“Whose Dime is it Anyway?”
February 6-7, 2005

DRAMA:  Offering Drama with an improv look and feel….

Think about it…what are some of the things you hear every week?

What’s In Your Wallet?

-  There Are Some Things Money Can’t Buy …    (for everything else there’s Mastercard – we’ll use only the graphic, Not the words for that part)

-  Don’t Leave Home Without It

-  Show Me the Money!

-  Give Us 20 Minutes, We’ll Give You the World

-  Time is on Your Side

-  Just Do It!

Randy Alcorn wrote a book he called “The Treasure Principle”…we’ll be using that as a personal devotional experience…in that book he calculated that 15 percent (1 out of every 7 words out of his mouth!) of everything Christ said relates to this topic (money and possessions) – more than His teachings on heaven and hell combined.  -  page 8

Is life really all about stuff or is there something else?   What really is the treasure of life? Is life a single treasure or a series of treasures?  Our purpose these next several weeks is to understand God’s perspective on stuff and begin to wonder about important issues like, “Whose Dime is it Anyway?”
Life is full of treasures!

Treasure can be time, relationships, money, opportunity (use of talents for impact)
Here is what Scripture says…
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
There’s a fundamental connection between our spiritual lives and how we think about and handle money.  We may try to divorce our faith and our finances, but God sees them as inseparable.  -  page 8 (RANDY ALCORN)

Let’s begin to learn what author Randy Alcorn describes as the Treasure Principle

God commands that we DON’T store up treasure on earth
But when Jesus warns us not to store up treasures on earth, it’s not just because wealth might be lost; it’s because wealth will always be lost.  Either it leaves us while we live, or we leave it when we die.  No exceptions.   – page 13

BUT

He also commands that we DO store up treasure in heaven!

Your heart follows your treasure
What will you do with your Confederate money?  -  page 13

Earth’s currency will become worthless when Christ returns – or when you die, whichever comes first.  (And either event could happen at any time.)  -  page 14

According to Jesus, storing up earthly treasures isn’t simply wrong.  It’s just plain stupid.  -  page 14

If you stopped reading too soon, you would have thought Christ was against our storing up treasures for ourselves.  No.  He’s all for it!  In fact, He commands it.

“Store up for yourselves.”
God expects and commands us to act out of enlightened self-interest.  He wants us to live to His glory, but what is to His glory is always to our good.  As John Piper puts it, “God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.”            -  page 15

You can’t take it with you – but you can send it on ahead.  – page 17
Solomon in Ecclesiastes 5 says not to spend your energy on accumulating wealth….like toiling for the wind.  We chase mirages with our money.  Why not store up treasure on earth…because it’s stupid!  It doesn’t last.  You can’t take it with you!

God wants us to have a treasure mindset…it’s just the RIGHT treasure

Your works don’t get you into heaven, but they do prepare the way for when you get there.  Every act of obedience here on earth is a deposit into your heavenly savings accounts….do you store up treasures here on earth or do you invest your treasure on earth to build up a treasure in heaven?

6 Principles from The Treasure Principle, by Randy Alcorn
1) God owns everything and I’m his money manager
Psalm 24:1, Leviticus 25:23, Haggai 2:8, I Corinthians 6:19-20, Deuteronomy 8:18, I Corinthians 4:2, Romans 14:10-12

3 general principles of ownership in the world:  Communism/Socialism (government), Capitalism (person), Christianity (God)

Scripture talks very clearly about God’s ownership. “The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. The land is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants. ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the LORD Almighty” (Psalm 24:1; Leviticus 25:23; Haggai 2:8).  You don’t even own yourself (God bought you with a price!)

Not only is all your money owned by God, but your time, your relationships, and your opportunities (includes talents) are owned by Him!  NONE of us is self employed…we report to God and are accountable to Him for our performance!

2)  My heart follows the money
Ecclesiastes 5:12, Matthew 6:33,  Show me the money! (Jerry Maguire).  Follow the money!

Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Jesus is saying, “Show me your checkbook, show me your Visa statement, show me your cash receipts, and I will show you where your heart is.” So what do our financial records say about where our hearts are?
Where you put your money also determines where your heart goes…buying a car, researching cameras, etc.
3. Heaven, not earth, is my home. 
2 Corinthians 5:8, Philippians 3:20, Hebrews 11:13-16, Psalm 90:10, Psalm 39:5

Suppose for a moment that your home is in France and you are visiting America for 80 days and are living in a hotel. Here is the rule: You can’t take anything back to France on your flight home, but you can earn money and wire deposits back to your bank in France. Would you fill your hotel room with extravagant gifts and expensive wall hangings? No! Your time here is short, so you send your treasures on home, where they will be waiting for you when you arrive. Scripture says that we are here for just 80 years or less and that is not much more than 80 days (Psalm 90:10). Scripture says that our life here is just like a breath (Psalm 39:5). We are here on earth

on a short-term visa. It’s going to expire soon. So, let’s not spend too much time fixing up the hotel

room. 

4. I should not live for the dot but for the line. 
Hebrews 11:25-26, Matthew 25:21

Life here on earth is like a dot. From that dot begins a line that extends for all of eternity and is never going to end. We are going to spend eternity in one of two places, heaven or hell. For all of us who have experienced the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are going to spend eternity in heaven, and that is a great and powerful thing. So let’s learn to live for the line, not the dot. Now we all live in the dot, we can’t help that. This is where we are. But if we are smart, while we are living in the dot, we are going to live for the line.
Strategic Service….where can I invest my life to make the most difference?  Mission of CVC…where am I needed?
Financial planners tell us that when it comes to our money, we ought not just think three days in advance or

three years in advance but, rather, think 30 or 50 years in advance. But Jesus, who is the most radical

investment advisor, says don’t just think 50 years down the road; think 50 million years down the

5. Giving is the only antidote to materialism. 
I Timothy 6:9-10,17-18, John 10:10 

VIDEO OF COUPLE CVC people
Giving is like the Copernican Revolution, when people realized that the earth revolves around the

sun. It’s when we realize that life doesn’t revolve around us. We are to revolve around what life is

really all about and that is our Lord Jesus Christ and His causes and His Kingdom. Giving shifts our

center of gravity. With giving we shift our center of gravity from earth to heaven. So now I am

revolving around the things of heaven instead of the things of earth.

6. God prospers me not to raise my standard of living but to raise my standard of giving. 
Malachi 3:10ff, Luke 6:38, II Corinthians 8:14, 9:7,10, Acts 20:35

God generously provides for us as givers. Why? The answer to that question is absolutely critical: “At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality” (2 Corinthians 8:14). We really solve two problems when we give. First, we solve the

problem of us having too much. Second, we solve the problem of others having too little. 
Imagine that you are alive at the end of the Civil War and you were living in the South while your

home was really in the North. While in the South, you had accumulated a large amount of

Confederate currency. There is nothing wrong with Confederate money, but suppose you knew that

the war was about to end and that the North was going to win and that once the war was over all

your Confederate money would be worthless
5 minutes after we die, we’ll know how we were supposed to live…..
14“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. 30And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ (Matthew 25:14-30)
29For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 28“‘Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 27Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 26“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 24“Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 23“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 22“The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.’ 21“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 20The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.’ 19“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 18But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 17So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 16The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. 15To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 
Two Questions We ALL have to Answer Some Day….

What have you done with my Son?
What did you do with what I entrusted to you?

Whose Dime is it Anyway?
February 13-14, 2005

USHERS HAVE HANDED OUT DIMES TO EVERYONE PRE-SERVICE
There is probably no subject in our modern age where it is easier to get tripped up than this one.  Many people think that pastors talk too much about money.  Still others think that churches are only after your wallet, not your heart.  It is impossible to experience the full benefits of spiritual maturity without first having surrendered control of the resources that God has entrusted to you.  

In fact, Jesus devoted one-half of the stories he told to the subject of possessions.  The Bible has 500 verses on prayer, fewer than 500 on faith, and over 2000 verses about money and possessions!  Clearly, what can consume our heart is a subject that is of importance to God!

TODAY WHEN YOU CAME IN YOU SHOULD HAVE RECEIVED A DIME.  TAKE IT OUT NOW AND LOOK AT IT…EVER wonder where the dime in your pocket was yesterday? How about last month? Was it at the grocery store, coffee shop, then the video rental store, then the gas station and finally arrived in your pocket? What will happen to all the dimes of our life? Whose dime is it anyway? 

Culture all around us is about stuff. Mine. Yours. Ours. Theirs. Everyone has stuff. Most of us want more than we have. How we navigate the world of stuff makes a difference in the outcomes of our lives. Consider this: 

· The average American shops six hours a week while spending forty minutes playing with his/her children. 

· By age twenty, we've seen one million commercials. 

· Recently, more Americans declared bankruptcy than graduated from college. 

· In 90 percent of divorce cases, arguments about money play a prominent role.  The Treasure Principle, Randy Alcorn

On your notes, I’d like you to draw a line between these four words:

Contentment----------------------------------------------------------------------------Greed

Trust--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Treasure

Now…mark an x on where you are living your life right now…where are you between fear and greed?  Where are you between trust and treasure?

But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  (1 Timothy 6:6-10, italics added)

Now friends, I’m teaching what I know to be true…even when I am an imperfect practitioner! 
But, let me assure you, I’m not headed where you might think……3 CARTOON images…..

We want you to find a much clearer way to deal with the tough topic of treasure; we’re going to search through and find the right perspective…

DRAMA---In Search of Buck
“I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:10-13)

What would it look like to live a fully contented life?  It seems to me that in order for that to happen, you’d have to settle the OWNERSHIP question of life.  Who owns your life?  Whose dime is it anyway?
We all decide whether to trust in God or trust in stuff
“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” (Matthew 6:24)

When we make the wrong choices about God and stuff, we end up having lives that are never satisfied…and that typically comes from making one of 3 basic mistakes in our thinking….
3 Cases of Wrong Thinking About Life…
1)  Thinking that stuff is what life is all about….

"A person’s life does not consist in the possessions that he has" (Luke 12:15).

We’ve already said that treasure takes many forms:  time, relationships, money, opportunity.  BUT, your life simply is NOT all about stuff.  Life is about the line, not the dot!

2) Thinking that my time will go on forever…

"But God said to [the man who built even bigger barns], ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God." (Luke 12:20-21).

STORY:  There was a man who God blessed, God gave the man everything that he could ever want. Money, family and he was also very handsome. And in return the man was a faithful servant. Well God sent St. Peter to tell the man that he had a week to live. St. Peter also told the man because he had been such a good servant that he was allowed to bring one material possession with him. Well St. Peter then told the man he had to know what he was bringing before the week was up. Well the week passed and St. Peter came down, he asked the man what he was going to bring with him. The man looked up at St. Peter and said he wanted to bring a suitcase of gold bars. Well St. Peter said….well, I guess you can if you want…but let me ask…Why is it that you are bringing paving stones?
Hard to reconcile laying up treasures on earth and treasures in heaven…in fact, you can’t do it.  You have to choose.  Are you ultimately living for the dot or for the line?  If you live for the line, that means you live in the dot…in light of the line.

3) Thinking that I can store up treasure on earth and heaven!
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

You’ve got to hold loosely the stuff of this life! You can’t bank in two banks at once….
You might be thinking about now that I believe God is opposed to success.  That somehow God wants us to treat treasures of time, relationships, money, and opportunity as things to be avoided.  YOU’D BE WRONG!  I ACTUALLY THINK EXACTLY THE OPPOSITE!  Were you able to hear my conversations with business people, you’d hear me say that I believe that God has STRATEGICALLY placed them where there are…that the treasures of time, relationships, money, and opportunity are to be EMBRACED!  Why?  They are to be embraced WITH PURPOSE.  Your life is not your own as a Christ follower.  Everything in your hands, everything on your calendar, everything in your heart, CAME FROM HIM AND BELONGS TO HIM…HE EXPECTS US TO USE EVERYTHING FOR HIS GLORY AND FOR HIS HONOR!
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.” (Matthew 13:44-45)

God wants us to delight in His treasures and to go after His purposes in life.  When we do, it is an amazing thing that God does…He gives us more treasure!
"Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.  So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of your own?” (Jesus speaking, Luke 16:10-12)

CVC VIDEO….TWO STORIES…????? (NAME?), JARROD & NICOLE MEYER

THE DIME IN YOUR HAND RIGHT NOW…WHOSE IS IT?  IF YOU HAD A LOT OF MONEY IN YOUR HAND THAT WOULD BE A GOOD QUESTION RIGHT?  Here’s the problem….when we don’t realize the gift of an hour, we can’t begin to understand the value of a day.  When we don’t appreciate the special moments with a friend, we can’t imagine their meaning to our lives on the day when they are gone.  If we don’t know who owns the dime, we won’t understand who owns the hundreds and thousands of life.
CVC people who have been learning these truths in their lives…

Why Trust God with the Treasures of Life?

1) It will reduce my stress.

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  (Proverbs 3:5-6)

2) It will increase my material provision.

Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.  (Proverbs 3:9-10)

See also Deuteronomy 14:20, Ecclesiastes 11:1, Malachi 3:10, Mark 4:24,  Luke 6:38,  2 Corinthians 9:6-10, Philippians 4:19

You come next week…..and bring a friend.  I’ll show you what I know that I know that I know….that God has a plan for us to receive all that He has for us.  If we learn this one discipline, then treasure will be a trust that we are able to celebrate!
NEXT WEEKEND…BIRTHDAY WEEKEND….GREAT MUSIC, FUN VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS, AND A SPECIAL GIFT…BRING A FRIEND OR SOMEONE WHO HAS A CVC BACKGROUND…

“Who’s Dime is it Anyway?”
February 19-20, 2005 (Birthday Weekend)

We live in a world that can get really wacked in terms of financial realities….consider these financial realities we are living with today…

53% of kids say buying certain products makes them feel better about themselves

73% of parents say today’s kids are too focused on buying and consuming things…

75% of parents say their kids do fewer chores than children did 10-15 years ago…

Working couples with kids today make 75% more than the typical single breadwinner family did in the 1970’s…but the cost of owning a home has risen faster…so there is only 50% of the discretionary income…..

Families with 3-12 years olds spend 53.8 BILLION dollars annually on entertainment, personal care items, and reading materials for their children…..17.6 BILLION more than 8 years ago…

* 70% of Americans are living paycheck to paycheck - Wall St. Journal
* The average American family has $38,000 in consumer debt (not including mortgages)

* The personal savings rate for Japan is 18%, for the US -2.2% (yes, that is a negative)

* 46% of all Americans have less than $10,000 saved for retirement.

* The average college student graduates with $3,000 in credit card debt

* 20% of all bankruptcies last year were filed by people under the age of 25


We live in a world where advertisers and marketers in large measure do their thing to make you feel discontented with your life.  Only when you buy their product, experience their story, or connect with their community will you find fulfillment.  How do we change the way we live?  How do we swim against the prevailing tide of discontent that exsists in our culture?  Seems like everyone wants a piece of you….I mean, it’s tough to figure out….and it’s been tough for a while…let’s watch…
BARNEY VIDEO


Ever feel that way…like it’s TAKE, TAKE, TAKE.  HOW DO YOU deal with life where the prevailing tide is that way?  That’s what this series is all about….
Relationships, Time, Finances, and Opportunity are Treasures from God

Those treasures are a TRUST from God….and we have to ask the question, “Whose Dime is it Anyway?” in order to get the right answer about each of those areas.  Resolving the “ownership” question of the treasures of life is a key to living with peace and swimming against the prevailing tide of discontent in our culture…
2 KEYS TO HEALTHY LIVING WITH THE “DIMES” OF LIFE….

#1:  We must learn to treat treasure as a trust
#2  Become givers in life.

A person in our church sent me a link to a great article this week….the person talked about why parents feel closer to their children than children do to their parents…..it is because the parents give more to the children than the children do to the parents….giving bonds us to each other….and obviously, you know intuitively and experientially…when a relationship is about GETTING…then it’s ready to go into the ditch…when it is about GIVING…then it has a fighting chance against the tide of culture…


This week and next, I’m going to talk about what I think are the keys to swimming against the prevailing tide of our world.  This week, my entire focus is on becoming a giver in life.  When we learn to treat Treasure as a Trust and Become Givers in Life, we are 2/3 of the way to having a healthy, sustainable life.
John D. Rockefeller was one of the wealthiest men who ever lived. After he died his accountant was asked, "How much money did John D. leave?" His reply was classic: "He left . . . all of it."  Missionary Jim Elliot was killed by the Auca Indians in the 50's. His philosophy of life was expressed in those great words, "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose."

Five minutes after we die we will know exactly how we should have lived…

Alfred Nobel was a Swedish chemist who made his fortune by inventing dynamite and other powerful explosives, which were bought by governments to produce weapons. When Nobel's brother died, one newspaper accidentally printed Alfred's obituary instead. He was described as a man who became rich from enabling people to kill each other in unprecedented quantities. Shaken from this assessment, Nobel resolved to use his fortune to reward accomplishments that benefited humanity, including what we now know as the Nobel Peace Prize. Nobel had a rare opportunity-to look at the assessment of his life at its end, but to still be alive and have opportunity to change that assessment. We live on earth, the land of second chances.  So, let’s learn how to beome a giver in life….and we’ll get even more in return!
Become a Giver in Life…and Receive More in Return!

God is into giving!  CVC is reaching who we are and being part of a life changing environment because of people who gave.  You can be part of changing not only your life, but the lives of others in our area and around the world by becoming a giver like God!

1) Giving is governed by God’s laws…

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.”   (2 Corinthians 9:6)

Our giving is in response to the grace giving of God.  Law of sowing and reaping is one of those laws in the universe that just works…like gravity, supply and demand, hunger during a diet, copy machine during critical need.  It just works!

Lady in our church who has been out of work for a while and struggling with the whole deal of being a giver.  Here’s what happened to her…she writes, “The greatest thing happened. I have been talking with Jack Negrete about Africa. He sent me some info about the trip and a nice email but he wouldn't tell me why he thought I would be "perfect" for the trip (his word, not mine). Anyway, I started to pray AGAIN about making a decision to go or not and God said to me "How can I bless you if you won't obey me?"

 

That was like jolt and I remembered having talked to someone else about my situation using those same words! HA! So I sent Jack an answer telling him that if this was God's will for me and if there was room I would be honored to go.

 

TWO DAYS LATER I GOT A NEW JOB AND I START TOMORROW!!

 
Cool, huh.  God is sooo good...

2) God loves a cheerful giver!
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  (2 Corinthians 9:7)

Word actually means “hilarious”.  God has a deep desire for us to enjoy life!  Part of the CVC experience has been to take great joy at giving:  donuts, gifts today (seeds to give life).

Starting CVC 7 years ago…missionary letter….Gordon & Freeda Manes…Gordon took me fishing…dust from your pocket gets in my sinuses….lived in trailer in Inverness Florida…$50 every month for 2 months….Freeda cackled with joy!  Can’t wait to see her in heaven and tell her all about you!
3) God gives to us so that we can give to others
Little girl planned to give her father a pair of slippers as a birthday gift….”Where will you get your money, her mother asked her…..Why my Father will give me the money”.  Ever give your kids money to go shopping and have them buy something for you??

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work” (II Corinthians 9:8)

CVC Food Pantry, City of Refuge, Story of CVC from the beginning is that what God has done IN us must be shared THROUGH us.  Part of the beauty of our STEP(Striving to Experience Ministry) experience on Tuesday night is the concept of wounded healers….What you have been given, you share with others.
Church is not a museum for perfect people….it is a hospital for healing people…where one beggar tells another one where they’ve found food…
TEN THINGS GOD WON'T ASK, WHEN YOU LEAVE THIS EARTH
1...God won't ask what kind of car you drove, He'll ask how many people you drove who didn't have transportation. 

2...God won't ask the square footage of your house, He'll ask how many people you welcomed into your home. 

3...God won't ask about the clothes you had in your closet, He'll ask how many you helped to clothe. 

4...God won't ask what your highest salary was, He'll ask if you compromised your character to obtain it. 

5...God won't ask what your job title was, He'll ask if you performed your job to the best of your ability. 

6...God won't ask how many friends you had, He'll ask how many people to whom you were a friend. 

7...God won't ask in what neighborhood you lived, He'll ask how you treated your neighbors. 

8...God won't ask about the color of your skin, He'll ask about the content of your character. 

9...God won't ask why it took you so long to seek Salvation, He'll lovingly take you to your mansion in heaven, and not to the gates of Hell. 

10...God won't have to ask how many people you forwarded this to, He already knows whether or not you are ashamed to share this information with your friends and family. 
4) God rewards us for generous giving
“A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.” (Proverbs 22:9)

God wants your heart.  He isn’t looking just for “donors” for His kingdom …  He’s looking for disciples.  (Randy Alcorn in Treasure Principle page 43)
Here are some giving tips from our Discovery 201 CLASS….
-Remember that giving is not paying

-Give thankfully

-Give strategically (with a focus on accountability and kingdom results)
Giving should come with accountability…
you are accountable to give AND to be a wise investor…. Christ gives us an incredible investment opportunity. He gives us the opportunity to cash in earthly treasure for heavenly treasure. It's like trading a sack of old rusty bottle caps for ownership of the Coca-Cola company. You're so excited about what you now own that the last thing you'd do is stand around whining about giving up your bottle caps.

Financial Advisor, Ron Blue, says, “Do your givin’ while you’re livin’, so you’re knowin’ where it’s goin’.”
                                                                                                              -  page 68

-Give regularly (giving should be as predictable as receiving…)

-Start with the tithe (more on this next week)
-Give by faith 
“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6)

-Give sacrificially
And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.  (Hebrews 13:16)

The Greatest Giver and the Greatest Gift
FOR GOD the greatest Giver

SO LOVED the greatest degree

THE WORLD the greatest company

THAT HE GAVE the greatest sacrifice

HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON THE GREATEST GIFT

THAT WHOSOEVER the greatest opportunity

BELIEVETH the greatest simplicity

IN HIM the greatest attraction

SHOULD NOT PERISH the greatest promise

BUT the greatest difference

HAVE the greatest certainty

EVERLASTING LIFE the greatest possession
“Whose Dime is it Anyway?”
February 26-27, 2005

STORY:  Man in waiting room of heaven waiting to get his reward…mansion(very cool), then large custom (real nice)…then little shack, virtually falling down…hey…what’s up with that….hey, we did the best we could with the materials you sent on ahead….

“Whoever loves money never has money enough;  whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless.  Naked a man comes from his mother’s womb, and as he comes, so he departs. He takes nothing from his labor that he can carry in his hand.” (Ecclesiastes 5:10-15)
or wealth lost through some misfortune, so that when he has a son there is nothing left for him.  The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but the abundance of a rich man permits him no sleep. I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner,   As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And what benefit are they to the owner except to feast his eyes on them?
The Dangers that Lurk in a Discontented World…this passage describes many of us…
· The more you have, the more you want

· The more you have, the less you’re satisfied

· The more you have, the more people will come after it

· The more you have, the more you realize it does you no lasting good

· The more you have, the more you have to worry about

Danny Thomas told his daughter Marlo about those who give and those who take. He told her when she asked the difference is that " Those who take may have more but, those who give sleep better." 
So, God has a plan for how we deal with the “dimes” of life….and his plan is ALWAYS better than the plans of the natural world.
Keys to Living a Contented Life
· Treat the Treasures of Life as a Trust

· Become a Giver in Life

· Follow God’s Plan for Managing Stuff

God’s Plan for Managing Stuff….
1)Earn an honest living
“For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.” We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat” (II Thessalonians 3:10,12)
Work in harmony with your gifts and talents

Man in our church in the construction industry wrote me that during this series he has been realizing how much God has given him…..and that his work is actually a tool in God’s hands…”I often wonder why God has given me this opportunity to be financially successful for sometimes I don't feel like it is something that I deserve being that I really have just found him over the last 7 months.  That is where being his money manager I feel comes into play.  He knows that I have a soft heart and I feel that he has given me the chore of using this wealth to help others.”
2) Budget your expenses

 “Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; for riches do not endure forever, and a crown is not secure for all generations.” (Proverbs 27:23-24)
A comment that I had heard from one of my friends - it was very appropriate to your current series.  He had been promoted to a higher paying position about a year prior, but the stress was much higher.  We were discussing him looking for a lower paying job to alleviate some stress in his life, but when he looked at the 25% pay cut, he just couldn't accept that much of a drop.  He said, "It's amazing how quickly you become accustomed to the lifestyle that you currently have."
Chris & Xanthy
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GOOD SENSE CLASSES ON TUESDAYS, SUNDAYS in FUTURE

3) Invest for the future

“In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.” (Proverbs 21:20)

“Dishonest money dwindles away, but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow.” (Proverbs 13:11)

“A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children” (Proverbs 13:22a)

John Wesley….make all you can, save all you can, give all you can

As I read and explained to the children about building up for ourselves treasure in heaven I suggested to the kids that we give up having a cleaning lady while we are here and take all the money we save and together pick a place to give it.  As a homeschooling Mom I have always had a cleaning lady and the kids are used to someone else doing a lot of that type of work.  I let them know that they would have to take on the work load, not just me and together we would do all the chores that we  normally pay someone else to do.  Two of the three kids were enthusiastic about the idea, number three warmed up to it. :-)  What I have enjoyed  most is our dinner conversation, excitedly telling Dad what we planned, forcasting the money that we will accumulate each week and where we can most impact the Kingdom Of God!! 
I can already see our lives changing and the beginnings of a foundation in my children's lives that will bring eternal consequences!  
Thank you for all you guys do.  We so enjoy being at part of CVC for a short while!
Bill and Teresa, Ross, Aubreyanne and Benjamin Gregory
God actually wants us to invest in HIS LONG DISTANCE PLAN:

10(tithe)-10(savings)-80 (living and taxes)…

VIDEO
4)  Return at least ten percent back to God
“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.  But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’  In tithes and offerings.  You are under a curse--the whole nation of you--because you are robbing me.  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  (Malachi 3:8-10)

Abraham gave a tithe before there was even an Old Testament Law of Moses.  The tithe is simply a standard by which we demonstrate to God that we recognize his provision in our lives.   Randy Alcorn:  Every New Testament example of giving goes far beyond the tithe.  However, none falls short of it. – pg 60 It’s much easier to live on 90 percent or 50 percent or 10 percent of your income inside the will of God than it is to live on 100 percent outside it.  -  page 64

Remember . . . the tithe is a floor...not a ceiling.  As you grow in spiritual maturity, you will be able to trust God not only for the tithe, but also for offerings.  These are gifts that God enables you to make for special needs.

Why Tithe?...3 reasons

-obedience


-gratitude


-faith

Hi Pastor John,

As you know, I'm a single mom...what you may not know is, I have no child support only the income I earn myself working for Charter.  (my husband abandoned my son and I about 10 years ago and we haven't seen him since)  I have been tithing for awhile and since the 40 Days of Community, I have been tithing 10% if my income.  God blessed me this week with a, higher then normal, commission.  So, from my heart, I have decided to tithe 11%.  I am trusting God and I know God is faithful.  

Well, after church tonight I needed to go to Wal Mart.  Now, just so you know, I already put in my tithe tonight and paid a few bills.  I still have more bills to pay and money in my checkbook.  Well, when I got to Wal Mart I all of a sudden remembered my car payment.  I didn't take it out of my checkbook and it's automatically taken out of my checking account.  I started to panic and get mad at myself for not being a better money manager.  Then I remembered your sermon tonight.  I didn't forget my car payment on purpose and God is faithful.  I finally, by the time I made it home, felt content again that God would provide.  He is my Jehovah Jireh.  I went right to my room, got out my checkbook and realized I had taken out $350.00 for part of my rent but also made a transaction for the whole rent.  I still have $350.00 in my account to pay my car payment.  I was thinking, it sure doesn't take God long for me to put into practice trust in Him and it didn't take long for Him to fulfill His promise to me that He will provide.

I just thought I would share this with you.  I am learning and growing so much.

Thank you for being faithful.

In Christ,

Cynthia Hewlett

“ Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops;” (Proverbs 3:9)

“On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made” (I Corinthians 16:2)

My Living Covenant
1. I affirm God’s full ownership of me (I Corinthians 6:19-20) and everything entrusted to me (Psalm

24:1).   I recognize that my relationships, my time, my finances, and my opportunities belong to Him.  I will try to live  in a way that honors His ownership of me.

2. I will set aside the firstfruits—starting with at least 10 percent – of all I receive, treating it as holy and belonging exclusively to the Lord.  I do this in obedience to Him, desiring His blessing (Malachi 3:6-12).  By faith I take God up on His challenge to test Him in this.

3. I ask God to teach me to give sacrificially to His purposes, including helping the poor and reaching the lost.  I commit myself to avoiding indebtedness so that I don’t tie up His funds and can therefore feel greater freedom to follow the Spirit’s promptings to give.  I will honor God with His time, His relationships, His finances, and His opportunities.
4. Recognizing that God has given me my family, my friends, my church, and others in my circle of influence, I ask Him to help me share the Treasure Principle with them so they too may experience the greatest present joy and future reward.  




Signed: ______________________________________________________________
Date: _______________________________________________________________
CVC is willing to GUARANTEE what God’s word says.  For the next 90 days, if you commit to tithing….and at the end of the 90 day time period, feel certain that God has not kept His Word, simply call Luana Olsen at 267-0151 and we will refund your gifts made during that time period.
CVC PEOPLE READY TO SPEAK TO FOLKS??

