Series Title idea:  Transformers
(Eight week series: Oct 13-Dec 2)

This series focuses on the deep transformation God wants to work in us—both in our hearts and in our world.

Potential Series Image:   

Environment:  Metallic art, on stage creation…..
WEEK ONE:

October 13/14

Romans 12:1-8

Title idea:  Transformers (yourself)

Teaching emphasis:  Cooperate with God in deep change (12:1-2)  

(This week will introduce the whole idea of transformation—and how we need to move into the “deep end” of the pool for real transformation to take place.  We’ll talk about how to think of ourselves rightly, and how that leads to finding our place of in God’s plan.)

Key Questions:  How do we think of ourselves—more highly or less highly than we should?  What depth of change are we willing to pursue?

Target: 

Application:  Go to 301 this weekend—special dispensation this weekend that you don’t have to go to 101, 201, 301 in order—anyone can come.

WEEK TWO:

October 20/21 (KIRSTEN)

Romans 12:1-2 

Title idea:  Transformers (your doubts)

Teaching emphasis:  How we transform doubts about God into conversations with Him  (12:1-2, John 11)

(This week deals with what we do when hard life events lead to hard questions about God. Do those questions lead us to block off parts of our heart from God—or do we keep our hearts open and available to God even in the midst of doubt?  Do we keep our hearts open to the possibility of transformation and resurrection?)

Key Questions:  

Target: 

Key Image:  refrigerator, leftovers 

WEEK THREE:

October 27/28

Romans 12:9-21

Title idea:  Transformers (your love)

Teaching emphasis:    Transforming your love DNA to flow from God instead of your natural self (12:9)

(This week will offer a personal assessment in the various areas of love that the passage addresses.  People will score themselves in each area as we move through the verses.  We’ll quickly come face-to-face that this transformation thing isn’t something we can do on our own—it has to be the result of God flowing through us.)

Key Questions:  

Target:  

WEEK FOUR:

November 3/4

Romans 13:1-14

Title idea:  Transformers (relationships)

Teaching emphasis:  Transformed people do spiritual battle in society and in relationships. (13:14)  

(Transformation isn’t a one-time event but a daily struggle, a daily choice to clothe ourselves with Christ and not thinking about how to gratify sinful desires.  It’s a battle.  A battle fought with love and with light.  A battle that’s not against flesh and blood, but under the surface, both in society and in our relationships.)

Key Questions:  

Target:  

WEEK FIVE:

November 10/11

Romans 14:1-23

Title idea:  Transformers (time & stress)

Teaching emphasis:  Transformed people have ranking systems on issues that honor the work of God in others.  

(We’ll talk about how we need to have convictions & persuasions on issues based on our study of scripture, but that we need to also develop the ability to rank the importance of those issues, so that we do not wield our beliefs in ways that destroy the work of God in other people.)

Key Questions:  What people/what works of God am I destroying by focusing my energy on issues not core to the faith?  How do I interact with others who land in a different place than I do on various issues of faith?

Target:  

WEEK SIX:

November 17/18

Romans 15:1-13

Title idea:  Transformers (people)

Teaching emphasis:  Transformed people accept others like Jesus did so that praise comes to God. (15:7)  

(We’ll take a look at how Jesus accepted people.  And whether we define “accept” the same way he did.  We’ll explore what “unity” means, what “acceptance” means—and what they don’t mean.)

Key Questions:  What does acceptance mean? Is it the same as tolerance?

Target:  

WEEK SEVEN: Craig Fuller speaking
November 24/25

Romans 15:14-33

Title idea:  Transformers (growth)

Teaching emphasis:  Transformed people are serving God so that He receives glory. (15:30)  

(This week, we’ll look at how we grow and are transformed through our service to God.)

Key Questions:  How do I feel about my service to God?

Target:  

WEEK EIGHT:

December 1/2

Romans 16:1-27

Title idea:  Transformers (wisdom)

Teaching emphasis:  Transformed people learn to discern.  

(The focus here is on developing discernment.  The challenge of becoming wise about what is good and innocent about what is evil—while being able to spot deception, bad motives, and “subtle” sins such as divisiveness.)

Key Questions:  

Target:  

Life Transformers: How to Change Your Life
October 13-14, 2007

Is there anything in your life that you would like to change?  If you had the power, the resources, the courage, the ability to do so…is there anything in your life that you would like to change for the good?  If you made that change that you are thinking of, would your life, your family, your relationships, your finances, your future be better?  If so, then we can understand how being able to change or transform your life would be a critical tool to have in your toolbelt.  Well, this entire teaching series is about how God wants to change your life.  So let me start with the foundational truth right off the bat…

CHANGE PRINCIPLE:  Aligning your life in right relationship with God in Jesus Christ is the key to your future 


Over the course of this series, we’ll unpack that statement, but for now, hold that in tension as the basic foundation.  Here at CVC, God has been shaping us along the course of this year as we have been navigating our way through the book of Romans, the greatest single book of teaching about God’s will and God’s ways in the Bible.  Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church and the author of the giga-zillion best selling book, Purpose Driven Life, has a great way of looking at the book of Romans as a whole by focusing on the 4 great “therefore” words in the book…whenever you see the word, “therefore” in the Bible, you should ask yourself, what is it there for?  In Romans, the “therefore” words serve as hinges to the next great section of the book…

1)  Romans 3:20…Sin…God’s law makes us conscious of our sin
2)  Romans 5:1…..Salvation is through faith in Christ alone
3)  Romans 8:1…Security…there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ
4)  Romans 12:1…Service is our reasonable response to God’s kindness to us

Let’s start learning how to change our lives by looking at the first two verses…
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 12:1-2)
Therefore….since God has given so many gifts, since God has proven His goodness over the years, then we must:
1) Offer ourselves as living sacrifices:  DEDICATION
Therefore…what is it there for?  Because of God’s mercy….we are to offer our bodies (our lives, our while selves) as living sacrifices…holy and pleasing to God…this is worship!  My whole life is to be an act of worship…mom—you are worshipping when you are spooning in baby food, changing the diaper, or taxi cabbing your way to the 100,000 mile mark.  Dad, you are worshipping when you are mowing the lawn, taking out the trash, or whatever you do to insure that your household runs.  Your vocation is not a curse, it is a calling…there is NO such thing as a sacred/secular divide…God wants us to be worshippers 24/7.  Here is the problem we have with living sacrifices…they keep crawling off the altar!  If you want your life to be an experience of life change, then you’ll have to DEDICATE your life 

Nothing worthwhile happens with half-hearted effort…Dedication is about saying how bad you want it and how much you are willing to go for it…are you willing to seize that for the sake of the change you want?

2)  Don’t be conformed to the world:  INSULATION
Conformed?  Tendency is to isolate (can’t have any contact with the world), or to imitate (absorb everything).

It's not isolation or imitation.  It's insulation.  If you  love seafood, it’s amazing what most of us do.  The first thing we do is put a little salt on it.  That sea bass has spent his entire life in salt water and yet when they cook it, we have to put salt on it.  If God can keep a fish in salt water all its life and let the salt not permeate it's body, God can keep the Christian in a non Christian world and keep you pure. That's insulation.

The word "conform" -- "Don't be conformed..." is the word we get scheme from in English and also schizo.  It's literally used for a Greek play actor who would wear a mask, play a part, pick up another mask and play another part.  One man would play several roles.  When we conform to the world, we're not being genuine, real.  We're just playing games.  Play acting.  It's out of character for a Christian to listen to the world.  

If you want to know God's will first dedicate yourself to be in a totally sold out relationship to Jesus Christ.  Second, insulation.  You don't imitate or isolate but you learn how to live in the world without letting it influence you.
The truth is that there is all kinds of stinking thinking out in the world…you can end up crippling yourself if all you ever get into your mind and heart is the thinking of your surroundings.

How do you do that?  How to you become insolated in a way that will help you become the person that God wants you to be?

"The world and its desires pass away but the person who does the will of God abides forever."  (I John 2:17)
"How can a young man keep his ways pure?  By living according to Your word.  I seek you with all my heart.  Do not let me stray from Your commands.  I have hidden Your word in my heart that I might not sin against You."  (Psalm 119:9-11)
3)  Experience  TRANSFORMATION
Deep change…it’s not really transformation when you “dabble” with something you already agree with God…it is where you have to know who you are and what you are to become.

So we have to keep reminding ourselves…to not be conformed to the pattern of this world, which is all ME ME ME, but to instead to transformed (changed, metamorphosed like a butterfly)…HOW DOES CHANGE HAPPEN?  Write this down…
KEY CHANGE PRINCIPLE:  All life change begins in the mind (THINK), gets rooted in the heart (FEEL), and lived out in the feet(DO)
So if you want to change your life….DEEP CHANGE…what is involved in that kind of life transformation?  The first step is to make the decision to DEDICATE your life to Christ.  The second step is to INSULATE your life in the power of Christ.  The third step is to TRANSFORM your life by the renewing of your mind through the power of Christ.  So what if I am ready for a Next Step?
“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. (Romans 12:3-8)
NEXT STEPS TOWARDS TRANSFORMATION….

1)  Responsibly (soberly) evaluate your life

This is a little like the 3 bears…not too hot, not too cold!  Sober judgment equips us to see ourselves properly which allows us to determine to fit rightly and then serve with strength… The word "sober" is two words in Greek.  It's "to save" and "mind" -- to save your mind.  Do some realistic self appraisal. What are my strengths and what are my weaknesses?  If God is going to use you effectively you've got to know what you're good at.  What has God gifted me at?  What am I not good at?  

We have the tendency to go to one of two extremes in evaluating ourselves.  We either think we're indispensable or we think we're worthless.  And both of those are wrong.  

2)  Find your place in God’s plan


God has a place for you…and it’s next to someone else!  You are not flying solo on this journey….1.  Every believer is a minister.  We are all different parts of the body and we all form the body together.  
2.  Every believer has a different function.
3.  Every ministry is important.  4.  Every believer must cooperate.  

3)  Get in the game!

You have something to offer.  God has given gifts to every single person…we want to have a FULL EMPLOYMENT policy here at CVC….and once you find yourself in the game, you will begin to see that God will put you into all kinds of interesting situations!  Just do it…start somewhere (MIGHT FEATURE 1-2 places here)
Closing:  YOU CAN CHANGE….your life can be transformed.  This week, I’d like to invite you into a conversation with the one who made you.  Can you imagine what would happen if hundreds of us decided to trust God with our lives, insulate ourselves with His word in our lives, and be transformed by the power of His Spirit?
VISIT:  INEEDCHANGENOW.COM WEBSITE THIS WEEK…FLASH ON SCREEN…STORIES ABOUT HOW GOD IS AT WORK CHANGING YOUR LIFE AND THE LIVES OF OTHERS

Next Week:  How we transform our doubts about God into conversations with Him.  If you are going to transform your life, you will have to learn to trust God with your life. 

Life Transformers:  Love

October 20-21, 2007

Napolean said these words, “Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne and I myself have founded empires; but upon what do these creations of our genius depend?  Upon force.  Jesus alone founded His empire upon love: and to this very day millions would die for him.”

Since Jesus’ day and into our own, people are looking for love…yes it is true, often looking all the wrong places, but looking all the same.  It’s always been that way…not just for the last few decades, but for the whole of human existence.

Most people who have studied churches and why some grow and some don’t have suggested that the bottom line issues is whether or not we love ONE ANOTHER and the WORLD around us.

Jesus said in John 13:34-35 "By this shall all men know that you're My disciples that you have love one for another."  Jesus says that the number one characteristic of a believer is love. 

How we love people is an amazing indicator of the work of God in us…and interestingly enough, you can tell a LOT about transformation in someone’s life by the way they love.  
There are two main passages in the New Testament which talk about LOVE.  I Corinthians 13 is a beautiful poetic chapter about love…it is read at lots of weddings, it has amazing words and is well worth your time reading.  But to be frank, it is long on descriptive words and short on mechanics.  That contrasts with Romans 12:9-21…this is a passage on LOVE that many people say is the “nuts and bolts” of love.  This passage is without a doubt the most practical and nitty gritty in the Bible about love and how it works. 


Today, based on that passage, I’m going to walk you through 8 different characteristics of love that has been transformed by God… …in addition to that we will talk about how to have a transformed love towards those who don’t like us… and towards the end, we’ll all take an assessment that will help you evaluate the way transformation is happening in your heart and life.  Here is what I know…a love like this will TRANSFORM YOU and will TRANSFORM OTHERS around you…
“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”says the Lord. On the contrary:  “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:9-21)
Transforming Your Love….
1.  Be sincere.  (vs. 9)

"Love must be sincere."  Love is genuine.  The word for sincere is where we get hypocrisy…or wearing masks.  Don't wear masks.  I think that this is not only the first, but not the only 
True love means sometimes you have to take a stand against something.  "Hate what is evil and cling to what is good." Sometimes you have to take a stand against something and love without standards is worthless.  The word "to hate" or "abhor" in the Greek, literally means to draw away.  

Why does love hate evil?  Because evil hurts people.  It destroys and damages them.  If it hurts others then we ought to hate it.  

 A lot of people think if you're filled with love, you will never hate anything.  No, if you're filled with love you are going to hate some things.  Genuine love causes you to hate some things.  6:16ff gives us six things that we're to hate. Actually seven.  We're to hate these things because God hates them.  "There are six things that the Lord hates.  Seven that are detestable to Him.  Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies, and a man who stirs up dissention among brothers."  
Paul says there are some things you should hate and then he follows a negative with a positive and says "Cling to what is good."  Literally, one translation says, `Be wedded to what is good."  We ought to spend so much time doing good that we don't have time to do bad.

This has to do with our nature…if we are going to be sincere, we have to be Godly
The point is we must reject sin without rejecting people.  That's a crucial balance.  We are to hate sin but love the sinner. Usually what we do is the opposite:  we love sin but hate the sinner!  The exact opposite of what God does!  

2.  Meet needs in Jesus’ name. (vs. 10)

Be courteous.  Be sensitive to the needs.  v. 10 "Be devoted to one another in brotherly love." This is really a kind of play on words in the Greek.  There are four Greek words for love:  sexual love, godly love (sacrificial love), brotherly love, family love.  

This word, brotherly love, in Greek is really two words put together.  It's the only time it's used in the entire Bible.  It literally means a family relationship.  It says we as believers, are to have a family kind of love.  

3.  Be on fire! (v. 11)
 v. 11 "Never be lacking in zeal but keep your spiritual fervor serving the Lord."  Be on fire with the Spirit.  Spiritual fervor, literally in Greek is spiritual boiling -- super hot for God.  Have you noticed that some people have no intensity about anything?  They don't get excited about anything.  Can you imagine newlyweds having no excitement or intensity?  I know a lot of Christians like that. They are the most unenthusiastic witness.  Like "You wouldn't want to come to Jesus, would you?"  Get some enthusiasm!  "Never be lacking in zeal."  

You don't have to be noisy to be enthusiastic.  Enthusiasm comes from two Greek words meaning "in God".  When you get in God you'll be enthusiastic.  Enthusiasm comes from being in God.

Revelation 3:15  The angel is writing to the church at Laodicea. "I know your deeds that you are neither cold or hot.  I wish you were either one or the other.  So because you are lukewarm, neither cold or hot, I'm about to spit you out of my mouth."  God is talking to Christians!  He's saying "I can't stand lukewarmness!  I'd rather have you be cold than lukewarm!  The lukewarm Christian makes me nauseous, sick to My stomach."  
How do you get that enthusiasm?  Fill your life with love.  The most unloving people are also the most unenthusiastic people.  The most loving people are the most enthusiastic people -- they're quick and ready to respond.  The church that has a lot of love is an enthusiastic church.  A church that doesn't have a lot of love is apathetic.  

How do you keep your enthusiasm?  "... serving the Lord."  It doesn't say "serving people".  Focus all of your service, even ministry to others, by saying, "Lord, I'm really doing this to You."

Colossians 3:23 is one of the most important verses in the New Testament.  If you want to recharge the enthusiasm in your life, memorize Col. 3:23 and apply it in your life.  "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart..."  Enthusiasm.  Don't do anything half-hearted.  If it's not worth doing with all your heart, don't do it!  "... as working for the Lord, not for men." 

4.  Be positive, patient, prayerful (vs. 12)
 Joyful in hope, patient in affliction, patient in prayer.  

Why should Christians be the most positive people?  We're under no condemnation, we're set free from the fear of death, the Holy Spirit prays for us, He's working everything for good in our lives, if God is for us who can be against us, He wants to provide for all of our needs, and nothing can separate us. That's why every Christian ought to be the most positive person.

Be positive, be joyful in hope.

The Bible says that we can be confident that the plan of God and the power of God are greater than even the problems we're going through.  We can be patient because we know that God's using even these things in our lives to strengthen us. We don't look at the temporary situation; we look at the eternal benefit of that temporary situation that we're going through. 

Be prayerful.  It's easy to get under pressure.  Then you're more irritable to people.  How do I know if I'm under pressure?  I start being gripy, grouchy.  Human love wears out.  It doesn't last.  That's why there's so many marriages breaking up because they're based on human love.  

5.  Practice hospitality (vs. 13)
I think it's tremendous to get together and eat together and fellowship.  The word hospitality literally means "stranger love".  He's saying be kind to strangers.  It's practical assistance, love for strangers.  

"Share with God's people"  The word for share is the word for fellowship.  Sharing is fellowship.  How do you have fellowship? You share with God's people.  James 2:15 says if you see a brother in need and you just say, "I'll pray for you," what good is that?  I John 3;16 gives the same idea.  If you see somebody in need, if you really love them, you'll meet that practical need. 

Why aren't we more hospitable?  I think sometimes it's just because we're too busy, preoccupied.  Our schedule gets so filled we have to say, "don't bother me.  I don't have time to be hospitable.  I don't have time to fellowship."  But whenever you give your time to somebody, that's hospitality, caring and not being self centered.  

6) Speak Blessings and Not Curses (vs. 14)
Did you know that your mouth has the power of life or death?  You can speak life or you can speak death.

Don't get invoked in backbiting.  This is the ministry of affirmation.  We ask God to bless people but you can actually bless people.  You can bless people by the way you talk about them.  When somebody ridicules you and puts you down, you speak well of them.  George Washington Carver said, "I will never allow another man to belittle my soul by making me hate him."  You can choose your response to me but I choose my response to you.  I can't control what you say about me but I can control what I say about you.  That's what God will hold me accountable for.  
James 4:11 "Brothers, do not slander one another.  Any one who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it There's only one law giver and judge, the one who's able to save and to destroy.  But you, who are you to judge your neighbor."  We're Christians.  We don't have any business judging each other.  

7) Connect with others in their journey (vs. 15)

7.  v. 15 "Rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn with those who mourn."  Be sympathetic to each other's feelings.  Take into account each other's moods.  Be sensitive.  Don't you love being around that kind of person?  When you're up they celebrate with you.  When you're down they sympathize.  Christ did that.  He was at both the weddings and the funerals.  Everybody needs understanding, somebody to listen.  Sometimes it's easier to weep with somebody than it is to rejoice.  Maybe the person just got the promotion that you wanted.  Or maybe their salary just got doubled and you took a pay cut.  Envy creeps in.  Maybe you've been praying to have a new baby and haven't had one and they have.  Sometimes it's harder to rejoice with those who rejoice. Paul says be sympathetic to each other's feelings.  

8.  Avoid pride and partiality (vs. 16)

"Live in harmony with one another.  Do not be proud but be willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited."  Don't play favorites.  Treat everybody with respect. Don't think you're too good for some people in the church.  We're all at different levels economically, age wise, educationally. The fact is, in Christ we are one.  That's what counts!  

Now he switches to learning to love people who don’t like us.  As an aside, this is a passage about personal relationships, it is not addressing national issues…I have spoken previously on that and if you want some notes on that, just e-mail me.
How do I love in a transformed way those who don’t love me?

9) Do not do what comes naturally (vs. 17)
"Do not repay anyone evil for evil."  

I remember hearing of some officers during the Korean War who rented a house for themselves and hired a Korean houseboy to work for them.  He was a cheerful, happy soul and they were young and had a lot of fun playing tricks on him.  They would nail his shoes to the floor, put water over the door in a bucket so that when he pushed it open the water would fall on him.  They played all kinds of tricks but he always took them at such a beautiful, good humor, they finally began to be ashamed of themselves.  They called him in and said, "We've been doing all these mean things to you and you have taken it so beautifully.  We want to apologize to you and tell you we're never going to do these things again."  The young Korean boy said, "You mean no more nail shoes to floor?  You mean no more water on door?"  No more.  He said, "OK then, no more spit in soup."

The moral of that story is it is possible to take silent revenge! It doesn't have to be overt.  God says don't even do that.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  

Hurt people hurt people.  When you find somebody who's being obnoxious and attacking and hurting others it's because they themselves are hurting.  That helps you to be a little more sympathetic.  Look behind their anger and see why they're hurting.  Counteract your natural inclination.

10)  Do what you can to live peacefully(vs. 18)
v. 18 says If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone."  Look for and support that difficult person's good.  See things from their perspective and as much as possible, live at peace with everyone.  

11)  Leave the revenge to God (vs. 19)
"Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath.  For it is written, `It's Mine to revenge.  I will repay," says the Lord.  On the contrary, if your enemy is hungry, fee him.  If he's thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this you will heap burning coals on his head."  

More important than leaving the driving to us….

Why?  I think a couple of good reasons for leaving all revenge to God.

Revenge is the most worthless emotion.  It saps your strength.  What you're doing when you revenge is you're looking backwards at something that's happened rather than looking to the future.  Many people cannot get on with the present and their life because they're still reacting to the past.  Some boyfriend that hurt them, some parent that hurt them, some former spouse that hurt them.  They are still so reacting to the past, they can't get on with the future.  That's a waste of time and energy. 

Leave room for God's wrath.  God says, It's Mine to avenge.  Who would you rather have getting even for you?  You or God.  

12)  Live out a transforming love (vs. 21)
"Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good."  

So, let’s do a little assessment….how are you doing on a love that is transformed…and is transforming?

Transformational Love Index







No Deal!
Sometimes!

Transforming!

1.  Be sincere
2.  Meet needs in Jesus’ name
3.  Be on fire!
4.  Be positive, patient, prayerful
5.  Practice hospitality
6.  Speak Blessings and Not Curses 
7.  Connect with others in their journey 
8.  Avoid pride and partiality
9.  Do not do what comes naturally
10)  Do what you can to live peacefully
11)  Leave the revenge to God

12)  Live out a transforming love 
Ask God which one to work on this week..
Life Transformers

Week Two:  Transforming Doubts into Conversation

Kirsten Wilson
One of my favorite pieces of jewelry is this heart pendant I’m wearing today.  We’ll throw a picture of it up on the screens for you so you can see how cool it is.  It’s made of dichroic glass.  Some of you may know what that is—I didn’t until a year ago.  Dichroic glass is made in a vacuum chamber by depositing layers of metallic oxides on the surface of the glass.  This somehow causes the glass to change color as light hits it from different angles.  The process was originally created for the Aerospace industry—but then artists got hold of it, and said—hey, I bet we could do some creative stuff with that technique.  Stack it, melt it, fuse it, cut it, and voila!  Very cool, one of a kind pieces. 

Artists are so amazing to me.  They spot a technique being used in a scientific field and see artistic possibilities.  And I’ve got a dichroic glass necklace.


This stuff did not start out looking like this.  This stuff has become something that it did not used to be.


And isn’t that the deal with transformed people, too?  We started a series last week called Life Transformers.  And the whole idea is this:  that when God—the divine artist if you will—when God gets hold of a life—that God can transform that life.  So completely and radically that someone can look at that life and say—wow, that person did not start out looking like that.  That person has become something that she did not used to be.

But here’s the problem:  God doesn’t just grab onto my heart and transform it all at once—all on his own.  He wants me to partner with him in that process.  And that’s where it gets more complicated.  Because unlike all the various materials an artist might work with, I can talk back.  I can refuse to cooperate with God’s creative vision.  

Why would I do that?  


Well, because it’s a lot easier to just leave things alone than to do the work of transforming them into art.  It’s not something to enter into lightly.  But it’s exactly what the apostle Paul challenges us to enter into in Romans 12:1-2.  Pastor John unpacked these verses last week in his teaching, but let’s remind ourselves of what Paul challenges us to do:

RO 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is true worship.  2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  (TNIV)


Go ahead in your teaching notes and circle the words “be transformed.”  Because that’s the idea I’d like to zoom in on today.


The Greek word that Paul uses here is the word that we get metamorphosis from.  You know—where the caterpillar changes into a butterfly.  It’s a profound change in form.  But these verses aren’t about the end product of transformation, about the “isn’t that beautiful?” aspect of transformation.  These verses talk about the nitty gritty of transformation.  The verb tense that Paul uses in the Greek is a tense that carries the idea of an ongoing, continual sort of action.  He’s talking about transformation not as a one-time event, but as a continuing process.  As a process where you open up every little piece of your heart to God’s transforming work.

Pastor John talked last week about how God calls us to offer ourselves completely to him—not just let him tinker with the edges of our hearts.  He wants to transform the deep stuff.  And that’s where the nitty-gritty part comes in.  Because sometimes deep in our hearts hide pockets of fear or doubts or anger or betrayal when it comes to God.  Pockets of my heart where I’m not like God, where I don’t think like him, where I don’t understand him.  Where I don’t like what he’s doing or what he lets happen to me.

So…let’s just say for the sake of argument that you might have a part of your heart like that.  And let’s just say that God would like to transform it.  Here’s how you can transform your doubts about God into conversations with God.  Here’s what you can do to partner with God in transforming that part of your heart:

FIND IT

OWN IT

LET GOD HAVE IT

We’ll spend the rest of our time together today unpacking those three ideas.  We’ve got Romans 12:1-2 as our backdrop.  Now, let me wrap a story around it.

It’s a story in the Bible, in John chapter 11.  If you have a Bible with you, go ahead and turn there.  The story deals with some friends of Jesus—Mary, Martha and Lazarus.  They live in a town called Bethany, and whenever Jesus is in Bethany, he stays at their home.  And it isn’t the sterile, polite sort of hospitality.  It’s the sort of make-yourself-at-home feel where if refrigerators had been invented, I’m sure Martha would’ve come into her kitchen and found Jesus rummaging in the fridge at midnight for a snack.  It’s the sort of comfortable relationship where they can fight in front of Jesus—where he enters into the fray.  They’re friends. 

Then, crisis hits.  And it hits at a juncture when Jesus is not in town.  In fact, he’s not likely to be in town much, because there’s a price on his head in Judea—the region of Israel that included both Jerusalem and Bethany.  He’s camped out twenty miles—a good day’s journey—away from Bethany.

Here’s the crisis:  Lazarus gets sick.  Really sick.  It looks like he could die. 

And Mary and Martha are so sure of Jesus’ love for them and for Lazarus—in addition to Jesus’ power to heal the sick—that they send messengers to Jesus to say to him, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”  There’s a lot packed into that little sentence.  You see the sisters’ devotion to Jesus—they call him “Lord.”  You see how sure they are of Jesus’ devotion to them—they call Lazarus “the one you love.”  And the underlying trust in the statement is this:  the fact that they don’t even ask Jesus to come to Bethany—they just assume that he will.  Despite the interruption to his work.  Despite the distance.  Despite the fact that he’ll be heading straight into danger and the threat of his own death.  Jesus loves them; of course he’ll come back.  Of course he’ll heal Lazarus.

And then you’ve got what have to be a couple of the most ridiculous sounding verses in the whole Bible.  Check it out: 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.  (John 11:5-6, NIV)

Tell me you don’t do a serious double take when you read those verses.

He stayed where he was for two more days.  What in the world?!?  

So imagine.  Put yourself in Mary’s shoes, Martha’s shoes.  Pretend you’re one of them, one of their friends.  The messengers come back without Jesus—no explanation.  Time passes, and between caring for Lazarus, you find yourself going to the window, looking down the road for any sign of Jesus—nothing.  What are you thinking while Lazarus lies dying?  What questions are you asking?  Try to imagine.

And actually, we don’t have to imagine, because the Bible tells us.

By the time Jesus shows up, Lazarus has been dead and in the tomb for four days.  Martha hears that Jesus has arrived and she runs out to him.  The first words out of her mouth are these:  “Lord…if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” (John 11:21, NIV)

In verse 32, when Jesus sends for Mary and she goes out to him, Mary says the same thing:  "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." (John 11:32, NIV)

This story raises some big questions.  Questions that Mary and Martha ask Jesus in the middle of their crisis.  I’d boil the questions down to these three.  

· Where are you?   

· You could have kept this from happening—why didn’t you? 

· How can you say you love me when you let this happen? 

Those are big questions.  Agonizing, angry, disappointed, betrayed, huge questions.  Maybe it’s a little mind-blowing to think of someone having the chutzpah to ask Jesus those questions to his face.  But you know what—events happen in life that trigger those questions in our minds and hearts.  It might be a traumatic event like a death. Or it might be a difficult season that just seems like it will never end.  But I suspect that most of us have had times when we’ve had some pretty hard questions for God.


I have memories of my parents decorating my room when I was little.  On one wall, above my dresser, my parents hung a plaque that depicted Jesus with a group of children.  He was loving them.  They were smiling up at him, happy and welcome and safe.

On the opposite wall, they spent a chunk of a day affixing a giant wallpaper tree.  It was a big, spreading, leafy tree, and its branches provided a home and protection to various forest creatures.  There were birds in its branches, and squirrels.  An owl peered out from a hole in its trunk.  A rabbit played at its base.


Two walls of my room, basically giving the same message.  You’re safe.  You’re loved.  You’re protected.


And in between those two walls of my room one day when I was seven, I was molested by a teenage boy who was babysitting me and my younger brother.  


What do you do when a life event hits that clashes that strongly with who you believe God is supposed to be?  What do you do with that?  Tell you what I did.  I kept the event a secret.  Didn’t tell my parents.  Didn’t tell anybody.  Hid it so well that I didn’t even encounter the memory again myself till a bunch of years later.  And even when it resurfaced, I pushed it back to a corner of my mind that I avoided at all costs.  Only in the past couple of years have I dared to go there.  To take a good look at that event and what it cost me.  To take a look at the effects that it had and still has on me.  To acknowledge the questions it triggered in my mind and heart about this God who claims to love me.


We’ll come back to that in a bit.  But for now…

What is it for you?  What event(s) in your life makes you ask God the hard questions:

· Where are you?/Where were you?

· You could’ve kept this from happening—why didn’t you?

· How can you say you love me when you let this happen?

What is it for you?  It doesn’t have to be an event that you consider to be as bad as what I just mentioned.  Or it might be something a lot worse.  Don’t compare your tragedies to someone else’s.  Different stuff affects different people differently.  It’s not a size or a comparison issue—it’s an issue of what questions the event raises in your heart.  Don’t cheat and think of something that used to raise those questions for you but that you’ve resolved.  Think of something that still raises the questions.  

Write down what one of those events is for you.  There’s a line down toward the bottom of your teaching notes—write your event in the space below that line.  Write it in code if you don’t want the person next to you to know what it is.  You may have several events that come to mind.  You don’t have to write down the biggest one—unless you sense God challenging you to do that.  Just write down one of them.  One of them you might be willing to own up to.

Good job.  I expect that was difficult for a lot of you.  But do you know what you just did?  You just did the FIND IT step in our process.  You identified a part of your heart that is at odds with God.  That doubts He knows what He’s doing.  Disagrees with his creative vision.  Wonders if He loves you.  


You just found a part of your heart that needs to be transformed.  You just found a part of your heart that I bet God is longing to transform.


And God can transform it.

You know what—before we talk about how that transformation part happens, let’s just take a minute and pray—

God, You know the questions and doubts that have been unleashed in this room.  In our hearts.  On the paper where we’ve written them down.  You know the fear that springs up in us when we acknowledge this stuff.  I pray that you’d calm our fears enough that we’ll be able to hear how you might want to respond to us in the middle of our questions.  I pray that you’d protect this place, these next few moments, that you’d teach us some of what it means for us to partner with you in this whole transformation thing.  Amen.


Okay, so we survived step one—the FIND IT step.  We identified a part of our heart that thinks and feels differently from God.  A part of our heart that has doubts and questions.  


But it’s not enough to FIND IT.  We also have to OWN IT if we want it to be transformed.  


I know, maybe you’re thinking—hey, didn’t I just own it?  Just a minute ago, when I wrote it down?  I don’t know.  I think you identified it, but I don’t know whether you owned it.  What I mean by “owning it” is this:  That you don’t just keep this thing cordoned off in a compartment of your heart, but that you actually open up the whole mess of it—the emotions, the questions, the content—and you say, yep, that’s there.  Yep, that happened, that’s how I feel about it, and I’m not going to pretend that I don’t. 


I guess I didn’t tell you how the story of Lazarus ends up.  Jesus goes with Mary and Martha to the tomb where Lazarus is buried.  And he raises Lazarus from the dead.  


Yeah. Pretty incredible stuff.


And, okay, this next part is my imagination.  The Bible doesn’t say what happens later that night.  But you’ve got to think that Lazarus might have some trouble sleeping, right?  I like to imagine that he and Jesus sit down together, middle of the night, and eat leftovers of whatever Martha had prepared for dinner.  And I’ve got to think he’d ask Jesus some of the same questions his sisters had asked:  Why didn’t you show up sooner?  Why did you let this happen?  Jesus, if you had been here, I wouldn’t have died—my family wouldn’t have had to go through this.


Jesus and Lazarus sitting at the table together, transforming doubts into conversation.  Jesus and Lazarus, sitting at the table together, eating Martha’s leftovers. 

Here’s the way it works at our house with leftovers.  They end up pushed to the back of the fridge and forgotten.  Either because we don’t think to eat them the next day or we go grocery shopping and put the new groceries into the fridge, pushing the leftovers back to make room.  And by the time I bump into the leftovers again, I tend to find containers of sometimes unidentifiable food.  Science experiments.  

Here’s the way it works with Martha’s leftovers.  It’s a different sort of thing.  Let’s say something bad happens.  Like that thing you wrote down earlier.  Causes you to question whether God’s worthy of your trust.  He invites you to sit down at the table, eat with him, fight it out and talk it through.  But that scares you too much, so you decline the invitation.  It all feels like too much—too much for you to swallow.  So you pack it up—you pack up the leftovers and store them in the fridge of your heart—way in the back.  

But these leftovers—they never go bad.  That’s the problem.  Ever notice, you stumble across an event like that in your mind and—boom!—all of a sudden you’re right there again?   It’s fresh.  Like you pop open the container, it jumps into your internal microwave, and suddenly the sights and smells are all right there in front of you again.  And there’s Jesus, inviting you to sit down with him, eat it with him, and talk it through.  And you’re faced with the decision all over again.

[that thing you wrote down earlier—you got a leftover container when you came in today—tear off the thing you wrote down and put it into the leftover container and close it up—keep holding the container]

I don’t know what it’s like with you and your leftover container.  With me, I find all kinds of reasons not to truly OWN IT.  I may know it’s there, but I’ll find all kinds of reasons to minimize it.  To say it’s not that big of deal.  That other people have suffered so much more.  That this is something I can live with.  To say I can work around this.  It’s not affecting me that much.  Not affecting my relationships much.  Not affecting my relationship with God.

I did that for decades with the fact that I’d been sexually abused.

And then I owned it.  I opened the container.  

A couple years ago, I was talking with a friend, and in the middle of our conversation I got brave.  And I told him about the molest.

It got kinda quiet.  Kinda like when I told you.

And my friend said something no one had said to me before.  “That’s huge.”

And him saying that.  That was huge.  I couldn’t minimize it anymore.  Couldn’t push it away into the back of my heart.  To the back of the fridge.  God was speaking through my friend to me, and he said, “Have you ever worked through that?”  And when I said no, he said, “You know you’re going to need to do that, right?  Because that’s huge.”

And I’m here to tell you.  Whatever you’ve got in your leftover container—it’s huge.


I know.  You look at that little box in your hand, and you think—hey, that’s little.  But if you collect leftovers like that in your heart, they’re going to take up space.  And every event that you pack up and stow away in there instead of opening it up and owning it and giving God access to it—they’re going to add up.  They’re going to make it so there’s less and less space for God in your heart.  There’s going to be less and less of your heart available to give to him.  And God is a jealous God—he’s not going to be okay with that. 

You can have all kinds of pieces of your life in line.  But if you’ve got this one part that’s not available to God—he’s gonna go after that.  It’s apparently bigger than we think.  It’s huge. 

Might be time for you to OWN IT.

FIND IT

OWN IT


And then, step three:  LET GOD HAVE IT


Now you might think I’m saying something like that old bumper sticker that says “Let go and let God.”  That’s a cool idea.  But that’s not what I’m saying.  Eventually, as you continue in the process, you’ll get to the place where you’ll totally be able to put this in God’s hands.  But before you get to the place of letting God have it…


You need to let God have it.   God can handle your pain, your doubts, your questions, your fears.  He can take your anger and frustration and feelings of betrayal.


I know that’s scary.  Probably, there have been times in your life when you let someone have it and the results have been less than good.  Maybe you’ve been brutally honest with someone about how you were feeling, and they distanced themselves from you as a result.  Maybe you’ve been honest with someone but you said it wrong and they ran away.  Maybe you’ve been honest with someone about your feelings, and they’ve been overwhelmed with sympathy or they’ve been scared by your intensity—and as a result they’ve given in and given you things that weren’t actually good for you.


Hear this.  



When you let God have it

· He won’t turn away 

· He won’t cave 

It’s this amazing thing about God—he is not scared of you.  You will not chase him away with your honesty.  In fact, the Bible says that God desires truth in the inmost being.  


And because of that you can let God have it.  I’m not talking about disrespect here—I’m talking about being honest with the God who already knows you.  Better than you know yourself.  Being honest with him about what’s going on with you.

Let God have your tangled emotions.

You keep going to Jesus even when you have hard things to say to him.  Even when you’ve got hard questions for him.  Even when you’ve got really tough and tangled emotions.

We’ve talked about this--throughout John chapter 11, no matter what they’re feeling, no matter what objections they have, Mary and Martha bring their emotions to Jesus.  They don’t pull punches.  But they don’t break relationship either.  

There is a sort of trust in Jesus that happens when you love him and love what he’s doing.  There’s a whole different element of trust that kicks in when you love Jesus but have no idea what he’s doing, when you hate what he’s doing.  The way that trust shows itself then, in those moments, is by continuing to take those feelings to him.  To refuse to let those things keep you from going to him.

Let God have the stinky stuff of your life.


Let me rewind a bit in the Lazarus story.  To the point where Jesus goes with Mary and Martha to the tomb where Lazarus is buried.  There’s a whole group of friends gathered around, grieving with the sisters.


And Jesus grieves, too.  Most translations say that “Jesus wept.”  One translation says, “He burst into tears.”


That’s what you’d expect a friend to do at a graveside service.  But then Jesus does something unexpected.  

39 "Take away the stone," he said.

    "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days."

Okay, so there’s a stone blocking the entrance of the tomb.  Jesus tells the people to remove it.  Martha objects, understandably so.  It would have been improper for Martha to expose a decaying corpse.  It would have been embarrassing to take that risk in front of the crowd that was gathered.  It would have been amazingly difficult to trust this Jesus who had just let her down.  And forget opening the tomb for a minute—it would have been wrenching to open her heart to allow even a hint of hope back in.

And then there are the practical considerations.  Lazarus’ body has been in the tomb four days, in the middle eastern heat.  You don’t want to open the tomb.  It will stink.  And really, there’s no point.  He’s dead. Four days past the point of no return.  You can’t do anything about that.


Oh, but he can.  Jesus convinces them to open up the tomb.  And then he calls into the tomb—“Lazarus, come out!”  And Lazarus comes out.  Still wrapped up in the grave clothes, but very much alive.  And all that’s left is to unwrap the guy and take him home to dinner.

God is in constant pursuit of life, of transformation, of resurrection.  And because of that, he is constantly challenging us to open up any part of our hearts that might stink of death and give him access.  Give him room to resurrect what’s dead.


You know I was reluctant to let Jesus into the dead parts of my heart.  To really let him have access to all the things I was feeling.  To all the stink I’d kept closed up for so long.  But you know what—I got to the point where as scary as that was—it was scarier to stay dead if there was the possibility of resurrection, the possibility of transformation.


And so there came a day almost exactly a year ago, when I got in a room with a couple of friends and God, and for a good couple hours I let God have it.

I’d done a fair amount of finding and owning by that point.  But in that space of time, I let God have it.  Big time.  Every fear I could find in my heart stemming from my experience, I told him.  Every question I had at that point—I asked him.  Everything I was angry with him about I told him.  It wasn’t clean or pretty or dignified.  It was rough and raw and unrehearsed.  I wasn’t sitting calmly on the couch.  I was off the couch and I was wrestling with God.


And God didn’t answer all the why’s that I presented him with.  When I asked him to make the event go away, he said no.  He didn’t cave.  But he didn’t turn away either.  He said no with love and with tears.  


Have you ever let God have it?  Ever let him into the bad neighborhoods of your heart?  Have you ever unloaded on God your hurt and anger and doubts and questions to the point that you’ve given him every bit of it?  Kept wrestling him with all your strength and found that he is still there?  Kept wrestling until you can’t anymore because you’ve emptied out all your questions and doubts and anger onto him…Have you ever exhausted yourself against God—punched through it all to the place where you find him holding you and you can rest on him and hear his love for you again?  


I have.  


And among the surprises of that whole experience was this:  I thought I’d been holding a part of my heart away from God.  Thought I’d buried it.  And in a way, I had.  But in another way, what I found was this:  that actually, God had been holding that part of my heart the whole time.  Waiting for me to be ready to receive it back from him, alive and whole.  Alive and transformed.


God gave me back my heart that day.  Transformed.  I bought this necklace to remind myself of that truth.


The truth that he’s transformed that part of my heart.  But also the truth that transformation can happen.  That resurrection isn’t just something that Jesus did centuries ago, but something he does now.  It’s part of his character.

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life.” –John 11:25 (NIV)

Jesus says that he is the resurrection and the life.  He IS.  That means that he embodies resurrection—that in him is the power to bring life where there is death.  And if we are in relationship with Jesus, we dare not rule out the possibility that at any moment, Jesus may want to bring life and resurrection to something that is currently dead.

I’m not talking about the people who die in your life. Though I suppose God could do that.  I’m not talking about God changing the outside circumstance that wounded your heart.  He doesn’t always do that.  I’m talking about him transforming your heart itself, whether or not the outside circumstance changes.  


That leftover container you’ve got—with that piece of your heart written down in it.  I’m talking about that.  About God wanting to transform that.

So here’s your challenge this week: (Flip to back side of teaching notes)

Make a commitment:

I will open up this part of my heart that I’ve kept off limits to God.

I will keep working through this event with God—as long as it takes.

I will end up believing the truth—that God is here, that he loves me, that he has the power to act.  

Make an appointment:


With God:  


Put it on your calendar.  Seriously.  Make an appointment with God.  You can even literally go out to dinner with him, or sit down at your kitchen table.  Make sure you allow yourself some time and space.  Bring your leftover container with you.  Open it up and talk to God about it.  I’ve given you some conversation starters to talk through with him.  You may only get to a couple of these questions in this first conversation.  That’s okay.  You don’t have to eat it all at once—you probably won’t.  Take it a bite at a time.  But get the conversation started.  And then make another appointment with God to talk some more.  


Sometimes—a lot of times, most of the time—it helps to have a friend you can trust to go through this process with you.  Remember, this is an event, these are questions that felt too big for you to swallow.  They may still feel too big.  But having someone with you to help shoulder the load can help.  Pick someone you feel safe with.  Someone who knows God well, and who you trust to know this about you and help you open it up and look at it.  If you don’t have someone like that in your life right now, talk to one of us, and we’ll help you find someone--but only if you’re ready to find it, own it and let God have it.


This is how your life is transformed.  You don’t just let God tinker around the edges of your heart—you let him go deep.  Paul says it like this in Romans 12:1-2.

RO 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is true worship.  2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  (TNIV)


This is the nitty-gritty of transformation.  And this is how you actively participate in it with God.  This is how you transform doubts about God into conversations with God.  You take a field trip with God to the fridge of your heart.  You walk into it with Him and let him point out any part of your heart that isn’t open and lined up with his.  If there is any part of your heart at odds with God, you FIND IT.  You OWN IT.  And you LET GOD HAVE IT.   You give Him room to resurrect what’s dead.

This is how you get transformed—piece by piece, day by day, leftover container by leftover container.  It’s harder than just leaving your life alone.  But it is worth it, not to live a half-hearted life.  It is worth it, to be able to offer God all of who you are in worship, and not just a small piece of your heart.

It is worth it, to be transformed.

Stand and dismiss:  (have people available to pray with after service if people want prayer as they start in on this process.)

And this is my prayer for you as you leave today—that Jesus, who is the resurrection and the life, will this week begin to transform your heart in unexpected and amazing ways as you open yourself up to him.  Amen.

Life Transformers:  Authority

October 27/28, 2007
Ever wonder how to raise a juvenile delinquent?  Here are 12 suggestions from the Houston Police Department…
Begin with infancy to give the child everything he wants. In this way he will grow up to believe the world owes him a living.

 Quarrel frequently in the presence of your children. In this way they won’t be so shocked when the home is broken up later.  

 When he picks up bad words, laugh at him. This will make him think he’s cute.

Give the child all the spending money he wants. Never let him earn his own. 

Never give him any spiritual training. Wait until he is twenty-one and then let "him decide for himself".

Satisfy his every craving for food, drink, and comfort. See that his every sensual desire is gratified.

 Avoid the use of "wrong". He may develop a guilt complex. This will condition him to believe later, when he is arrested, that society is against him and he is being persecuted.

Let him read any printed material, and listen to any music he can get his hands on. Be careful that the silverware and drinking glasses are sterilized, but let his mind feast on garbage.

Pick up everything he leaves lying around. Do everything for him so that he will be experienced in throwing all responsibility on others.

When he gets into real trouble, apologize to yourself by saying, "I could never do anything with him." 

Take his part against neighbors, teachers, and policemen. They are all prejudiced against your child. 

Prepare for a life of grief. You will likely have it. 


One of the most difficult lessons in all of life is to learn the lesson of submission to authority.  A life that is transformed must learn how to properly relate to authority and learn the Biblical principle of submission.  So, today…I want to teach us about what a transformed relationship with authority looks like from a Biblical standpoint.   Thankfully God has addressed the subject in our text today, taken from Romans 13…

“Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you.  For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.  This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing.” (Romans 13:1-6)
Submission to Governmental Authority….
The first area of submission that God addresses is the whole issue of our relationship to governing authorities.  Here are three key truths from this passage about government and our relationship to that authority…
1.  Civil government is a part of God's purpose for the world. (13:1-2)

2.  Government leaders are servants of God.  (13:  3-4)

Psalm 72 says that the godly ruler cares for the oppressed and the poor, takes care of the disadvantaged and seeks the needs of everybody and not just the privileged few.  Notice how serious God considers this issue.  If you're a governmental leader what is your responsibility is before God since God considers all authority His servants?  Isaiah 10:1-3 "Woe to those who make unjust laws and those who issue oppressive decrees to deprive the poor of their rights and rob my oppressed people of justice making widows their prey and robbing the fatherless.  What will you do on the day of reckoning when disaster comes from afar?  To whom will you run for help?  Where will you leave your riches?  Nothing will remain but to cringe among the captives or fall among the slain." 
3.  Civil government is only temporary.  
1 Cor. 15:24 says eventually God will abolish all human forms of government and we will be reined unto the kingdom of God.  Jesus Christ will be the king.  Phil. 2 tells us that one day every knee is going to bow, every tongue is going to confess that Jesus is Lord and we will serve God in His kingdom and all other forms of government will be dealt with.  No matter what form of government we're under, it's just temporary.  
VIDEO CLIP from STRANGER THAN FICTION

So, we learn to submit to governmental authority, recognizing that ultimately all governmental authority is temporary (even the IRS’s) and that we ultimately have a higher citizenship…
Transformation isn’t a one-time event but a daily struggle, a daily choice to clothe ourselves with Christ and not thinking about how to gratify sinful desires.  It’s a battle.  A battle fought with love and with light.  A battle that’s not against flesh and blood, but under the surface, both in society and in our relationships….and that is the field where it gets played out… 
“Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.  Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.  The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.” (Romans 13:7-10)

What is the Principle of Submission?

So, governmental authority is one area where we learn the Principle of Submission, but the fundamental arena where this Principle of Submission gets played out is in the arena of relationships… so let me unpack the principle of submission in 3 different dimensions….

DEFINITION:  Submission is an act of trust where we willingly (by choice) submit to the RIGHTFUL AUTHORITY of a person within the sphere of their influence.  

Submission to God… (Romans 8:6-7)
“The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. “ (Romans 8:6-7)
Submission in families…. (Ephesians 5:21-22, 6:1)
For instance, the Bible teaches mutual submission in marriage (Eph 5:21) and that wives should submit to their husbands(Eph 5:22)…it does NOT teach that husbands should SUBJECT their wives to their authority, nor that women should be submissive to men.  What it teaches is that in marriage, submission should be MUTUAL and that wives should submit to their husbands.  I’ve taught about the whole dimension of marriage relationship before; if you’d like copies of those series, stop in the Resource Center and we’ll find them for you!
Children (Ephesians 6:1)

 The Bible also teaches that we should submit ourselves to proper spiritual authority:

Submission to spiritual authority (Hebrews 13:17)
“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.” (Hebrews 13:17)

….and HERE is a huge problem for some of us in the family here at CVC…
LISTEN CAREFULLY:  If you cannot be in submission, you cannot be led, and if you cannot be led, you cannot grow to maturity.  Simple as that…
So…if we are people who have accepted the principle of submission…that we should submit to Godly authority in our homes, in our church, and in our nation, how does that get played out?  
Here is how…It gets played out in everyday relationships.  Why is this principle of submission so key?   It is because it is key to our spiritual vitality in the world that we live in…the world of a very real battle over both good and evil and over transformation and conformity….the bottom line issue is whether or not we are going to be TRANSFORMED by Jesus, His Word, and His Spirit, or are we going to be CONFORMED to the reality of our times…as we read in these next few verses…
“And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” (Romans 13:11-14)
This is an ongoing war and battle, we have to keep on fighting the battle, clothing ourselves with light and not darkness, it affects how we deal with society and with one another.  Live as though it were light, even though we live in what is often darkness.
Get prepared for battle (put on the armor of light—living in God’s authority and power).  The tragedy is that many Christians don't even know they're in a war.  They don't know there's a war going on.  They are unaware of the fact that the moment you became a Christian you became the enemy of the devil.  It's very important for us to realize that we are in a spiritual battle, a struggle for our own Christian growth, and for the lives and souls for everybody around us.  

These are the areas where the battle of submitting ourselves to Christ and to a transformed relationship with the authority of God and His Spirit in our lives:

Self Control

Moral Purity

Relationships of harmony and love (God hates(Proverbs 6:16ff) dissension and John 17 prayer of Jesus that we may be one)

Jesus longs for us to live transformed lives that result in lives of excellence and right relationship with authority.  So…as we close today, how is your relationship with authority?  Are you submitting to God and to His Word?  are you submitting in your home? To proper governmental authority? To spiritual leadership?

Life Transformers:  Managing Disagreements
November 10-11, 2007


God has been working in this series…www.ineedchangenow.com; encourage you to go there to share a story of how God is working in your life to bring about change and transformation


Imagine a party situation where you start discussing something contentious…IRAQ, Healthcare, Pension reform, Colts/Patriots game, Raiders/49’rs potential of ever having a decent season.  How do you have those conversations without getting hot under the collar?  

Now let’s move away from a party situation….now you are in a conversation with friends who attend this church with you.  One of the reasons you attend church is that you want to be with people who have the same hopes and dreams that you do and want to explore their relationship with God.  Now the topic turns to movies…and you are shocked to find that you have a huge disagreement about movies:   Harry Potter & Disney movies as well.  Then, when it comes to food, you find that your friend has strong beliefs not only about nutrition but about a plot by the pharmaceutical and fast food industries based on food additives.  Frustrated, you begin to talk about the Bible only to discover that you can’t agree on some matters there either!  You leave the party frustrated and decide that maybe you should just keep everything to yourself and talk about the weather (of course even that can provoke a debate when it comes to global warming!).

What happens when you disagree with someone about matters of faith?  In particular, what happens when committed Christians disagree about issues that are not core to the faith, but convictions all the same?  This weekend, I want us to understand how a transformed life handles disagreements of faith that have the potential to negatively impact relationships.

The Bible addresses that very subject in Romans 14.  How do we manage disagreements, particularly between people who love Jesus and yet have different convictions on some matters of faith?  This weekend, I will be teaching about 5 principles that relate to how to handle matters of faith disagreement ….
Let’s read from the first 8 verses of Romans 14…

“Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. One man’s faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.  One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 8If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. (Romans 14:1-8)
Managing Disagreements in a Transformed Fashion

1)  Accept the person who has different faith convictions on disputable matters (vss 1-3)


Let’s first of all recognize that we are talking about followers of Christ here.  We’re not talking about things that are NOT disputable.  Subjects like the deity of Christ, the authority of Scripture, the sinfulness of mankind, the need of a Savior, Jesus’ death on the cross, those are not in play here.  We are talking about issues where Jesus loving, Bible believing Christians have different convictions.   


Rick Warren has a set of six reasons why we should accept someone with different convictions than we have..I think they are right on:

1.  Because God has already accepted him. (vs. 3)

2.  Because it's not my responsibility.  (v. 4)

3.  Because I don't know their motives.  (vs. 5-6)

4.  Because we're related to each other. (vs. 7)

5.  Because only Christ has the right to judge.  (vs. 8-9)

6.  Because I'm only accountable for myself. (vs. 10-12)

2)  Refuse to judge someone based on his convictions (vs. 4)


As long as the convictions that someone has are based on their relationship with Christ and have become a conviction of them and their family, you must refuse to judge and honor them for their convictions
EX:  Our family…children of different families.  We always teach the principle that other children are under the authority of their parents (e.g. movies, music, etc.).  Jennifer age 13 with Shyla Erich on a sleep over….come pick me up…not because of scared, but because of movie(demonic content)…

"Convictions are central beliefs, crucial to salvation, over which we would be willing to denounce someone in serious disagreement and (if there is no repentance) eventually divide fellowship. Persuasions are beliefs about which we are personally certain but which are not crucial to salvation. We must accept believers with differing persuasions as members in good standing of God's family, even when we are certain they are wrong on these points. Opinions are beliefs about subjects on which either (1) we have a preference but acknowledge that others also may be right in holding a different view, or (2) we do not have any confidence that we yet know the truth about the matter." Alan Scholes, What is Christianity all About? p.21,22

3)  Establish your convictions between you and Jesus (vss. 5-8)


God does want us to live lives with conviction.  But, long ago, people recognized that there is a different between “core” and “peripheral” issues.  
Quote from the 1600’s Protestant Reformation, often quoted by John Wesley, founder of Methodism:  "IN ESSENTIALS UNITY, IN NON-ESSENTIALS LIBERTY, IN ALL THINGS CHARITY.

CVC Statement of Faith:  
We believe in the personal Lordship of Christ over individual believers.  Each believer must give account for himself to Christ.  Therefore, in matters not strictly defined in Scripture, convictions of one should not be imposed on others (Romans 14).
Learning to hear from God (perhaps reference Oasis teaching)
Live a principle centered life…based on what God is saying to you and what will keep you right with Him, live a life based on those convictions.  That is what the majority of time, you will hear me and others teaching principles from this platform…sometimes the application is universal, but many times we recognize the application may end up being varied depending on your circumstances
The verses in between here and the next section essentially tell us that someday, we all are going to stand before God…so we need to be prepared and make sure our convictions are right between us and God…that we live principled lives.  But now let’s take a next step…how do we respond when we know someone has a different conviction than we do.  Let’s get down to brass tacks…how about the issue of drinking alcohol, watching certain movies, gambling, wearing certain kinds of clothing?  What do we do when we know someone in our lives struggles with a certain issue or has convictions different than ours on a specific issue?  Glad you asked…

“Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way. As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for him it is unclean. If your brother is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died.  Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat anything that causes someone else to stumble. It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your brother to fall.”  (Romans 14:13-15, 19-21)
4) Don’t put a stumbling block in front of someone


Your life can be a stumbling block to others.  Now obviously you can’t spend your entire life walking around in a panic.  We are talking about having a relationship with someone and recognizing potential pitfalls that exist for someone in your life that cares about you and that you care about.
Let me get dangerously specific here!

EX’s:  Drinking alcohol (may talk about staff direction here), gambling, clothing (womens or mens…might talk about student ministry/boys are bad saying that I have had to stop), movies, language

5) Place higher value on people than things


God is ultimately most concerned about what will help each of us walk in right relationship with Him, with ourselves, and with one another.  The Message Translation has a great way of putting these last several verses in a nutshell:
“So let’s agree to use all our energy in getting along with each other. Help others with encouraging words; don’t drag them down by finding fault. You’re certainly not going to permit an argument over what is served or not served at supper to wreck God’s work among you, are you? I said it before and I’ll say it again: All food is good, but it can turn bad if you use it badly, if you use it to trip others up and send them sprawling. When you sit down to a meal, your primary concern should not be to feed your own face but to share the life of Jesus. So be sensitive and courteous to the others who are eating. Don’t eat or say or do things that might interfere with the free exchange of love.” (Romans 14:19-21, TMSG)


Let me bring this teaching to a close this morning by focusing on what makes us grow and what makes a church family grow.  A growing church is a natural result of people who love Jesus, love each other, and love people around them.  If a church is not growing, then something has interfered with our love for Jesus, for each other, or for the people around them. 

If we love Jesus, we’ll live lives pleasing to Him


We’ll live our lives based on our convictions that come from His Word, from His Spirit, and from our relationships within the Body of Christ.

If we love each other, we’ll have a deep desire to be in unity with other believers

we’ll decide what are the essentials…and we’ll work hard at maintaining unity in Christ….God can work through a lot of things, but He will NOT bless disunity in His family…
“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:1-3)

Jesus’ prayer in John 17…prayed that we might be one with the Father and with one another (might talk about meeting this week with a person who has left CVC)

If we love the people around us, we will want to share the greatest part of our lives


….our relationship with Jesus Christ….and we will keep the MAIN THING (Jesus) the MAIN THING!  We will NOT focus on externals, we will not debate peripheral issues, we will keep driving people to this one question, “What do you think of Jesus?”…
So…which of those 3 areas has Jesus spoken to you about this morning?
Life Transformers:  Radical Acceptance

November 17-18, 2007

Throughout this series, we have been grappling with how we live out our relationship with God in a transformed way in the world around us.  We’ve addressed our mind, heart, love, relationship with one another, relationship with authority, and managing disagreements.  Truly transformed people allow God into those spaces of our lives and it makes a noticeable difference in how we live.

Now we are going to move into some very specific implications of being truly transformed people.  We’ll be talking about 3 different areas:

Truly transformed people are RADICALLY ACCEPTING, COMMITTED TO SERVING, AND  SPIRITUALLY DISCERNING.
This weekend we’ll be talking about what it means to be radically accepting.  What goes through your mind when you hear that phrase?  In our contemporary setting, I suspect it has something to do with total tolerance.  You know…if you are radically accepting, it means that you must be committed to total tolerance.  But I want to speak against that in a clear way right now…and say that NONE of us are really committed to total tolerance.  Even if you think you are, you are not.  For instance, if you think you are committed to total tolerance—and you are “open” to various lifestyles, ethics, belief systems, etc….even then, I can almost assuredly say that you are not totally tolerant…for instance, I can assume that you are NOT tolerant of people who want to do violence to you, or your property, or to others or to their property, right?  You are probably not terribly tolerant of people who spread hateful and violent thoughts and speech towards others, even if you may support their right to such thinking and speaking.  The truth is, most of us would find total tolerance lacking in how we apply it.

But I’m here today to suggest something FAR more exciting than total tolerance.  I’d like to suggest that we come to grips with RADICAL ACCEPTANCE.  What does that mean for a follower of Christ?  Glad you asked!

Radical acceptance means that we believe EVERYONE is within reach of the grace of God in Christ Jesus 

Followers of Jesus, who have been truly transformed, will long to demonstrate, model, and reach out to others in our world with the grace and kindness of Christ.  The Apostle Paul fleshes out some of what that looks like in the first 13 verses of Romans 15.

“We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.”  For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” (Romans 15:1-4)
Transformed people support the spiritual growth of others


We are in process of building a community of spiritual health.  Want to demonstrate to the world around us what it means to be in a community where love of Jesus Christ leads us to love of others.  


I had a cool thing happen to us this week..we went to see a movie...I stayed in lobby to get popcorn…lady gave up a seat next to Pam to accommodate me as a “random act of kindness”…only to discover that she attended CVC and recognized me as the Pastor…but I told her she still gets full credit!


How many of us have prayed for someone else this past week?  Have you written an encouragement note?  Helped out someone in need?

God’s Word Changes Lives (vs. 4)


Core value of CVC.  One of the reasons we become radically accepting people, is that our experience with the fact that God never gives up on us, and the words of Scripture itself convinces us that we can have hope!


When I teach about leadership, I always say that part of what leaders do is “traffic in hope”.  Hope is organic and endemic to relationship with Jesus.  With a relationship with Jesus Christ, we are never out of options.  No dead end exists that the power of God cannot transform. And because of that, we never see people as too far gone from God…we see them as a potential miracle…because of our relationship with the ONE who specializes in making miracles out of messes!


That is the vision of radical acceptance, that leads us to work so hard within the Body of Christ, the family of God, to be unified (NOT uniform) in our relationship with Christ and our witness to the world around us:

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.   Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” (Romans 15:5-7)
Jesus’ high priestly prayer..His last recorded prayer before the cross and where He intercedes to the Father for us-- in John 17 is an awesome example of this.  It is at the very heart of God for His kids to be truly transformed and long for unity with one another…
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” (John 17:20-23)
Stories:  Couple of weeks ago meeting with a Christian who previously attended CVC and left without resolving some issues…had a pretty substantial disagreement with me.  Praying together before the meeting and sharing openly and then leaving in unity.  Saw the next week in Post Office and no feelings of uneasiness.

I pray every month with pastors of the largest churches in Reno and we pray for unity.  
Radical acceptance is grounded in Christ, not in us…


If it’s up to me, we are in trouble.  I’ll accept people like me, people I like, and people I believe in.  But since it is not up to me, I can accept anyone as a person able to receive the grace of Christ…because if God gave His grace to me and to you, then He can give it to anyone!  Jesus’ church is a hospital for the hurting, not a museum for perfect plastic people!  Can you imagine the impact of a church like ours being radically committed to reaching everyone in our community with the good news of a God who so loves them that NO ONE is beyond the reach of His grace?

What would a church look like if it was full of truly transformed people who had been transformed in their minds, their hearts, their love, their relationships with each other, with authority, and managed disagreements?  We would be a radically accepting people…and this is what we would experience:

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)
A Healthy Church and healthy people will be full of:

Joy…because of what God has done for us…
Peace…because of what God is doing in us…
Hope…because of what God will do for us…

all by the power of the Holy Spirit!  This is NOT a natural state of being.  It only comes as we live truly transformed lives in the power of the Holy Spirit…
LIFE TRANSFORMERS: COMMITTED TO SERVING

We are nearing the end of this series on Romans about being transformed by the Power of God. This whole series is about having our lives transformed so we can make a significant impact on this earth for the Kingdom of God. 

Let’s take a look at the end of Paul’s letter to the Romans in chapter 15. The key words in Romans 15 is first, the word "minister" in v. 16 "God has given me the grace to become a minister of Christ Jesus" and the other word is "service" used three times v. 17, "Therefore I glory in Jesus Christ in my service to God" v. 25, "I'm now on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the saints" v. 31 "Pray that I may be rescued from unbelievers and that my service in Jerusalem may be acceptable." Paul is talking about his ministry and his commitment to service for the Lord. 

Paul's ministry can be divided into two parts:  ministry to believers and ministry to unbelievers.  Those were his two life goals.  To unbelievers -- v. 14-22.  To believers v. 23-33.

What was his ministry to unbelievers?  v. 15 "I have written you quite boldly on some points as if to remind you of them again because of the grace God gave me to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God so that the Gentiles might become an offering."  Circle "gospel" that means "good news".  The first purpose of Paul, his first ministry objective, was to share the good news, to proclaim the good news.  That ought to be the number one goal of every believer.  So once you become a Christian there is no other reason to remain on earth. When you become a Christian, why doesn't he immediately take you on to heaven?   He leaves you here to tell other people.

Paul was very strategic in his method.  He started new churches in the key cities. His method was well thought out. The most effective way to spread the gospel is planting new churches. Here at CVC we are committed to planting more churches. That is the reason we planted the Dayton campus. We want to do what Paul described as his number one purpose. 

So in Romans 15 Paul says first my ministry is to unbelievers to proclaim the good news and then in the second passages 23-33 he says my ministry to believers is to meet their needs.  Every true believer ought to care about his brothers and sisters in the Lord.  The more you grow in Christ the more you're going to care about other people.  It's a test.  The more mature I am as a believer the more I care about other people.

So the whole book of Romans is about being transformed in to a servant and making an impact on the lives of believers and unbelievers. 

I believe that every one of us would like for everyone else to like us and gives us favor. Wouldn’t you like for people you meet to like you and open their hearts up to you. 

In the first century, when Jesus was born, the Jewish people lived under the control of a contingent of Romans who used force to rule over them. Those rulers were under the dominion of fewer people in Rome, and over those people ultimately came one person, Caesar, who had great power and influence. 

In this leadership style there are groups of people controlled by smaller group of people who are controlled by and even smaller group. This ultimately leads to one influential person who has a great deal of power over others –the majority serving the minority. 

It was into this power scheme that Jesus’ disciples thought they were stepping into by following Christ. They found themselves contending for the “greatest” of the positions in Jesus’ kingdom. They even involved other family members in the grappling. On these occasions Jesus introduced a new set of ideas for leading people and just how to become the “greatest” in His kingdom. 

Mark 9:33-37 

    After they arrived at Capernaum, Jesus and his disciples settled in the house where they would be staying. Jesus asked them, "What were you discussing out on the road?" But they didn't answer, because they had been arguing about which of them was the greatest. He sat down and called the twelve disciples over to him. Then he said, "Anyone who wants to be the first must take last place and be the servant of everyone else." 

     Then he put a little child among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them,  "Anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes my Father who sent me."
These little children need help learning about Jesus. They need to here the stories in the Bible. They need to learn to worship God through music and serving. They need teachers. The Holy Spirit is speaking to some of you right now about working with these children. I want you to listen and them get with Tracy Conover and let her know that God is working on you. Let her help you sort this thing out. Don’t wait until latter this week. Do it today before you leave. 

He went on to contrast His system of leadership with the world’s system by saying in Matthew 20:25-28 
    "You know that in this world kings are tyrants, and officials lord it over the people beneath them. But among you it should be quite different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must become your slave. For even I, the Son of Man, came here not to be served but to serve others, and to give my life as a ransom for many."

Jesus demonstrated these ideas just before His crucifixion while eating with His disciples. In the middle of dinner He grabbed a towel and began to wash the disciples’ feet! This task was reserved for the lowest of the servants in each household. Peter resisted.

In John 13:4-17 Peter said no way Jesus you are not going to wash my feet. Jesus had to rebuke Peter. 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the Jews were convinced that the time had come for Him to overcome the Roman authorities and the corrupt Jewish leaders who had cooperated with the Romans. They ran into the streets shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! (Matt. 21:9) He didn’t cooperate in becoming King this way; instead, He suffered the most humiliating death, rose from the dead, and ascended to heaven. His way of becoming our King was to serve us all in death, burial, and resurrection. 

Then came along Paul. He understood Jesus’ approach to “greatness”: to be great in the kingdom of God, you strive to serve the most people. So he wrote to the Philippians 2:3-8: 

 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death --even death on a cross! 

To be like Christ, we resist seeking and holding on to status and titles; we just serve and obey.  I call this the Philippians 2 attitude. This attitude should permeate all that we do. 

Looking at Paul's life we discover some principles of a ministry that serves people. Paul then explains his life as an example of ministry.

1.  A serving ministry is based on God's grace


Because of God’s grace we are able to serve others 
v. 15 "I have written to you quite boldly on some points as if to remind you of them again because of the grace God gave me to be a minister."  All ministry is built on grace.  Ministry is received not achieved.  Jesus said, "You have not chosen Me, I have chosen you to go forth and bear forth fruit."  I didn't choose to be called into the ministry.  God chose me.  Scripture says if you're a believer God's chosen you for some kind of ministry.  

People give the excuse:  "I've got too many faults for God to use me.  I've got a lot of growing to do.  I could never have a ministry.  I still sin."  

All ministry is based on grace.  Grace is the fact that God knows every stupid mistake I'm going to make in the ministry and He's still chosen me.  The fact that God knows that I'm imperfect, that I'm going to stumble, I'm going to embarrass myself, I'm not always going to make good judgements.  He knows every dumb thing I'm going to do the rest of my life and yet He still chose me. That is grace!  The fact is, God knows every dumb stunt you're going to pull and He knows every blooper, every bad attitude, every mixed motive and He's still chosen you.  If God only used perfect people what would get done?  Nothing!  Ministry is based on grace.  I didn't deserve to be called, you didn't deserve to be called a Christian, it's all grace!  One of the things you must continually remind yourself when you're serving is "I'm doing this not because I'm such a great person.  I'm doing this because of God's grace."  That's why I'm allowed to do it.  I'm not perfect.  I have many faults and weaknesses.  God uses imperfect people.  Everything is by grace.  

2.  A serving ministry is built on God's word


The reason that we read our Bibles is to grow in Jesus so we know how to serve others

Every effective ministry is built on God's word.  v. 16 "God gave me the grace to be a minister of Christ Jesus to Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God."  That's his message.  Every significant ministry that's going to last is built, not on a personality, not on a building, not on a popularity contest, not on flashy advertising.  It's built on the word of God.

An example of this in Paul's life is in Acts 20:32 "Now I commit you to God and to the Word of His grace which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have not coveted anyone's silver or gold or clothing.  You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions."  I'm committing you to God and commit His word to you.  It's His word that builds you up.  Every effective ministry is based on grace and is built on God's word.

3.  A serving ministry is performed in God's power not in human ingenuity and technique


The reason that we pray and fast is to gain His power in our lives so we can serve others

v. 19 "by the power of signs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit."  Circle "power".  Not the power of self help or the power of positive metal attitude.  That's all good.  I think you ought to be positive.  But spiritual ministry needs to be done in spiritual power.  The problem with most of our churches is that there's no power in them.  Everything can be explained away by staying in Sunday School and a balanced budget.  A lot of churches are good excuses for atheists.  A social club.  How do you know if God's really working?  Lives are being changed. That's how you know if God's at work.  People's lives are being changed, marriages are being saved.  There's power.  

John 15:5 "I am the vine and you are the branches.  If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit.  Apart from Me you can do nothing."  If you get unplugged from the power source, you're not going to get much accomplished.  If you stay plugged in to the power source, if the vine stays hooked in and the branches stay hooked into the vine there will be power. Zachariah 4:6 says "Not by might, nor by power, but by My spirit, says the Lord."  

4.  A serving ministry is backed by God's people 
The reason we give tithes and offerings is to honor Jesus and demonstrate, in a tangible way, our concern for others

Paul mentions two ways that these Romans could participate in the ministry.  He says you can support it financially and prayerfully.  v. 25 "Now I am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the saints.  Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.  They were pleased to do it and indeed they owe it to themselves for if the Gentiles have shared with Jews' spiritual blessings they owe to the Jews to share with them material blessings."  The Gospel came out of Israel now here was their opportunity to give back and help them in their time of need.  "After I've completed this task and made sure they have received this fruit [I've taken the offering that you have given to Jerusalem] I will go to Spain and visit you on the way.  I know that when I come to you I will come in the full measure of the blessing of Christ."  

A genuine ministry will be supported by God's people first financially. 

The other thing is prayerful support.  v. 30 "I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God."  You can participate in the ministry by praying.  Prayer partners is a legitimate term.  Paul used it.  "You guys are my partners in ministry," he tells the Philippians.  They prayed for him continuously.  "You join me in my struggle by praying to God for me."  That's very specific.  He says, "Pray that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea.  Pray that my service in Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints there.  Pray that by God's will I may come to you in joy and together with you be refreshed.  May the God of peace be with you all.  Amen."  

v. 14 I don't want you to think that these four things only apply to the full time staff at CVC.  "I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness and complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another."  You can have a ministry.  How?  

The Philippians 2 attitude affects every aspect of life in a positive, powerful way. Jesus teaches us that to find our life we must lose it first. The greatest life is a life lived in servant hood to others. 

Every church member who takes food to a grieving family or provides a ride to an elderly person or mows the grass for someone who can’t do it demonstrates the mind of Christ –the Philippians 2 attitude. 

You see, a humble spirit from a servant’s attitude causes others to have an open heart toward you. If your attitude reflects your desire to bless them and cause them to be successful with no ulterior motives or sinful manipulation in mind, people will welcome you and open their hearts to you. 

Here’s what the Bible says in 2 Corinthians 8:9 “You are familiar with the generosity of Jesus Christ.  Rich as He was He gave it all away for us.  In one stroke He became poor and we became rich.”  This is serving. 

We sing with our lips but we serve with our lives.  The Bible says, “Serve the Lord with gladness.”  Hebrews 12 says “Since we have a kingdom that nothing can destroy, let us please God by serving Him with thankful hearts.”  When we serve God, it’s not some chore, some duty, some obligation.  It’s a privilege.  The motive for serving God, the motive for using my talents and gifts is serving God and others in ministry  is gratitude.  

Everything you have is a gift of God.  So at Thanksgiving, don’t just eat food and watch football.  Thank God for what He’s done in your life.  Thank Him through singing, thank Him through service – by doing something………………..

by using talents and gifts that you’ve got to help people in a way that you don’t get anything personally back from it.  It’s just in gratitude to God.    Serving God with thankful hearts.  We sing our thanks with our lips but we serve with our lives.

Life Transformers:  Spiritually Discerning

December 1-2, 2007


This weekend is the last of our This has been a great teaching series where we have learned what living a transformed life is all about.  Again, I commend to you our website, www.ineedchangenow.com to see stories about life change from our church family and community.


These past two weeks we have talked about how that transformation plays out….it plays out in Radical Acceptance….the way we see people as never beyond the grace of God to heal and forgive.  It also plays out in a life of Service….want to thank Pastor Craig for his excellent teaching last week.


This week, we are going to connect with how transformed people Learn to Discern.  This is the last chapter of Romans and we’re going to see Paul’s passions coming forward…you know how you end a letter and want to make sure to emphasize the key things?  Paul does the same things here.
“I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church in Cenchrea. I ask you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints and to give her any help she may need from you, for she has been a great help to many people, including me.  Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus. They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.” (Romans 16:1-4)
Paul is really concerned here to make sure that he creates an attitude of gratitude within the life of the church family.  Paul wanted to say “Hey!” to a bunch of people in the church at Rome and those he worked with…he didn’t fly solo.  STORY of Pam’s relatives in Virginia (“HEY” across the restaurant)

Insights.  Four things I see from this list of people:

1) Church is people, not buildings

2)Everyone is important (this is kind of a laundry list…that says something)

3) People need recognition…. Paul had something good to say about most of the people on his list Many times we're stingy with out compliments.  We must think, "I don't get enough compliments so I don't want to compliment other people." or "We sure wouldn't want a Christian to get a big head."  I like what Ruth Graham says about Billy Graham.  A lot of people have asked her, "Do you keep him in line?"  She said, "It's my job to love Billy; it's God's job to keep him good."  We don't have to keep each other good.  But it is our job to love each other and commend each other.
4) Church at its best is like an extended family (THANKSGIVING STORY ABOUT FIRE CIRCLE….memory)

Over the course of Paul’s ministry, he had the opportunity to serve with and observe many people in life and relationship with Christ.  One of the things that he regularly experienced was an increased sense of understanding about what was happening in the spiritual realm of life.  We call this discernment.  Let me give us a definition that we can work with:
Definition:  Discernment is the spiritual ability to discern truth from error, Biblical worldview versus worldview, and that which proceeds from God and that which proceeds from the flesh or the enemy (I Corinthians 2:14, Hebrews 5:15, I Corinthians 12:10, Romans 14:1, I John 2:15-23)

“I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people.” (Romans 16:17-18)
Transformed hearts discern divisions
What causes divisions? Almost always, it is related to us living out of our own strength and our own wisdom.  Another NT writer said it this way:

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. (James 3:13-18)

Wow…there are some powerful things in there….both warnings to us and examples for us to understand.  Transformed hearts lean into the heart of God and reflect His wisdom in the way we deal with Him, with one another, and with the world around us.  If we have the Spirit of God and the wisdom of heaven in us, we will have the heart of God flowing out of our lives.
It is the heart of God that His children be one…because of the impact that it has on our relationship with the Father and on our witness to the world.
“I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” (John 17:22-23)

There is one more closing reality of what happens with transformed hearts:

Transformed hearts discern deception 
In verse 18 above, it talked about how some people serve their own appetites and end up deceiving other people.  Here is the spiritual reality of the world we live in:  There is an enemy of your soul…write down John 10:10 in your notes….Jesus is very clear that there is a THIEF who steals, kills, and destroys, but Jesus wants your life to be full and overflowing. 

So what do we do with the reality that there is a THIEF out there in the world?  We have to be equipped to understand deception.  How do we do that?  Study deception?  NO!  Study the truth! Write down Psalm 119  and II Timothy 3:16-17 in your notes as well.  God wants us to be equipped to discern the difference between truth (God’s Word) and error (what the thief wants to sell us). I promise you that it is God’s will that we be grounded in His word (might mention the various classes and opportunities here at CVC)

The thief is selling..are you buying?  The cool thing is that the God who loves you, the Father of your spiritual life, is going do the STOMP on the thief…let’s read on:

“Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am full of joy over you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil. The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.  The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.” (Romans 16:19-20)
(It would be alright with me if you wanted to say Yeah God here!)

Since we want to live transformed lives, Jesus wants us to live our lives to His glory and honor through the power of his word….SO THAT all may come to know Him…
“Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him—to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.” (Romans 16:25-27)
CVC has a local, national, and global vision for ministry. We want to be FHFFC with those we know, and in the community where we live, and to the ends of the earth for the glory of God.

Transformed lives are discerning lives…they are watchful for division and deception by being connected to the heart of God through His spirit and through His Word.
Are you passionate for unity and for truth?  Truly transformed people have the heart of Jesus in them..I pray that we will be passionate for unity and truth as Jesus is!

IMAGINE CHRISTMAS

DECORATING
BRING A FRIEND…CHANGE A LIFE FOR ALL ETERNITY

