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Tonight, my aim is to share with you some Biblical perspectives which I pray will strengthen your life and equip you as you minister in the world around you.  As I have said for the past 2 weeks, the spiritual opportunity that surrounds us is greater than I have ever seen in my lifetime.  Now more than ever our church together, and each of us individually need to be equipped to meet the needs of the world around us.

My teaching tonight will be in 2 segments; we’ll look at the whole concept of a “just war” and then a brief look at the historical roots of the conflict between Arabs & Jews.  First, let’s deal with the concept of a “just war”.  Let me give you some historical background.


Ambrose of Milan (ca. 339-397), the spiritual mentor of Augustine, argued that a secure peace may be won by a just war; and he insisted that the Christian faith should act to bring justice and compassion to the conduct of war.3 This attitude almost certainly reflects the new role of the church as no longer the persecuted minority but an officially recognized religion of the state. It also reflects a more thorough exegesis of Scripture that was continued in the work of Augustine (354-430).


Augustine wondered why, if rejection of military force was so crucial to one’s faith in God, men such as David, the Centurion of the Gospels (Luke 7), Cornelius (Acts 10), and the soldiers who came to John the Baptist (Luke 3) were not told to renounce their occupation, and in several cases were even held out as examples of faith. Augustine saw that Christianity was not incompatible with war, but was to influence it toward the proper methods and ends: "Peace should be the object of your desire; war should be waged only as a necessity."4 Violence may be necessary in our fallen world to protect the innocent and to fulfill the command to love one’s neighbor.


Augustine reasoned that what had been truly evil about war was not necessarily the deaths incurred, but that part of war which had been left too long without the influence of the faith: "The real evils in war are love of violence, revengeful cruelty, fierce and implacable enmity, wild resistance, and the lust of power, and such like; and it is generally to punish these things, when force is required to inflict the punishment, that, in obedience to God or some lawful authority, good men undertake wars, when they find themselves in such a position as regards the conduct of human affairs, that right conduct requires them to act, or to make others act in this way."5


Augustine said, “Peace is not sought in order to provide war, but war is waged in order to attain peace.” And with that, Augustine began laying the foundation for what we know today as the principles for Just War, which states: 

1. JUST WAR can only be waged by legitimate authorities. 

2. JUST WAR must exhaust all non-violent options first. 

3. JUST WAR must have a reasonable chance to succeed. 

4. JUST WAR must be fought with right intentions. 

5. JUST WAR must discriminate between combative enemies and non-combative civilians (Death of civilians are considered justifiable only if unavoidable). 

6. JUST WAR’s ultimate goal should be to re-establish peace.

Recently, Paige Patterson(head of the SBC) said a heart and mind inclined towards justice is founded on the following principles:

1. Human iniquity is such that sometimes a violent response, even a lethal response is absolutely necessary.

2. Whenever violence is necessary, Christians must valiantly attempt to exact no more suffering or death than is absolutely essential to accomplish and maintain the peace.

3. Motives of revenge, brooding anger and fury are unworthy of Christian men.

4. Christians must seek to protect those who are uninvolved.

5. Except in the rarest of cases, a social order or a constituted national entity should be the vehicle of retributive justice.

6. When the enemy fails and falls, godly men must not rejoice in that calamity.

7. The aftermath of the confrontation yields one of three things: bitterness, hatred or forgiveness.


In the context of these principles, there are two additional matters that deal with the matter of Justice in War:
Proportionality:    In conducting a battle just as much as in determining to enter a war, likely goods must be weighed against likely evils. For example, in various campaigns in the South Pacific during World War II, Japanese-held islands were often bypassed and left "to wither on the vine" rather than be invaded. The cost in human lives was simply not worth any potential benefits. This was an example of proportionality in action.

Noncombatant Immunity:  This criterion requires that civilians not be directly and intentionally targeted. While it is true that wars inevitably kill some civilians, such killing must be an unintended and indirect product of attacks on the military.  Obviously, today’s terrorists and nations without a sense of morality are making this doctrine very difficult to maintain; Saddam Hussein placing civilians in residential neighborhoods is but one example of how this is now complicated.

Biblical Framework


There are a host of verses which make a strong case for being not only peace loving, but refusing to participate in any act of violence.  Tonight I’d like to share several of those with you; our time is limited so that we will not have the opportunity to do in-depth study, but they will form the basis of a framework that I believe can help us move forward on this issue.
“Love our enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also.” (Luke 6:27-29) 

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. (Romans 12:18) 
“Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”(Romans 12:17-21)
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.” (Matthew 5:9)


To stand for peace and be a “peacemaker” does not mean that you never use force.  David was a man after God’s heart, yet it was he who wrote that we should “seek peace and pursue it”.

“He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8)


These passages develop, I think, a basic ethic.  An individual believer has a responsibility to seek peace. Nations also are called to peace, but I believe the Scriptures teach that nations also have accountability for justice and the protection of the weak and oppressed.  Last weekend, I shared this verse with you:

“For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.” (Romans 13:3-4)


Justice requires that the strong protect the weak.  It is appropriate to turn our cheek when someone strikes us; it is not appropriate to turn our cheek when someone strikes the innocent.  God has established a variety of “umbrellas of authority”.  The most important of these is:

-God’s relationship to the individual

-The family relationship to children (husband to wife, parents to children)

-Government to its citizens


It is amazing how God has worked in our nation to see an outpouring of generosity to meet needs during this painful time.  But, there have also been some rumblings of hate that carry the seeds of bitterness against innocent persons who are of Arabic or of Middle Eastern descent.

Hebrews 12:15 “Watch out that no bitterness takes root among you, for as it springs up it causes deep trouble, hurting many in their spiritual lives.” 

“My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.” (James 1:19-20)

The great challenge of the Biblical text is to hate sin and love the sinner.  To abhor evil, but love the evildoer.  The clearest text in Scripture that I know of is found in Psalm 139:21-24:
“Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD, and abhor those who rise up against you? I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my enemies. Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” (Psalm 139:21-24)

.

“The wicked flee when no one pursues, But the righteous are bold as a lion.” (Proverbs 28:1)
“May the praise of God be in their mouths and a double-edged sword in their hands, to inflict vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples” (Psalm 149:6-7)
God calls us to be peacemakers; His blessing rests upon the meek.  But, as we have often observed, meekness does not equal weakness.  Meekness is strength under control; a just war is a war fought against evil for the purposes of justice and NOT vengeance. 

Why Can’t the Jews & Arab’s Just Get Along?


The scope of this is just too huge for the time that we have left tonight.  But, I do not want to leave you without at least the basic background of the ancient source of enmity between Arabs & Jews.  I’ll just provide you with an outline form and the Scripture reference for your own study.

1)  God’s promise to Abraham of Blessing:  Genesis 12:1-3

“The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation

and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth

will be blessed through you.”
2) God’s promise of a Son:  Genesis 15:2-6

“But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.” He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.”

3) Abraham & Sarah; the saga of Ishmael:  Genesis 16

1Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian maidservant named Hagar; 2so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her.”

Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4He slept with Hagar, and she conceived.

 “10The angel added, “I will so increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count.”

11The angel of the LORD also said to her:


“You are now with child


and you will have a son.


You shall name him Ishmael,

for the LORD has heard of your misery.

12
He will be a wild donkey of a man;


his hand will be against everyone


and everyone’s hand against him,


and he will live in hostility


toward all his brothers.”
4) Issac, the child of promise, is Born:  Genesis 17:19-22, Genesis 21:1-5
(a wait of over 30 years!)

19Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 20And as for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great nation. 21But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by this time next year.” 22When he had finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from him.

1Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised. 2Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. 3Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. 4When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.
5)  Issac & Esau and the die is formally cast:  Genesis 25:21ff, Genesis 26:34-35

21Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren. The LORD answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. 22The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the LORD.

23The LORD said to her,


“Two nations are in your womb,


and two peoples from within you will be separated;


one people will be stronger than the other,


and the older will serve the younger.”

34When Esau was forty years old, he married Judith daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and also Basemath daughter of Elon the Hittite. 35They were a source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah.” (These were descendants of Ishmael; those two lines therefore merged)


Arabs and Jews have been literally at enmity ever since?  I believe that God loves both Arabs and Jews; but that He has given a special assignment and covenant to the Jewish people.  They have suffered greatly through the years with particular pain and punishment.  


As we close tonight, let me close with an exhortation to “pray for the peace of Jersualem” as we are told in Psalm 122:6
Resources and Notes on Islam
Islam is one of the fastest growing religions worldwide, and Muslims number over 1.2 billion. 

There are as many Muslims in Indonesia (160,000,000 +) as there are Arab Muslims in the heartland of the Middle East. 

One hundred million Muslims live in India where most inhabitants are Hindus. Almost as many Muslims live in India as in Egypt and Iran combined. 

Islam is the second largest religion in Europe. 
Islam has challenged Judaism as the second largest religion in the United States. 

The third holiest city for Muslims is Jerusalem (behind Mecca and Medina in Saudi Arabia), where Muslims believe their prophet Muhammad ascended to heaven from the place of the Dome of the Rock and spoke with Jesus. 

Every Muslim is required to be on Jihad to please Allah and to spread the true religion Islam. 

Saudi Arabia considers itself the caretaker of Mecca, Islam's holiest city. It allows no Christian missionaries to enter the country and no churches to be built on its soil. It spends tens of millions of dollars funding Muslim missionaries and building mosques around the world, including the United States. 

A United Nations demographic report forecasts Muslims will represent at least half of the global birthrate after the year 2055. 

A Muslim leader has inaugurated a session of the United States Senate, praying in the name of Allah. 

Who are the Muslims? 

Islam was founded by Muhammad (570-632) in the Arabian Peninsula amidst fussing and fighting. Muhammad brought a new vision and practice of religion, and the tribes disliked them and attempted to kill him in Mecca. He fled to Medina to establish his Muslim community under the rules and regulations of the Quran.  Islam means submission, and Muslim means one who submits. The basic beliefs and practices of a Muslim are as follows: 

Beliefs: 
Only One Deity and that is Allah Angels (Gabriel brought messages to Muhammad from Allah); Prophets (Include Moses and Torah; Jesus and Gospel; Muhammad and Quran); Scriptures (Include Torah to Jews, Gospel to Christians, Quran as Last Scripture);  Judgment Day (Rewards and Punishments in Heaven or Hell) 

Practices: 
Confession (There is one Deity Allah and Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah);
Giving (Certain percentages of monies and goods and possessions);
Prayer (Five daily prayers at specific times and in specific language and ways);
Fasting (One month of every lunar year from sunrise to sunset);
Pilgrimage (A pilgrimage to Mecca required once a lifetime);
Jihad (Individual efforts to serve Allah, and a community or nation's warfare against enemies of Islam) 

Sunni Muslims consider themselves the true believers in orthodoxy. 

Shiite Muslims have differences with orthodoxy especially in the teachings of the Imamate. 

Sufi Muslims have brotherhoods, which emphasizes more matters of the emotions and the heart. 

The Nation of Islam is a syncretistic expression mixing Islam with Judaic/Christian views as well as the occult and racial teachings. 

The clash of two giants Christianity and Islam, both highly missionary and mobile religions, have faced each other for 1,400 years. There are some two billion Christians and over one billion Muslims. They send their missionaries across the world to seek conversions and to extend influence.
Sometimes they have had open hostilities and fought each other. 

(examples include the Crusades, Lebanon, Sudan, Indonesia, and Philippines)

Occasionally they have promoted understanding between themselves

Seldom they have been interested enough in each other to send missionaries to each other. Only in the latter half of the twentieth century have there been great intentional and strategical efforts of Christian missions to Muslims. The last twenty-five years have seen great advances of Islam into Western Europe and the United States.

 Islam affirms some teachings of Christianity, and yet it denies the basic beliefs of Christians. The Quran states that Jesus was a good prophet, was born of Virgin Mary, and was taken to heaven. It speaks of Jesus as the Messiah, the Word of Allah, and the Spirit of Allah. However, Muslims believe that Muhammad is the final prophet of Allah. 

The Quran denies that Jesus was the Son of God, that he died on the Cross, and that he was resurrected from the tomb. Muslims believe that the Bible has been corrupted since the Gospel was given to Jesus and that only the Quran has the correct and final revelation of Allah. 

Thus, orthodox and Quranic Islam sees no need for a savior, no atonement for sins by the Son of God, no crucifixion of Jesus for the sins of the world, and no victory of the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ from the tomb. 

Islamic Fundamentalism(which does condone and sponsor terrorism) has, in recent years, swept across many of the Arab nations such that “reform” movements are deeply entrenched in some nations, problematic in others, and completely in control of still others (e.g. Afghanistan)

http://www.answering-islam.org
http://www.christiananswers.net/home.html
http://www.equip.org/
http://www.gospelcom.net/
