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Over two decades ago when I was in a public speaking class in college, the professor shared a 3-step public speaking formula:

Tell them what you are going to tell them

Tell them

Tell them what you told them


While he wasn’t describing a typical sermon, I’d like to borrow that formula for our teaching time today.  Here are the four major truths I want us to tuck into our hearts today:

1)We have received a tremendous heritage of faith in the founding of our country.  

2)We need to honor our heritage in order to insure its continuance

3) If we despise our roots, we will secure our own demise

4) Our hope is secure in Christ alone

1)  We Have Received a Tremendous Heritage

“We have no government armed in power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion.... Our constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate for the government of any other.” 

President John Adams (1735-1826) 

In 1782 the Congress of the United States approved and recommended to the people the Holy Bible for use in schools. When that was challenged the Supreme Court ruled that the Bible, and especially the New Testament were where the purest principles of morality could be most clearly learned.

The Supreme Court of Maryland in 1796, twenty years after Declaration of Independence and 9 years after the Constitution in the case of Runkel vs. Winemiller declared,  “By our form of government, the Christian religion is the established religion and all sects and denominations of Christians are placed upon the same equal footing and are equally entitled to protection in their liberty”

In 1892, U.S. Supreme Court in the case Holy Trinity vs. United States gave a unanimous decision as follows, 

“Our laws and our institutions must necessarily be based upon and embody the teaching of the Redeemer of mankind.  It is impossible that it should be otherwise; and in this sense and to this extent our civilization and our institututions are emphatically Christian...This is a religious people.  This is historically true.  From the discovery of this covenant to the present hour, there is a single voice making this affirmation...we find everywhere a clear recognition of the same truth.  ...These, and many other matters which might be noticed, add a volume of unofficial declarations to the mass of organic utterances that this is a Christian nation” Following that citation above, 3 pages were devoted to 87 authoritative citations beginning with the commission of Christopher Columbus.

2) We Need to Honor Our Heritage

Have you ever wondered what happened to those fifty-six men who signed the Declaration of Independence?  

   Five signers were captured by the British as traitors and tortured before they died. Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned. Two lost their sons in the Revolutionary Army, another had two sons captured. Nine fought and died from wounds or the hardships of the Revolutionary War. 

   What kind of men were they? Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven were merchants, nine were farmers and large plantation owners, men of means, well educated. But they signed the Declaration of Independence knowing full well that the penalty would be death if they were captured. 

   They signed and they pledged their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor. 

   Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by the British navy. He sold his home and properties to pay his debts and died in rags. 

   Thomas McKeam was so hounded by the British that he was forced to move his family almost constantly. He served in the Congress without pay, and his family was kept in hiding. His possessions were taken from him, and poverty was his reward. 

   Vandals or soldiers or both looted the properties of Ellery, Clymer, Hall, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward, Ruttledge, and Middleton. 

   At the Battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson, Jr., noted that the British General Cornwallis, had taken over the Nelson home for his headquarters. The owner quietly urged General George Washington to open fire, which was done. The home was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt. 

   Francis Lewis had his home and properties destroyed. The enemy jailed his wife and she died within a few months. 

   John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was dying. Their thirteen children fled for their lives. His fields and gristmill were laid waste. For more than a year he lived in forests and caves, returning home after the war to find his wife dead, his children vanished. A few weeks later he died from exhaustion and a broken heart. 

   Norris and Livingston suffered similar fates. 

   
Such were the stories and sacrifices of the American Revolution. These were not wild-eyed, rabble-rousing ruffians. These were soft-spoken men of means and education. They had security, but they valued liberty more. Standing tall, straight and unwavering, they pledged: "For the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of the Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor." 


We need to pay tribute to the sacrifices made then, and since, by thousands of men and women, many who have paid the ultimate price to secure the freedom and liberty which we now enjoy.  

3) Despising Our Roots will Lead to Our Demise


It is a clear and consistent teaching of the Bible that we should honor those whom God has placed in leadership.  Our heritage and roots are given to us as a gift; despising them brings us to the place where we risk our own destruction.  Let me share these 3 specific instances of that teaching:

“I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” (I Timothy 2:1-2)

“Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.” (Romans 13:1)

“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.” (Proverbs 14:34)


It should be obvious from these passages that God’s Word teaches us to pray for those in leadership, and that if we do not, we will find ourselves under discipline by God.  Tragically, many in our nation now despise rather than honor the heritage that we have received.  It is true that there is much in our history that is to our discredit.  Slavery, many aspects of our treatment of the Native Indians, prejudice and discrimination have been a shameful part of our history and for that we must repent and submit ourselves to God’s mercy.  However, even with all the injustices, America was founded with a Godly heritage and a God honoring hope of being a people who would build a nation on a foundation of righteousness.

The U.S. Supreme Court in 1947 ignored 175 years of consistent rulings and said “the wall of separation between church and state must be kept high and impregnable”(Everson vs. Board of Education).  Until 1967 the phrase “separation of church and state” did not appear in the World Book Encyclopedia.  The phrase is nowhere in the founding documents.  Instead, it is in a letter from Thomas Jefferson to a group of Baptists in Connecticut where he was advocating against the government interfering in the matters of denominations.  The phrase was utilized to protect the church from the state, not the state from the church.  So is our hope in the state protecting us and securing our future?  I think not.  

“A government big enough to give you everything you want is a government big enough to take from you everything you have.” (President Gerald R. Ford ) 

4) Our Hope is secure in Christ alone


For this closing section of our teaching time today, I want us to look at a single passage, from a letter that Peter wrote to Christians who were scattered throughout the Roman empire.  Clearly, they felt as aliens in the midst of a pagan world; a world where Christianity was violently persecuted and where believers in Christ felt little hope in this life.

“Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.” (I Peter 2:11-17)


I believe that resident within this text are some central affirmations that should be ours as we depend upon God:

6 Ideas for Independence Day 2000

1) Live your life as a light in the darkness:  You may be the only hope of a lost soul
2) Submit to civil government as a witness for Christ:  Citizenship is consistent with Christianity

3) Show respect to everyone:  How you behave towards others may affect how they respond to Christ

4) Love followers of Christ:  Loving fellow travelers makes the family of God inviting to those outside and hope-filled to those on the inside

5) Worship God:  Submit to His hand and direction each day.  Know Him, Love Him, Follow Him.

6) Honor your Heritage:  Each one of us today stands on the shoulders of those who have gone before.  Give thanks for the sacrifices of the previous generation.  I would like this morning to pay special tribute to all of those here in this room who were alive at the time of WWII.

In closing, let me tell you what I told you today:

1)We have received a tremendous heritage of faith in the founding of our country.  

2)We need to honor our heritage in order to insure its continuance

3) If we despise our roots, we will secure our own demise

4) Our hope is secure in Christ alone 

“If my people who are called by my name, will humbles themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land”(II  Chronicles 7:14)

