“The Power of Faith”
May 30-31, 2009

You know…sometimes words don’t mean what you think they should…well  once again, The Washington Post has published the winning submissions to its yearly neologisms, in which readers are asked to supply new alternate meanings for common words.  Some of the winners were: 

1. Coffee (n.), the person upon whom one coughs.  

3. Abdicate (v.), to give up all hope of ever having a flat stomach.  

9. Flatulence (n.) emergency vehicle that picks you up after you are run over by a steamroller.  


Well anyway, faith is a word that can be a little like that.  Most of us may have wondered what faith is anyway.  In Hebrews 11:1, the Bible tells us that:
FAITH IS BEING SURE OF WHAT WE HOPE FOR AND CERTAIN OF WHAT WE DO NOT SEE

But truthfully, many of us see faith as a mystical thing we cling to when we have exhausted all options…and we say stuff like, “You just have to have faith!” or “faith will get you through!” We’ve even recently seen some studies that say a person’s faith helps people heal faster and some others that have said someone’s faith makes no difference at all medically speaking.  Some of us pursue faith only when we feel good enough…others of us cling to faith when we have nothing left.

And, even the Bible has a way of laser lighting some major issues with faith…in fact, consider this:
"Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by actions, is dead."  (James 2:17)
“know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified” (Galatians 2:16)

Which of these perspectives about faith is right?  Is it “enough” to have belief in something with no behaviors to demonstrate your faith?  James says no.  Does your faith in Jesus Christ alone save you without works?  Paul says yes in Galatians.
Who is right?  Turns out they both are. Paul himself provides the key in Ephesians 2:8-10, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

In this series, we want to talk about what faith is (and is NOT), and what POWERFUL FAITH looks like in our lives. We’re going to park the majority of our time in James 2 this weekend, so if you want to turn there, you’ll be a step ahead…
What is Powerful Faith?
1.
Powerful faithful is not something you simply say


"What good is it, my brothers, if a man CLAIMS to have faith, but has no deeds?  Can such 'faith' save him?"  JAMES 2:14

“Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’  Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’” (MATTHEW 7:20-23)
2.
Powerful faith is not something you simply feel
"Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, 'Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,' but DOES NOTHING about his physical needs, what good is it?"   JAMES 2:15-16 

"If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?"  (1 JOHN 3:17, see also 3:14-16, 4:7-20)
3.  
Powerful faith is not something you simply believe
"But someone will say, 'You have faith - I have deeds.'  SHOW ME your faith without deeds, and I will SHOW YOU my faith by what I do."  (JAMES 2:18)
"You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that -- and shudder!"  (JAMES 2:19)
4.
Powerful faith is who you are and what you do
Powerful faith is part of your DNA as a follower of Christ.  Two very different people from the Bible…so cool that the Bible does NOT have plastic people…
· Abraham  JAMES 2:20-24   Abraham a liar (multiple times) and a coward
· Rahab  JAMES 2:25 Rahab is a prostitute and a shrewd woman
In both cases, these people live out their faith based on their relationship with God…and it causes them to behave in specific ways.
Powerful faith gets lived out in the grimy street reality of life, not the rarified air of the cathedral.  So where are you with your faith?  Do you have a faith that is real?  Powerful? Next week, we’ll be looking at unlocking the power of faith in our lives, but this week we have to ask ourselves the probing question…is my faith something I simply say, feel or think?  Or, is my faith alive and powerful because it is placed in Jesus Christ and results in my doing what flows from that relationship.
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Indiana Jones video….

This is what we want to do…discover what faith looks like when it is REAL, BIBLICAL, POWERFUL…this type of faith has obedience as an organic outworking.

Last week, mentioned Abraham who is called, “The Father of Faith”….not a perfect guy by any stretched (lied, disobeyed)…but finally got it right….sacrifice of Issace….how did he unlock his faith?  Hebrews 11, “Hall of Faith”
“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.” (Hebrews 11:8)

1.
He listens to God
"By faith Abraham, when called…"  Hebrews 11:8 

God speaks to us ALL the time….He speaks through His word, through prayer, through people, and through circumstances

2.
He obeys God
"By faith Abraham…obeyed."  Hebrews 11:8

Real powerful faith ALWAYS involves obedience…

3.
He follows God
"By faith Abraham…obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going."  Hebrews 11:8
Rob Bell…rabbi with followers…into the restroom….”may the dust of your rabbi be on your robe”
4.  He is content with God

“By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.” (Hebrews 11:9)
Charlie Tremendous Jones to people who are always complaining about where they are in life…”if you ain’t happy where you are, it is a cinch you won’t be happy where you ain’t”!!

5.  He looked forward to God’s future

"For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God."  Hebrews 11:10

Positivity…Craig & Deborah when they came to CVC

6.  He was blessed by God
"By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself was barren--was enabled to become a father because he considered Him faithful who had made the promise."  Hebrews 11:11
He was blessed BECAUSE he placed his faith in the ONE who had made the promise
"I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of His mighty strength, which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms."   Ephesians 1:18-20

INSTEAD OF DROWNING IN A SEA OF OUR CURRENT TROUBLE TROUBLE, BELIEVE GOD FOR YOUR FUTURE AND FOR YOUR PRESENT…YOU ARE NOT ALONE…HE HAS CALLED YOU TO HOPE!
7. He was used by God
"And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore."  Hebrews 11:12
No greater joy than to know that Jesus is using us to fulfill His purposes in our lives…
So…are you:


-listening to God


-obeying God


-following God


-content with God


-looking forward to God’s future


-blessed by God


-being used by God

STEP OUT AND MAKE YOUR FAITH REAL BY DOING SOMETHING…LISTEN, OBEY, FOLLOW…BE CONTENT, LOOK FORWARD AND YOU WILL BE BLESSED AND USED BY GOD









