calvin.edu/ASA/index.html

A student-run site that has a pretty good list of references to other sites on the creation/evolution and intelligent design issues, both pro and con, indexed as to basic stance:

http://www-acs.ucsd.edu/%7Eidea/links.htm

Web sites suggestions from Paul Greaves

“Why Would I Believe That?-The Authority of the Bible”
August 6-7, 2005

 “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,

for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate,

equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is unique….
Circulation

It is without question the single most published book in the history of the world.  It has been read by more people and published in more languages than any other book.  Billions have been printed and tens of millions continue to be sold and circulated year after year.  Find another book that has stayed on top of the bestseller list for three hundred years.

Translation

It is the single most translated book in the world.  Even though it’s been translated in over 1,200 languages already – a literal army of fulltime translators is working today to make it available to still more people groups.  

Durability

It has survived bans and burnings, ridicule and criticism.  Countless kings and rulers have tried to eradicate it - but it lives on and its influence continues to spread.  Thousands of Bibles continue to pour into Eastern block countries, the Middle East and communist China.  The Bible has outlived every one of its cruelest opponents. 

(Voltaire, the noted French infidel who died in 1778, said that in one hundred years from his time, Christianity would be swept from existence and passed into history.  Fifty years after his death the Geneva Bible Society used his press and began printing Bibles in his house.)  

Impact

Over centuries of study millions upon millions of people have credited the Bible for transforming their lives, altering their view of the world, changing their relationships, values and their view of eternity.  Not many books have that kind of affect on people’s lives.  

 “This Jesus of Nazareth, without money and arms, conquered more millions than Alexander, Caesar, Mohammed, and Napoleon; without science and learning. He shed more light on things human and divine than all philosophers and scholars combined; without the eloquence of schools, He spoke such words of life as were never spoken before or since, and produced effects which lie beyond the reach of orator or poet; without writing a single line, He set more pens in motion, and furnished themes for more sermons, orations, discussions, learned volumes, works of art, and songs of praise than the whole army of great men of ancient and modern times.”  –  Historian Philip Schaff
Composition
1.  Written over a 1,500-year span.

2.  Written over 40 generations.

3.  Written by over 40 authors from every walk of life including kings, peasants, philosophers, fishermen, poets, statesmen, scholars, etc.:

Moses, a political leader, trained in the universities of Egypt

Peter, a fisherman




Amos, a herdsman

Joshua, a military general

Nehemiah, a cupbearer

Daniel, a prime minister

Luke, a doctor

Solomon, a king

Matthew, a tax collector

Paul, a rabbi

Written in different places:

Moses in the wilderness

Jeremiah in a dungeon

Daniel on a hillside and in a palace

Paul inside prison walls

Luke while traveling

John on the isle of Patmos

Others in the rigors of a military campaign

Written at different times:

David in times of war

Solomon in times of peace

Written during different moods:

Some writing from the heights of joy and others writing from the depths of sorrow and despair

Written on three continents:

Asia, Africa and Europe

Written in three languages:

Hebrew: Was the language of the Old Testament.

In 2 Kings 18: 26-28 called “the language of Judah”

In Isaiah 19:18 called “the language of Canaan.”

Aramaic: Was the “common language” of the Near East until the time of Alexander the Great (6th century B.C. – 4th century B.C.) 32/218

Greek: New Testament language - was the international language at the time of Christ.

IS THE BIBLE RELIABLE?

More than a few answer - “Of course it’s not accurate.  It’s riddled with myths, mistakes and contradictions.  It has nothing to do with historical fact.”  However, Christianity is rooted in history. Jesus Christ was counted in a Roman census. If the Bible’s historical references are not true, grave questions may be raised about the reliability of other parts of the message based on historical events.    

Are The Old Testament Documents Historically Reliable?

PROBLEM: “Of course it’s not accurate.  It’s riddled with myths and mistakes and contradictions.  It has nothing to do with historical fact.”

ANSWER:  The Bible makes hundreds of references to historical events, places, and people so there’s plenty of opportunity for contradiction with a historical record.  But, there is remarkable agreement between the historical record and the Biblical account.  In the few cases where there have been contradictions between the Biblical account and the historical record, recent archeological discoveries have tended to prove that the Biblical account was the more accurate account.  

•
The Hittite nation

•
Belshazzar (the King of Babylon)

•
Hebrew slaves in Egypt.  

•
Moses writing the Law 

•
The Walls of Jerico

•
Solomon’s Temple

•
King Nebuchadnezzar

•
Israel released from captivity by Cyrus

•
Assyrian King Sargon 

•
The Book of Isaiah

•
The Census

 William Ramsey, a archaeological scholar, went to the lands of the Bible a few decades ago to prove that it was full of historical errors.  He was an atheist.  He was going to write a book about it.  After years of painstaking study he said, “I am amazed to find the Bible completely trustworthy in every historical and geographical detail”.  

Answer – The Old Testament Has No Equal With Respect To Manuscript Duplication
The Old Testament was copied with such precision that, when an entire scroll had been copied by hand, one letter at a time, if one mistake was made, the scroll was destroyed.  In addition, the Jewish copyists of the Hebrew Scriptures adhered to detailed requirements in copying:

Each copy had to be made on a brand new writing surface and had to be prepared in a specific way;

Each copy had to be written in a certain number of columns of 30 letters width, written right above each other so if there was a mistake made it was know immediately;

Each copy had to be written in a certain color and quality of ink;

Each copy had to be made from an authenticated original; 

Not even the tiniest letter could be written from memory, as one would glance at the word “to” and write the letters “t” and “o” before glancing back at the original, but every letter was copied singly from the original;

No letter could connect with or overlap another letter ;

Every letter of every page and book was counted and compared against the original.  The number of times each letter of the alphabet occurred in a book was counted and compared against the original.  The middle letter of the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old Testament) and the middle letter of the entire Hebrew Bible were computed and indicated in the text.  If one of these calculations was incorrect, they took the entire scroll, destroyed it and started over (These people had a lot of spare time!);
We have people who devote their entire life to producing a couple of perfect, flawless copies.

Question – Are The New Testament Documents Historically Reliable?

Answer - The Bible Has No Equal With Respect To Manuscript Documentation.  

	Author
	Written
	Earliest Copies
	Time Span
	No. of  Copies

	Plato
	427-347 B.C.
	A.D. 900
	1,200 yrs.
	7

	Sophocles
	496-406 B.C.
	A.D. 1,000
	1,400 yrs.
	100

	Homer
	900 B.C.
	400 B.C.
	500 yrs.
	643

	Euripides
	480-406 B.C.
	A.D. 1,100
	1,500 yrs.
	9

	Aristotle
	384-322 B.C.
	A.D. 1,100
	1,400 yrs.
	5

	New Testament
	A.D. 40-100
	A.D. 125
	25 yrs.
	24,000 +


“The interval, then, between the dates of original composition and the earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be in fact negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt that the Scriptures have come down to us substantially as they were written has now been removed.  Both the authenticity and the general integrity of the books of the New Testament may be regarded as finally established.”  – Sir Frederic Kenyon, a world-renowned scholar of the ancient manuscripts  

“After trying to shatter the historicity and validity of the Scripture, I came to the conclusion that it is historically trustworthy.  It one discards the Bible as being unreliable, then he must discard almost all literature of antiquity.”  – Josh McDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict
“For the word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12)

1.
The Evidence Of MANUSCRIPT RELIABILITY

HOW WE GOT THE NEW TESTAMENT

•
The Originals (“autographs”) (50-90 A.D.)

•
Papyrus manuscripts (early copies--90 to 300 A.D.)

Papyrus was the common material used for writing purposes at the beginning of the Christian era.  It was made from reeds and was highly durable.  In the last 500 years many remains of documents written on papyrus have been discovered, including fragments of manuscripts of the New Testament.

•
Uncial manuscripts (300-800 A.D.)

About 200 years after they were made people started saying, “Hey, these are kind of unstable.  We’re going to put them on better paper – antelope skins, vellum.”  They were also called Codex copies.  And they were copies of the papyrus copies.  The uncials were written from about 300-800 A.D

•
Minuscule manuscripts (800-1400 A.D.)

The uncial manuscripts were expensive, not a lot of people could afford these things so thousands of what they called minuscule manuscripts began to be written. They were written in cursive handwriting, very small so that they could save paper.  

•
Printed Bibles (1456-present)

PROBLEM!  How do I know my New Testament reflects the original text?

We have no originals. Until about 100 years or so ago we had no papyrus copies or quality uncial copies.  So, if that’s the case, how do you know the original is accurate?  How do I know my New Testament has any resemblance to the original manuscripts?

About 100 years ago this was a common objection to the Bible - until the growing field of archaeology revealed some fascinating ancient manuscripts.  Some early uncials were discovered.  Then some of the first generation papyrus scrolls started were found.  People began to wonder, do the early minuscules accurately reflect these ancient papyrus documents?  

•
The discovery of the Codex Sinaiticus (350 A.D.) 

Located in the British Museum, these ancient unseals contain almost all the New Testament and over half of the Old Testament.  They resemble, almost line for line the Greek in the middle-age minuscules.  In other words, the text of the Bible had hardly changed at all in its transmission.

•
The discovery of the Codex Ephraimi (345 A.D.)

Ephraim was an obscure middle-aged priest who recorded his sermons in an ancient book.  A book dealer in Paris noticed that underneath his Latin writing he could see some Greek letters….and discovered the second oldest complete text of the New Testament ever found.  Currently located in the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris. 

•
The discovery of the Codex Vaticanus (325 A.D.) 

In 1475, while cataloging the Vatican library for the first time an ancient manuscript now known as the Codex Vaticanus was discovered. Written in Greek and dated at 325 A.D. this is the oldest complete New Testament ever found.  Kept under wraps until the 1800’s, under a lot of pressure, they finally let scholars date it and study it .  What did they discover?  This copy reflects almost word for word the best of the minuscules and our current Bibles.

•
The discovery of papyrus fragments (as early as 90 A.D.!)

Today, we have 266 of the uncials and to a startling degree they agree with contemporary New Testament translations.  Some of the earliest papyrus scrolls have also been discovered.  For example, archaeologists found a mummy in Eqypt dating as early as 98 A.D..  It’s head was wrapped in parchment -- which turned out to be chapter 18 of the book of John.  Most scholars think that the book of John was written about 98 A.D.  Incidentally, it reads exactly like John 18 in contemporary Bibles. 

Carsten Thiede, the German scroll expert declares: “There are now over 100 papyri at museums and libraries…the gospels are more authentic than we thought.  The gap between the Jesus of history and the Jesus of faith is not as great as academics have claimed.” 

Millard Burrows of Yale says:  “Another result of comparing New Testament Greek with the language of the papyri [discoveries] is an increase of confidence in the accurate transmission of the text of the New Testament itself.”  

Archaeologist William Albright, said:  “Thanks to the Qumran discoveries, the New Testament proves to be in fact what it was formerly believed to be:  the teaching of Christ and his immediate followers between cir. 25 and cir. 80 A.D..”

HOW WE GOT THE OLD TESTAMENT

A.  THE TALMUDISTS (A.D. 100-500)

The Talmudists had quite an intricate system for transcribing synagogue scrolls.

Samuel Davidson describes some of the disciplines of the Talmudists in regard to the Scriptures. “(1) A synagogue roll must be written on the skins of clean animals, (2) prepared for the particular use of the synagogue by a Jew. (3) These must be fastened together with strings taken from clean animals. (4) Every skin must contain a certain number of columns, equal throughout the entire codex. (5) The length of each column must not extend over less than 48 or more than 60 lines; and the breadth must consist of thirty letters. (6) The whole copy must be first-lined; and if three words be written without a line, it is worthless. (7) The ink should be black, neither red, green, nor any other color, and be prepared according to a definite recipe. (8) An authentic copy must be the exemplar, from which the transcriber ought not in the lease deviate. (9) No word or letter, not even a yod, must be written from memory, the scribe not having looked at the codex before him… (10) Between every consonant the space of a hair or thread must intervene; (11) Between every new parashah, or section, the breadth of nine consonants; (12) Between every book, three lines. (13) The fifth book of Moses must terminate exactly with a line; but the rest need not do so. (14) Besides this, the copyist must sit in full Jewish dress,  (15) Could not begin to write the name of God with a pen newly dipped in ink, (16) and should a king address him while writing that name he must take no notice of him.” 

Why don’t we have more old MSS? The very absence of ancient MSS, when the rules and accuracies of the copyists are considered, confirms the reliability of the copies we have today. Gleason Archer states,  “Even through the two copies of Isaiah discovered in Qumran Cave 1 near the Dead Sea in 1947 were thousand years earlier than the oldest dated manuscript previously known (A.D. 980), they proved to be word for word identical with our standard Hebrew Bible in more than 95 percent of the text. The 5 percent of variation consisted chiefly of….variations in spelling. … They do not affect the message of revelation in the slightest.” 

The Talmudists were so convinced that when they finished transcribing a MS they had an exact duplicate, that they would give the new copy equal authority. Frederic Kenyon in Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts expands on the destruction of older copies: “The same extreme care which was devoted to the transcription of manuscripts is also at the bottom of the disappearance of the earlier copies. When a manuscript had been copied with the exactitude prescribed by the Talmud, and had been duly verified, it was accepted as authentic and regarded as being of equal value with any other copy. If all were equally correct, age gave no advantage to a manuscript; on the contrary, age was a positive disadvantage, since a manuscript was liable to become defaced or damaged in the lapse of time. A damaged or imperfect copy was at once condemned as unfit for use.”

B. THE MASSORETIC PERIOD (A.D. 500-900)

The Massoretes (from massora, “Tradition”) were well disciplined and treated the text “with the greatest imaginable reverence, and devised a complicated system of safeguards against scribal slips.”   They counted, for example, the number of times each letter of the alphabet occurs in each book; they pointed out the middle letter of the Pentateuch and the middle letter of the whole Hebrew Bible, and made even more detailed calculations than these. 

PROBLEM!  How do I know my Old Testament reflects the original text?

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls confirmed the accuracy of our text!

In 1947 the world learned about what has been called the greatest archeological discovery of the century.  In caves in the valley of the Dead Sea, ancient jars were discovered containing the now-famous Dead Sea Scrolls.  From these scrolls, it is evident that a group of Jews lived at a place called Qumran from about 150 B.C. to A.D. 70. The find included the earliest manuscript copy yet known of the complete Book of Isaiah, and fragments of almost every book in the Old Testament

The significance of this find, for those who wonder about the accuracy of the Old Testament text, can easily be seen.  In one dramatic stroke, almost 1,000 years were hurdled.  By comparing the Dead Sea Scrolls with the Masoretic text, we would get a clear indication of the accuracy, or lack of it, of transmission over the period of nearly a millennium.

What was actually learned?  Scholar Gleason Archer states that  “Even through the two copies of Isaiah discovered in Qumran Cave 1 near the Dead Sea in 1947 were thousand years earlier than the oldest dated manuscript previously known (A.D. 980), they proved to be word for word identical with our standard Hebrew Bible in more than 95 percent of the text. The 5 percent of variation consisted chiefly of obvious slips of the pen and variations in spelling.” 

Millard Burrows, concludes: “It is a matter of wonder that through something like a thousand years the text underwent so little alteration..’ 

“We can have great confidence in the fidelity to which this material has come down to us, especially compared with any other ancient work.” - Bruce Metzger

 “The last foundation for any doubt that the scriptures have come down to us substantially as they have been written, has been removed.  The Christian can take the whole Bible in his hand and say without fear or hesitation that he holds in it the true Word of God, handed down without essential loss from generation to generation throughout the centuries.” - Sir Fredrick Kenyon,  Director of the British Museum and a legend in the field of paleography.

2.  The Evidence Of HISTORICAL RELIABILITY

Nelson Glueck ,the renowned Jewish archaeologist, wrote:  “It may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a biblical reference.”  

Keith N. Schoville states:  “It is important to realize that archaeological excavations have produced ample evidence to prove unequivocally that the Bible is not a pious forgery.  Thus far, no historical statement in the Bible has been proven false on the basis of evidence retrieved through archaeological research.”

3.
The Evidence Of FULFILLED PROPHESIES

4.
The Evidence Of Eyewitness Accounts

Luke 1: 1-3 – “Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things accomplished among us, just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the Word have handed them down to us, it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully form the beginning, to writhe it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus.

II Peter 1:16 – “For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”

I John 1:3 – “…What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.”

Acts 2:22 – “’Men of Israel, listen to these words:  Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know….’”

John 19:35 – “And he who has seen has borne witness, and his witness is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe.”

Acts 26:24-28 “Paul said, …” I utter words of sober truth. For the king knows about these matters, and I speak to him also with a confidence, since I am persuaded that none of these things escape his notice; for this has not been done in a corner’.”

The New Testament documents were being circulated within a short enough time after the events occurred that if the record wasn’t true and accurate it would have been laughed out of circulation in no time.  But, that didn’t happen.  The New Testament records spread like wildfire shortly after the establishment of the church and no wide spread or sustained protest of the contents was launched despite the fact that the documents contained many references to supernatural activity.  

Dr. Clark H. Pinnock, professor of systematic theology at Regent College, states: “There exists no document from the ancient world witnessed by so excellent a set of textual and historical testimonies, and offering so superb an array of historical data on which an intelligent decision may be made. An honest (person) cannot dismiss a source of this kind. Skepticism regarding the historical credentials of Christianity is based upon an irrational (i.e., antisupernatural) bias.”
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Why Should I Believe That?  Evolution vs. Creationism

August 20-21, 2005

DOES EVOLUTION DISPROVE THE BIBLE?

For many, evolution has been an unanswerable objection to Christianity…”evolution ‘proves there was no Creator’.  As Carl Sagan put it, “There is nothing left for God to do.”  And yet, 
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  Genesis 1:1

We live in a century where evolution was talked about as theory and later taught as fact.  Christians (and creationists) have been portrayed as being narrow, bigoted, anti-intellectual, and unwilling to look at scientific reason or fact while holding to an irrational position.

Is it intellectually (and scientifically) feasible to believe that the universe, the world and all living  things are the result of intelligent design by a creator?
OR is mechanistic evolution a scientific fact that has empirically and logically been proven and life evolved by purposeless chance, without design, creation, or guidance by God?

1.  
What Do We Mean By Evolution?

•
Microevolution — Refers to small-scale variation or change within a species.  Occurs naturally as species adapt to changing environment.  Virtually no one disagrees that there is change within certain kinds of species. 

•
Macroevolution — Refers to changes from one species to produce a new species.  Natural selection and survival of the fittest operate in a purposeless process as gradual changes occurring over millions or billions of years produced life.  Macroevolution is Darwin’s theory that from a simple single cell, came: plants, animals, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals.

Darwin repeatedly referred to the simple single cell.  But now the human cell is known to be fantastically complex, made up of hundreds of thousands of smaller protein molecules, and Harvard University paleontologist George Gaylord Simpson tells us that a single protein molecule is the most complicated substance known to mankind.  

In his book, Darwin’s Black Box, molecular biologist Michael Behe explains that scientists have begun to open the black boxes of biology, and they have revealed a fantastically complex world of interacting proteins and enzymes underneath.

Molecular mechanisms are irreducibly complex.  What this means is simply that they are made up of many parts that interact in complex ways, and all the parts need to work together.  Any single part has no useful function unless all the other parts are also present.  There is therefore no pathway of functional intermediate stages by which a Darwinian process could build such a system step by tiny step.

To illustrate:  A single cell, to become living, would need a vast number of parts – at least 239 molecules each containing 445 amino acids.  All 445 of them must be lined up in a single file in perfect sequential order for a protein to function.  And for a single cell to spring to life they would have to line up not perfectly once but 239 times to form 29 proteins which would make one living cell…..IRREDUCIBLE COMPLEXITY

On Darwin’s Theory Then—

“If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed which could not possibly have been formed by numerous, successive, slight modifications, my theory would absolutely break down.” —Charles Darwin, The Origin of Species (1859)

On Darwin’s Theory Now—

“To Darwin, the cell was a ‘black box’—its inner workings were utterly mysterious to him.  Now, the black box has been opened up and we know how it works.  Applying Darwin’s test to the ultra-complex world of molecular machinery and cellular systems that have been discovered over the past 40 years, we can say that Darwin’s theory has ‘absolutely broken down’.” —Michael Behe, biochemist, Darwin’s Black Box (1996)

REFER TO HANDOUT IN RESOURCE CENTER
What do scientists do with all this data?  Either they stay silent because they don’t dare challenge the orthodoxy – or they come up with non-Darwinian explanations.  For example, Francis Crick, the co-discoverer of the structure of DNA, says, “There is extreme difficulty in explaining how life could have evolved in the time it had on earth.”  But, he refuses to believe in a supernatural explanation.  So he surmises that an advanced extra-terestrial civilization - possibly facing extinction – sent primitive life forms to earth in a spaceship.  Any questions?

“When a scientist of Crick’s caliber feels he has to invoke undetectable spacemen, maybe it’s time to consider that life is what it so evidently seems to be – the product of creative intelligence.” -- Philip Johnson, law professor at UC Berkeley

One of the books I read put it like this regarding what would be required for all the evolutionary mechanisms to line up with the obvious indicators of design we see in the universe:  

If you won the lottery once, you’d be “lucky”…if you won 3 times in a row, you’d be in jail!  We “won” time after time with the fundamental forces of our world without which we would not be able to sustain life. (The Science of God, Gerald L. Schroeder, The Free Press, 1997)

How Important Is This Question?

Whether the world and its life as we know it evolved by chance, without a cause, or was created by God has comprehensive implications for all of human life.

•
Implications For Understanding Reality

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  Genesis 1:1

Ultimate reality is simply impersonal matter. If there is no creator, then everything is an impossible, implausible, irrational result of chance. And the equation for life is "nobody times nothing equals everything”.


OR

Ultimate reality is an infinite, personal, loving God. “Genesis” means origins, and in the book of Genesis you find many beginnings…

•
Origin Of The Universe. . 

•
Origin Of Order And Complexity. 

•
Origin Of The Solar System. 

•
Origin Of The Atmosphere And The Hydrosphere. The earth is uniquely equipped with a great body of liquid water and an extensive blanket of oxygen, nitrogen, gaseous mixture both of which are necessary for life. 

•
Origin Of Life, The almost infinite complexity programmed into the genetic system of plants and animals are inexplicable apart from intelligent design. 

•
Origin Of Human Beings  

•
Origin Of Marriage

•
Origin And Result Of Evil

Origin Of Salvation By Grace

•
Implications For Understanding Relationships

“God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”  Genesis 1:27

•
Implications For Understanding Ethics and Values

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them…”  Genesis 1:27-28

Morality is ultimately relative because every person is their own final authority. We come as nothing.  We leave as nothing.  There’s no God.  There’s no creator.  There’s no accountability.  

OR

Morality is defined by God and immutable because it is based on God's unchanging, holy character.

•
Implications For Understanding Yourself

For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”  Jeremiah 29:11

The universe is created by chance, without any ultimate purpose.

OR

The universe was lovingly created by God and life has ultimate meaning and purpose.  
How do you interpret life?  Jesus-Scripture-Nature or the other way around?  We would never believe in the resurrection or the virgin birth based on nature.

Literal reading unless context demands otherwise
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Quotes regarding Evolution
It is seldom fully appreciated that the only real evidence for or against evolution is in the fossil record.  Only the fossil record provides examples of what actually did happen.  Darwin recognized this as a problem as well and wrote, “(The fossil record) is probably the gravest and most obvious of the many objections which may be urged against my views.”   –Charles Darwin, Origin of Species, p. 299

“The fossil record, and only the fossil record, provides direct evidence (for evolution).”  –Steven Stanley, of Johns Hopkins University, a leading paleontologist in The New Evolutionary Timetable, p. 72

“One of the major problems of evolution is the occurrence of diversified, multi-cellular marine invertebrates in lower Cambrian rocks…And their absence in rocks of greater age.  When we turn to examine the forerunners of these fossils, they are nowhere to be found.” – Palentologist, Axelrod, quoted in Andersen, Fossils in Focus

“We know that in the Cambrian strata of rock, all the invertebrate animals in the world suddenly appear as completely complex creatures with no ancestors before them, which is totally inexplicable to the evolutionists.” — George Gaylord Simpson, Harvard University

“The Cambrian strata of rocks, vintage about 500 million years, are the oldest ones in which we find most of the major invertebrate groups.  And we find many of them already in an advanced state of evolution, the very first time they appear.  It is as though they were just planted there, without any evolutionary history.  Needless to say, this appearance of sudden planting has delighted creationists.”  Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker (1996)

“There is no direct proof or evidence that any of the suggested events or changes ever took place…in this sense this account is science fiction.  There is a gap which we perhaps will never be able to fill”.   –N.J. Berril, The Origin of Vertebrates

“There are no intermediate forms between finned and limbed creatures in the fossil collections of the world… Once again, the evidence for gradual evolution is missing.”   Gordon Taylor, The Great Evolution Mystery, p. 60

“The origin of birds is largely a matter of deduction.  There is no fossil evidence of the stages through which the remarkable change from reptiles to birds was achieved.” W.E. Swinton, British Museum of Natural History, quoted in Andersen

In his textbook on evolution, Moody writes, “Apparently the transition to mammals occurred in the late Triassic….Unfortunately the fossil record is most fragmentary at this point.”  How fragmentary?  “More than a dozen (essentially modern) groups appear simultaneously in the fossil record.  It is a puzzle unlikely to ever be solved.”  Gordon Taylor, The Great Evolution Mystery, p. 74

Ardent Darwinist, G.G. Simpson concedes, “In all 32 orders of mammals, the break is so sharp and the gap so large that the origin of each order of mammals is speculative.” “The absence of transitional forms is an almost universal phenomenon…the line making connection with common ancestry is not known even in one instance”. –G. G. Simpson, quoted in Taylor, p. 78

“For paleontologists who have dedicated careers to confirming Darwin’s theory, the Fossil Record is discouragingly void of transitional forms that might explain the progression from one species to the next…No explicit examples of the kind of evolution Darwin predicted between species have shown up.” –PBS TV’s NOVA –see bibliography 

 “Now we would like to pursue that inquiry farther back in time, but the barrier to further progress seems insurmountable.  It is not a matter of another year, another decade of work, another measurement, or another theory; at this moment it seems as though science will never be able to raise the curtain on the mystery of creation.  For the scientist who has lived by his faith in the power of reason, the story ends like a bad dream.  He has scaled the mountains of ignorance, he is about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls himself over the final rock, he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there for centuries.”    — Robert Jastrow, God and the Astronomers, Landon (1992)

 “There is extreme difficulty in explaining how life could have evolved in the time it had on earth… An honest man armed with all the knowledge available to us now, could only state that in some sense the origin of life appears at the moment to be almost a miracle”.     
        — Francis Crick, Nobel Prize for co-discovering structure of DNA

"Nine-tenths of the talk of evolutionists is sheer nonsense not founded on observation and wholly unsupported by facts. This museum is full of proofs of the utter falsity of their views. In all this great museum, there is not a particle of evidence of the transmutation of species."    — Dr. Etheridge, famous fossilologist of the British Museum

"There is no evidence that man has descended from, or is, or was, in any way specially related to, any other organism in nature, through evolution, or by any other process. In support of all naturalistic conjectures concerning man's origin, there is not, at this time, a shadow of scientific evidence." - Prof. Beale, of King's College, London, a distinguished physiologist
Why Should I Believe That?  Jesus Only, Good & Evil, and Free Will
August 27-28, 2005

These last 4 weeks have been quite a journey…we’ve learned to lean into our doubts, to ask about the existence of God, the authority of the Bible, creation vs. evolution, and now this week we’re going to wrap it up by looking at 3 of the toughest questions there are….Is Jesus the only way?  If God is good, why is there evil in the world? If God knows the future, how is it that I still have free will?

Is Jesus the only way?
Recent Poll from Newsweek, MSNBC:

For Evangelical Christians--can a good person who isn't of your religious faith go to heaven or attain salvation, or not?  * 14052 web responses  

 RESPONSES  WEB  NEWSWEEK / Beliefnet   

 Yes  47%  68%    No  31%  22%  Don't know  22%  10%   

 For non-Evangelical Christians--can a good person who isn't of your religious faith go to heaven or attain salvation, or not?  * 11978 web responses  

 RESPONSES  WEB  NEWSWEEK / Beliefnet   

 Yes  64%  83%    No  11%  10%  Don't know  25%  7%   

 For Catholics--can a good person who isn't of your religious faith go to heaven or attain salvation, or not?  * 8872 web responses  

 RESPONSES  WEB  NEWSWEEK / Beliefnet   

 Yes  64%  91%    No  7%  3%  Don't know  28%  6%  

“Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6)

 “Salvation is found in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  (Acts 4:12)
Other religions are spelled do.   Christianity is spelled done.
“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior” (Titus 3:4-6)

Everyone has a moral standard written on their hearts and everyone is guilty of violating that standard
 “the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness” Romans 2:15 

Creation alone tells us of our creator and redeemer
“For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – His eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse…  for although they knew God, they neither glorified Him as God nor gave thanks to Him…” Romans 1:20-21

OT saints looked forward to their redeemer

What about people who have never heard? (RESOURCE ON WEB SITE)
If God is good, then why is there evil and suffering in the world?

What Kind of World Would You Create... If You Were God? 

One without suffering,  One in which man treated others with kindness and justice

One that is filled with love, cooperation and freedom

Amazingly enough . . . this is exactly the kind of world that God originally created. 

God created a perfect world

“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31)

No suffering, death or oppression - only freedom to live a wonderful life.

Since God created all things, He is the master of all.  God allowed man to choose to live in obedience to Him or to live in rebellion against His rightful authority. God was not a harsh ruler, He gave only one simple rule...

We choose to live in disobedience to God
Wanting to live his own way, according to what he thought was right, man chose to disobey God. Man's choice resulted in the fall (sin). Simply stated, sin is disobedience to God. He is the Creator and should be obeyed. Even more important, God is Himself the standard of what is right. Sin causes spiritual separation from God and physical death. Separation occurred because God is perfect and pure. His purity cannot dwell with sinfulness and His justice cannot allow it to go unpunished.

As a result of sin, the natural world was also cursed and began to die. The ground became less fertile and food became scarce. Man had to work harder to harvest much less. Mankind would also realize the effect that sin has on human relationships, leading to cruelty, murder, lust and causing disharmony within the family.

Mankind continues to sin, living in rebellion against God, the Creator. This is why the world is filled with suffering today. Man must take responsibility for destroying the perfection of God's creation.

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23)

“There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” (Proverbs 16:25)

That is, they say, how can a God of love permit such things in His world as war, sickness, pain, and death, especially when their effects often are felt most keenly by those who are apparently innocent? Either He is not a God of love and is indifferent to human suffering, or else He is not a God of power and is therefore helpless to do anything about it. In either case, the Biblical God who is supposedly one of both absolute power and perfect love becomes an impossible anachronism. Or so they claim!

There is really no such thing as the "innocent" suffering.

The world is now under God's Curse (Genesis 3:17) because of man's rebellion against God's Word.

We now live in a sin-stained world

“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.” (Romans 8:18-22)
God will redeem the future

“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”(Revelation 21:4)
Remember…God is eternal so these promises are certain!

If God knows the future, how do I have free will?
1)  God knows the future because He is eternal
“Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me.  I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.” (Isaiah 46:9-10)

2)  God pleads with us to change our course of action
The exhortations to turn to God (Prov 1:23; Isa 31:6; Ezek 14:6; Matt 18:13; Acts 3:19). 

The exhortations to repent (I Kings 8:47; Matt 2:3; Mark 1:15; Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38). 

The exhortations to believe (II Chr 20:20; Isa 43:10; John 6:29; 14:1; Acts 16:31). 

The exhortations to obey (Acts 5:32; II Thess 1:8; Heb 5:9). 

3)  God gives us a choice about whether to believe or reject His free gift

“You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life” (John 5:39-40)
“He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. He came to that which was his own, but His own did not receive Him. Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:10-12)
There is no question that the issue of God’s sovereignty, election, and man’s responsibility to believe has perplexed the minds of men for centuries. Here man’s finite mind crashes against the infinite mind of God. The best solution is to simply take the Word of God at face value and not attempt to make it fit our logic. Both truths, God’s sovereign election and man’s responsibility to believe are taught in the Bible and we won’t be able to truly resolve this until we are in heaven. It’s like looking at the roof of a house from the front yard (sovereign election) and then looking at it from the back yard (man’s need to believe). You can only see one side at a time unless you look down on the roof from above. Is has also been described this way: When you walk through the door into heaven you read over the door, “Whosoever will.” But on the other side you read, “elect from the foundations of the world.” 

No doubt, this is a doctrine that is difficult and theologians have debated the issues for centuries and will continue to do so. Let me just make a couple of points, however. Having been created in God’s image, man does have free will, but the capacity of that will has been so gravely affected by man’s fall into sin that he is spoken of as “dead in sin.” Before salvation and the pre-salvation ministry of the Spirit (see 1 Pet. 1:2), man can exercise his will, but only in a limited way. Romans tells us that man, left to himself does not seek after God (Rom. 3:11). Rather, he is turned to his own way and solutions for life (see Prov. 14:12; 16:25; Jer. 10:23). 

But Scripture also tells us that God (whom some have described as the hound of heaven) seeks to draw men to Himself (see Rom. 2:4; John 1:9; 12:32; 8:8-12). I take it that this means that He works to illuminate man’s heart and mind to realize that God is there (God consciousness) and to give man the ability to respond to His reality as seen in creation and to His revelation as given in the Bible if he will respond to that drawing work of God. Compare John 7:17 and Acts 17:22-31. This means that man is ultimately without excuse (see Rom. 1:18f). 

Scripture also teaches that God has those whom He has predestined. The primary focus in the word “predestined,” according to its usage, is the goal or design of God—predestined to be conformed to the image of Christ and to reign with Him, etc. The focus is not on becoming saved versus not becoming saved. 






















