“Defy Gravity: Red Letter Living:  Dreaming”
February 18-19, 2006
Take out your RED LETTER pen!

VIDEO STORY

What an Amazing Journey that CVC Has Experienced these Past 8 years….
DONUTS…how many calories…..1 buttermilk glazed donut about 45 weeks a year x 300 calories x 8 years = 405,000!!
Here’s my pick for the 8 Most Significant Events in our life together…

8) 3 Preview Services in 1997 Pre-LAUNCH at CVI  (145-12 decision for Christ), Ormsby House-180, 205
7) Launch Sunday, February 1998…424 people present, 12 decisions for Christ

6) Grand Opening of CVC Facility in October, 1999
5) Development & Launching of STEP ministry in 2001
4) Building the Best Staff Leadership Team I’ve Ever Served With

3) Easter 2005 with over 200 decisions

2) 8 years of CHANGED LIVES…CHANGING LIVES…1362 Decisions!

1) Today….Because it is the start of DEFYING GRAVITY!

God has worked at CVC for 8 years....and you are a link in the chain that connects the past to the future.  We have always believed that we could dream God-sized dreams!  You are what you dream!  
Today, we want to make sure you are connected to the dream of what God has been doing.  The ushers will give you a carabiner….YOU are part of the story of Changed Lives here at CVC…because changed lives have been happening here!  Right there where you are seated, go ahead and chain up with someone next to you…DO NOT chain up across the aisles
Over 8 years, we have had 1, 362 recorded decisions where people either committed their life to Christ, rededicated their life to Christ, or were baptized….Changed Lives happen ONE LIFE AT A TIME…YEA GOD!!!

How many are still missing?  You have friends who are not here, you have family members who are not here….WE WANT THE MISSING LINK HERE AT CVC!  OK…TIME TO UNLINK!
DEFY GRAVITY:  RED LETTER LIVING

Gravity is the force that keeps you down here on earth.  We want to invite you to the next phase of LIFE TOGETHER…let’s DEFY GRAVITY..how?  With what I call Red Letter Living.  In many Bibles, the words of Jesus are in red letters.  We want to discover how to live life through those “red letters” of Jesus.  Over 6 weeks, we’ll explore what Jesus said and what he meant by dreaming, believing, thirsting, giving, forgiving, and serving.  Join us and develop a red letter life with a Jesus-centered faith!

Today, I want to share 3 red-letter words that Jesus spoke…they give shape to our dreams and inflame our hearts….

SEEK:  "But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well." (Luke 12:31 NIV) 

Our dreams define what we pursue….

Bob Dylan said years ago that you have to serve somebody….I’d suggest that you have to seek something.  What are you seeking?  How is gravity keeping you down??
ASK “Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” (John 16:24)
Our dreams determine our longings
What is it that you are asking for?  Have you determined what your heart reall longs for?  Jesus said where our treasure is, there our hearts would be also…where is your treasure?

GO:  Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. £ HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/19" 
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19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
Our dreams determine our passions….

What is the passion of your life?  What makes you dance, what makes you launch, what makes you cry?  Watching Jennifer….WEIRD play…then at the end, showed the power of God to redeem….I cried! (yes partly because of Jennifer being on the East Coast, but also because of the passion for God’s ability to change a human life)

CVC is passionate about INVITING….The church is in the invitation business. In fact, one pastor says, “Don’t complain about the church” unless you are inviting friends!  Easy for church to be self-centered…”FEED ME” syndrome….inviting keeps it from being all about ME!
I dream of a church where everyone is in invitation mode! 


8 Gifts I’d like to Open for CVC:

1)  We expect and experience Changed Lives 

2)  We live out Friends Helping Friends Follow Christ

3)  We fall more deeply in love with God every day

4)  We invite others to new life in Christ

5)  We connect to others in authentic relationships

6)  We think and behave Biblically

7)  We discover and use their SHAPE for ministry

8)  We see the Spiritual Transformation of Northern Nevada & the Mountain West

CVC sees the divorce rate, teenage pregnancy/alcoholism/suicide rates drop, we see 1,000 people give 5 hours per month serving others in our local community OUTSIDE the local church.  In the power of Jesus Christ, CVC confronts the 5 most pressing evils of our day locally and globally.
DEFY GRAVITY…..Join me in RED LETTER LIVING and let’s change the world together!

Fellowship of the Unashamed by Dr. Bob Moorehead

I am part of the "Fellowship of the Unashamed." 

I have Holy Spirit power. The die has been cast. I've stepped over the line. The decision has been made. I am a disciple of His. I won't look back, let up, slow down, back away, or be still. 

My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, and my future is secure. 

I am finished and done with low living, sight walking, small planning, smooth knees,colorless dreams, tame visions, mundane talking , chintzy giving, and dwarfed goals! I no longer need preeminence, prosperity, position, promotions, plaudits, or popularity. 

I don't have to be right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded, or rewarded. I now live by presence, learn by faith, love by patience, live by prayer, and labor by power. 

My face is set, my gait is fast, my goal is heaven, my road is narrow, my way is rough, my companions few, my guide reliable, my mission clear. I cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned back, diluted, or delayed. 

I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of adversity, negotiate at the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity. 

I am a disciple of Jesus. 

I Won't give up, Shut up, Let go, Slow up until I've preached up, Prayed up, Paid up, Stored up, and Stayed up for the cause of Christ. 

I must go till He comes, give till I drop, preach till all know, and work till He stops. And when He comes to get His own, He'll have no problems recognizing me...my colors will be clear.
Red Letter Living:  Believing:  You are what you believe
February 25-26, 2006

Gravity is the force that keeps you down here on earth.  We want to invite you to the next phase of LIFE TOGETHER…let’s DEFY GRAVITY..how?  With what I call Red Letter Living.  In many Bibles, the words of Jesus are in red letters.  We want to discover how to live life through those “red letters” of Jesus.  Over 6 weeks, we’ll explore what Jesus said and what he meant by dreaming, believing, thirsting, giving, forgiving, and serving.  Join us and develop a red letter life with a Jesus-centered faith!

Jesus invites us to a relationship with Him that will transform the world we live in…in fact, even to defy gravity….

"I assure you, anyone who believes in me already has eternal life." (John 6:47 NLT)
What you believe defines and refines you

Over time, it is impossible to act in a way inconsistent with your REAL beliefs….

Since Jesus is concerned that we break out of the everyday experience of life, He introduces two concepts in this verse:  believing and eternal life.  Let’s look first at what eternal life is all about….singing in the puffy clouds with angels wings, right??  Or, maybe for those of you with a church background, it is walking in a place in heaven where the clouds lead to a city paved with gold and having conversation with people dressed in white robes like we image 1st century Rome to be like?
In John 17:3, Jesus said eternal life is all about right relationship with God…and it starts now!
“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3)
God invites us to defy gravity by being in relationship with Him!

Right relationship with God, with ourselves, and with others is what spiritual health is all about.

Eternal life is about being in right relationship with the Father and the Son.  When you are in right relationship with the Father and the Son, you have an entirely different worldview AND you have a different power source….OASIS THIS WEEK WILL ADDRESS THAT TOPIC…LIVING IN THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT.
YOU ARE WHAT YOU BELIEVE…

Believing in Jesus is an active word!  It involves more than simple mental assent…

It means to ….
1) Turn -- "Turn from your sins and turn to God, because the Kingdom of Heaven is near." (Matthew 4:17 NLT) 

Live with a different value system because the presence of God is in this place and in your space!

Turn from what destroys the life of God in you and turn to God to have Him build His life within you

Life live inside out rather than outside in.  The gravity forces of life pull us towards living outside in…the way we look, size of our bank account, friends we have, etc.  When we think about changing our lives, we think inside out.  DEFYING GRAVITY helps us to think properly…real and lasting life change only happens from the INSIDE OUT.  Only when we TURN from the course of self destruction and surrender/yield our lives to God’s hands, we will experience a little bit of heaven right now…do you remember the Lord’s prayer….”thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”….In order to get to ALIGNMENT in your life, you have to TURN and then choose to follow…and that’s our next word…

2) Follow -- "If any of you wants to be my follower, you must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross daily, and follow me." (Luke 9:23 NLT) 

Following gravity is PASSIVE; Defying gravity is ACTIVE
Who are you following?  Jesus says that defying gravity is about FOLLOWING rather than FALLING.  You have to put aside your self-centered life and life a Jesus-centered life if you want to break the hold of gravity on your heart and mind.

“What God chooses, He cleanses. What God cleanses, He molds. What God molds, He fills.  What God fills, He uses.” (J. Sidlow Baxter)

“Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.” (I John 2:6)

YOU ARE WHAT YOU BELIEVE…..
Red Letter Living:  Thirsting
March 4-5, 2006


Several years ago, I was beginning a new job with a mission organization in crisis.  What I knew about was the financial crisis (they’d lost $2.5 million in 3 preceding years without ever having an audit, and were on track to lose another $500k even with extreme cost cutting measures in place).  I knew about the crisis in confidence   ….churches around the Region lacked confidence in the ability of the organization to fulfill its mission and baptisms in those churches were declining.  I knew about the crisis in the minds and hearts of the professionals who represented the organization throughout its territory.  What I did not know about, or fully appreciate, was the crisis in the people that worked in the support roles in the organization.


Here is how I learned about that…for the first 10 days, I didn’t meet with the professionals.  First of all, I knew that I didn’t know enough to cast an effective vision for them.  But, secondly, I wanted to understand the environment in the office where all the daily grind of business took place.  Here is what I heard…in conversation after conversation I heard people pleading, begging, cajoling others to take part in events and participate in places where we were doing our mission….I finally had it…so I had the word OUGHT written in really large words and then a line drawn through it.  I had a meeting in which I called all the admin and accounting staff together and told them we would banish that word from our vocabulary….that the only reason people should come to our events, visit our places, and partner with us in mission is if we BROUGHT VALUE to them.  Otherwise, we deserved to die and go out of business.


Now let’s deal with us personally in the here and now.  Why should you care about spiritual life?  Why should you pursue relationship with God, and why should you go to church?  Well, you just OUGHT TO!
“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world.” (I John 2:15-16)

Everything in this world has been tainted by SIN…in fact the words used here relate to not just the planetary sphere, but the whole world “system”….it’s all messed up.  So…you just OUGHT TO  want to go to church, right?
DRAMA “Reason Enough”
It is easy to be deceived in this life

-Jeremiah 17:9…heart is deceitfully wicked….what is all wrong sometimes seems all right

-Proverbs 16:6…way that seems right

Jesus healed, impacted, changed, and affected people’s lives…and they wanted to be near Him!  The problem was…many only wanted what He could do on the outside….

“Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.” (Matthew 4:23-25)

So…He calls His disciples a little further up the mountain and has a chat with them…..

“Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying:    “Blessed are the poor in spirit,for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.    Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.    Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” (Matthew 5:1-6)
I want to camp on verse 6 today…”Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled”……but just a few verses later, Jesus expounds a little more on that whole theme…
“For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:10)

Righteousness is a HUGE topic on both the OT and the NT….

“But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” (Romans 3:21-22)
“Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness” (Romans 6:13)
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (II Corinthians 5:21)
Our hearts are empty without God
“Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”
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God dealt with our emptiness of heart by giving His own Son and dealing with the death sentence we deserve.   He invites us to a life with reverent fear and awe in right relationship with Him…that is HIS righteousness
We can train our hunger and thirst

Laura Cotter has not had a soda for 4 weeks by this time! You can train your throat!
“Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.” (I Timothy 4:7-8)
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Defying Gravity means to cultivate a thirst for God’s rightness
Righteousness/Justification…conformity to the legal code of requirements
A FORENSIC TERM, OPPOSED TO CONDEMNATION.

As regards its nature, it is the judicial act of God, by which he pardons all the sins of those who believe in Christ, and accounts, accepts, and treats them as righteous in the eye of the law, i.e., as conformed to all its demands. In addition to the pardon (q.v.) of sin, justification declares that all the claims of the law are satisfied in respect of the justified. It is the act of a judge and not of a sovereign. The law is not relaxed or set aside, but is declared to be fulfilled in the strictest sense; and so the person justified is declared to be entitled to all the advantages and rewards arising from perfect obedience to the law (Rom. 5:1-10).

It proceeds on the imputing or crediting to the believer by God himself of the perfect righteousness, active and passive, of his Representative and Surety, Jesus Christ (Rom. 10:3-9). Justification is not the forgiveness of a man without righteousness, but a declaration that he possesses a righteousness which perfectly and for ever satisfies the law, namely, Christ’s righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:6-8).

The sole condition on which this righteousness is imputed or credited to the believer is faith in or on the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith is called a “condition,” not because it possesses any merit, but only because it is the instrument, the only instrument by which the soul appropriates or apprehends Christ and his righteousness (Rom. 1:17; 3:25, 26; 4:20, 22; Phil. 3:8-11; Gal. 2:16).

RIGHTEOUSNESS The actions and positive results of a sound relationship within a local community or between God and a person or His people. Translators have employed “righteousness” in rendering several biblical words into English: sedaqah, sedeq, in Hebrew; and dikaiosune and euthutes in Greek. “Righteousness” in the original languages denotes far more than in English usage; indeed, biblical righteousness is generally at odds with current English usage. We understand righteousness to mean “uprightness” in the sense of “adherence or conformity to an established norm.” In biblical usage righteousness is rooted in covenants and relationships. For biblical authors, righteousness is the fulfillment of the terms of a covenant between God and humanity or between humans in the full range of human relationships.

“Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; love and faithfulness go before you.15    Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD.16    They rejoice in your name all day long; they exult in your righteousness.17    For you are their glory and strength, and by your favor you exalt our horn.£ (Psalm 89:14-17)
“The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever.” (Isaiah 32:17)

You are what you drink!


If you drink deeply from the well of this world’s priorities, you will never be satisfied with drink while swimming in a sea of alternative currents

If you drink deeply from the well that God offers, you will never exhaust the supply of His grace and gifts


Relationship with God satisfies your soul’s deepest longing and DEFIES THE GRAVITY of this world’s destructive pattern of life….


What are you drinking?  You are what you drink!
We live in an ASAP world….

Ever wonder about the abbreviation A.S.A.P.? Generally we think of it in terms of even more hurry and stress in our lives. Maybe if we think of this abbreviation in a different manner, we will begin to find a new way to deal with those rough days along the way. 

                   ************* 

There's work to do, deadlines to meet; 

          You've got no time to spare, 

         But as you hurry and scurry- 

      ASAP - ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER 

          In the midst of family chaos, 

            "Quality time" is rare. 

      Do your best; let God do the rest- 

      ASAP - ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER. 

          It may seem like your worries 

          Are more than you can bear. 

         Slow down and take a breather- 

       ASAP - ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER 

         God knows how stressful life is; 

          He wants to ease our cares, 

      And He'll respond to all your needs 

   A.S.A.P. - ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER. 

Week Four(March 11-12):  Forgiving (JEFF)
Big Idea:  You are what you marinade in…
forgive -- "If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins." (Matthew 6:14-15 NLT)
FORGIVING
March 11-12, 2006
Jeff Neville

RAISE YOUR HAND IF YOU WOULD AGREE WITH THIS: “PEOPLE ARE WEIRD”

HOW MANY OF YOU THINK THAT WHILE OTHER PEOPLE ARE WEIRD… YOU ARE FAIRLY NORMAL – OF COURSE YOU DO!

I WOULD LIKE TO BEGIN THIS MESSAGE BY GETTING IT OUT IN THE OPEN… EVERYONE ONE OF US IS FLAWED, WEIRD, ODD, STRANGE… SOME OF YOU ARE DOWNRIGHT CREEPY… AND YOU MAY APPEAR NORMAL ON THE OUTSIDE, BUT ON THE INSIDE, EVERYONE HAS THIS INNER WEIRDO

SO, EVERYONE RAISE YOUR RIGHT HAND AND REPEAT AFTER ME… “SOMETIMES, I’M WEIRD.”… AS A MATTER OF FACT, JUST TURN TO THE PERSON NEXT TO YOU AND TELL THEM, “YOU’RE WEIRD”

SOME OF YOU HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR A LONG TIME FOR THE FREEDOM TO SAY THAT TO THE PERSON YOU’RE WITH

YOU MIGHT SAY, “WHAT’S THE POINT OF THIS LITTLE EXERCISE?”

I BELIEVE THAT SINCE WE ARE ALL WHACKED FROM TIME TO TIME, IT AFFECTS OUR ABILITY TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONSHIPS (AND BE RIGHT WITH PEOPLE)

YOU TAKE YOUR OWN GOOFINESS AND ADD THE FACT THAT RELATIONSHIPS ARE HARD AND MESSY… THEN YOU ADD THE FACT THAT THERE ARE 6 ½ BILLION PEOPLE ON THIS PLAYGROUND THAT WE CALL EARTH – RUNNING AROUND WITH THEIR OWN SELFISH AGENDAS, BUMPING INTO EACHOTHER, HAVING FREE WILL… IT’S AMAZING THAT WE HAVEN’T BLOWN OURSELVES UP

FORTUNATELY, GOD UNDERSTANDS THAT WE ARE RELATIONALLY CHALLENGED… I THINK THAT’S ONE OF THE REASONS WHY GOD GAVE US SO MANY EXAMPLES IN THE BIBLE OF PEOPLE WHO WERE WHACKED

FROM THE VERY BEGINNING OF THE BIBLE, YOU WILL READ ABOUT SOME PEOPLE THAT YOU WON’T BELIEVE:

1. CAIN – IS JEALOUS OF HIS BROTHER, SO HE KILLS HIM

2. NOAH (ONE OF THE MOST RIGHTEOUS MEN IN HIS GENERATION) GETS DRUNK AND GETS NAKED IN FRONT OF HIS KIDS… THOSE OF YOU WHO WENT TO SUNDAY SCHOOL – YOU NEVER SAW THAT IN A FLANNEL-GRAPH LESSON DID YOU?

3. LOT – WHO’S GOT SOME FRIENDS OVER AT HIS HOUSE… AND SOME PEOPLE FROM SODOM COME OVER AND THEY WANT TO VIOLATE HIS VISITORS; INSTEAD HE OFFERS THEM HIS DAUGHTERS… THEN LATER, HIS DAUGHTERS GET LOT (THEIR DAD) DRUNK AND HE GETS THEM PREGNANT… WHICH IS WHY ON FATHER’S DAY, YOU NEVER SEE LOT ON ANY FATHER’S DAY CARDS

4. ISAAC – PLAYED FAVORITES BETWEEN HIS SONS JACOB AND ESAU… AND IT RESULTS IN BITTERNESS FOR 20 YEARS… THEN JACOB, WHEN HE HAS KIDS, PLAYS FAVORITES WITH HIS SON JOSEPH TO THE POINT THAT JOSEPH’S BROTHERS PLOT TO MURDER HIM… BUT THEN JUST DECIDE TO SELL HIM INTO SLAVERY!

FOLKS, I’M STILL IN GENESIS… I’M GOING TO STOP BECAUSE IT’S BECOMING LIKE “BRADY BUNCH” MEETS “SEX IN THE CITY”… IT’S LIKE 2 PARTS SUNDAY SCHOOL, 2 PARTS SURVIVOR AND 3 PARTS JERRY SPRINGER

THE BOTTOM LINE IS THIS… RELATIONSHIPS HAVE BEEN MESSED UP FROM DAY ONE… AND GUESS WHAT? – THEY’RE STILL MESSED UP

THE TRUTH IS THIS – NOBODY’S NORMAL, WE’RE ALL A LITTLE WEIRD AT TIMES… AND WE ARE ALL IN NEED OF HELP RELATIONALLY

WE’RE CONTINUING IN THIS SERIES THAT WE’VE CALLED, “DEFY GRAVITY… RED LETTER LIVING.”… WE’RE TAKING SOME RADICAL TEACHINGS OF JESUS CHRIST WHERE HE TOOK WHAT WAS NORMAL – GRAVITY – AND HE TAUGHT PEOPLE HOW THEY COULD DEFY IT… HOW THEY COULD HAVE SOMETHING SO MUCH BIGGER AND BETTER THAN THE NORMAL!

IF YOU LOOK AT YOUR NOTES, I WANT TO START OFF BY TALKING ABOUT A VERY FAMOUS PASSAGE IN THE BIBLE WHERE SOMEONE CAME UP TO JESUS AND ASKED HIM WHAT THE MOST IMPORTANT COMMANDMENT IN THE LAW OF MOSES IS… JESUS, GIVE ME THE CLIFF-NOTES FOR THE BIBLE… CHECK OUT HIS RESPONSE:

“Jesus replied, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment.  A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”   Matthew 22:36-39
REALLY COOL WHAT JESUS IS SAYING HERE… THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS TO LOVE GOD AND LOVE OTHERS… THAT IS GOD’S DESIGN FOR LIVING LIFE TO IT’S FULLEST

HEAR THIS… LOVING GOD AND LOVING OTHERS ARE NOT INDEPENDENT OF ONE ANOTHER… if you want a great life, both of those have to be clicking… i’ve got to love god and I’ve got to love others

you don’t work on these independently… you don’t come to church and say, “i want to work on my relationship with god.”… but at the same time that you’re “working on your relationship with god” you’re harboring all of this anger and resentment toward people in your life – it doesn’t work like that!

you don’t come to church and sing songs: “i love you lord, but i hate her guts.”

write this down

I defy gravity when I’m right with GOD and OTHERS
here’s the question: how do i become right with god and right with others – hOW does that work?  what’s the secret to that?

i think that the answer to that question is what’s foundational / core to the entire bible:  it’s forgiveness
· I can have a right relationship with God when I ASK FOR FORGIVENESS
that’s what makes me right with god… it’s not how many times i go to church… it’s when i ask him for forgiveness and enter into a relationship with him

· I can have a right relationship with others when I OFFER FORGIVENESS
i want to emphasize the second point here… because most of the damage and heartbreak and stress in life is a result of people

i heard a story this week about a couple who are obviously having problems… the husband is just sitting in his living room reading the paper and his wife comes in and smacks him in the head with a frying pan… the guy’s like, “what was that all about?”… the wife says, “i was doing your laundry and I reached in your pocket and found this slip with a name on there – mary lou”… the guys says, “dear, you’re blowing this way out of proportion… you remember last week i went to the horse track – the horse that i bet on was mary lou”… and of course she felt terrible… “i can’t believe i accused you of that… it’s so aweful, i’m so sorry!”

a few days later, he’s watching t.v… she comes into the room – smacks him in the head with a frying pan… “what was that all about?”… “your horse just called!!!”

now… offering forgiveness when you’ve been damaged is very difficult to do… let’s be honest, asking for forgiveness when you’ve hurt someone – that’s tough to do also, but that’s another message… we’re going to talk about “how do you offer forgiveness when you’ve been harmed?”… and (here’s the tough part) do it soon

not putting it off for another time, but taking care of it right now… you see that’s what jesus talks about – not later, not someday, not when you feel like it… i want you to get to it right now

as a matter of fact, jesus says if there is anything that breaks down community… if there’s anything that underminds love… it must be addressed immediately!... look at the words of jesus

“So if you are standing before the altar in the Temple, offering a sacrifice to God, and you suddenly remember that someone has something against you, leave your sacrifice there beside the altar.  Go and be reconciled to that person.  Then come and offer your sacrifice to God.”  Matthew 5:23-24
jesus is saying, “hey, it’s not just a love god thing… as a matter of fact, if you go to church and you’re their worshiping god and you remember that you’re broken with somebody else – leave… go take care of that first… he’s saying that needs to be your priority

then jesus talks about how often we are to do this…peter, one of jesus’ closest friends came to him and asked…

“‘Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me?  Seven times?’ (jewish culture – 3 times)  ‘No!’  Jesus replied, ‘seventy times seven!’”  Matthew 18:21-22
now, if you’re out there doing quick math – that comes to 490… that’s not was jesus was getting at – he wasn’t saying, “theY’re cut off at 491… 490 – that’s my final answer!”

no, what he’s saying is… there’s no limit to it… and jesus can ask us to forgive like that because that’s how he forgave

ok… are you tracking with me so far?  you have to be right with god and right with other people – it’s not one or the other… god cares so much about you being right with other people that he wants you to take care of it immediately… and he says that there’s no end to it… it’s that important

let’s talk about how you get there… i want to start by looking at…

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN I DON’T FORGIVE

now, here’s the deal… we will have a couple thousand people here this weekend… i’m guessing (based on doing this for a while) that 80% of us in here (when we talk about who do we need to forgive) have a name, a feeling, a group, a family… WHATEVER IT IS

there’s maybe 20% of you – you’re not harboring anything… but i want to encourage you – hang onto your notes you 20%, because it’s coming your way soon!

i also know that there is a small percentage of people who will want to blow this message off and say, “i don’t want to forgive!”… ok… let me explain a couple of things that happen when you and i don’t forgive

· I disobey God’s INSTRUCTIONS (basic)
basically, when i don’t forgive, i disobey god’s instructions

now some of you here are like, “hey, that’s no big deal… what’s new? i disobey god all the time, and i really don’t care all that much… preacher boy!”

ok… i would say thank you for your honesty… i appreciate that… here’s what I want to do… i want to put you on hold for about 30 seconds… i’m thrilled that you’re hear… but let me put you on hold for just a little bit – don’t leave… JUST HANG ON!

the rest of you that care about obeying god… you want to be right with god… let me say this… if you are a follower of Christ – forgiveness is not an option… it’s not a suggestion… it’s a biblical command just like don’t murder, don’t lie and all the others

here’s the deal… just like WITH all of the other commands that god gives us in the bible, we have a choice

forgiveness is a choice of obedience… it’s up to you – you are either obedient or disobedient… there is no fence sitting on this issue

let me help some of you… obeying god is an act of the will… that’s what going god’s way is all about… looking at something that jesus said and choosing to do it – aligning your life that way

obeying god is not based on a feeling (write that down)

to be honest, when someone hurts me… i don’t feel like forgiving them… “but jeff, you’re a pastor!”… i don’t care… when someone hurts me i don’t say, “i forgive you oh blessed one – let’s have some tea”… i don’t do that

i don’t feel like forgiving them… but it’s not about the way that i feel… forgiveness isn’t a feeling… it’s a decision

if you want to be obedient and go god’s way… you have to decide to forgive people

ok… those of you who were on hold for a minute… i want for you to check back in, because whether or not you are interested in obeying god… whether or not you are a christian… there are some consequences in your life when you don’t forgive

· My anger is INTENSIFIED
anger is a big issue for a lot of people… here’s one of the secrets about anger – it’s intensified when you don’t have frogiveness in your life

the word picture that i have in my mind is that when you don’t forgive you become like a human porcupine… you hurt people everywhere you go – you’re a walking mine field

there are a lot of people that i talk to as a pastor – that the lack of forgiveness… you can see it in their life… you can see it in their actions… there’s just something about their life, that it’s easy to tell if they’re harboring resentment

disneyworld trip… [image: image1.jpg]



· I re-live painful EXPERIENCES
raise your hand if you have been hurt by other people… of course – we all have painful experiences

now think of what happens when you don’t forgive… every time that person, that thought, that smell, that look – whatever it is… triggers that experience

here’s a question: when I relive those experiences, who is hurt?  The other person or me?  it’s me… the other person doesn’t know anything about it – they’ve moved on… they are living their life, while i sit at home chained – to my own personal sewer of hatred

where that stentch  because i stay there for so long seeps into my body and makes its way into my viens and circulates into my heart… and i become an ugly, bitter person

that’s what happens… you relive that

for some of you in here… this has gotten to the point where… it would be so hard for you to give that up and forgive that person because it has become your story… it’s become your identity

when you re-tell that story you gain center stage… and you get attention and you get sympathy… for some of you it’s become your franchise – your crutch

can i tell you… that’s so destructive!... you need to get free of that

for those of you in here who have an unforgiving spirit… for god’s sake and for your sake… let it go – if you don’t it will kill you… spiritually, relationally – you will die

you will become chained to your resentment… the joy will be choked out of you… you will slowly loose your ability to trust other people… bitterness will remove any compassion that you might have

and as you nurse it and pet it and live with this little grudge, it will become like this tumor that – although you think that you’re hiding it from other people, you’re not – it’s coming out… and it will destroy you

it will cost you to forgive… but it will cost you so much more to not forgive… relationally and spiritually… did you know that god’s forgiveness of you is tied into your forgiveness of others

“If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you.  But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”  Matthew 6:14-15

ouch… folks it costs a lot to not forgive others… and i know it’s hard, but it’s so important!

{{ “i can’t forgive”… means “i won’t forgive }}

HOW CAN I BEGIN TO FORGIVE

i’m going to get intensely practical here… if you have bought into this idea of forgiveness, here are some ways that you can get started

· Identify the people who have HURT YOU
take an evaluation of every corner of your life… the people who have hurt you… the people that you don’t want to forgive… WRITE their names down

it might be family, it might be a friend… it might be a deceased relative… it might be the clown that scared you at the circus – it doesn’t matter… the person who abused you, the teacher who embarrased you… MAKE A LIST

{{ billy madison clip here }} (1:35)

write it down… because i’ve found that when you write stuff down it kind of sheds light on the denial that many of us live under

i wouldn’t post it… i certainly wouldn’t title it “people to kill”… don’t have t-shirts made with people listed on it – “you’re number 4”… BUT DO WRITE IT DOWN

· Determine what they OWE YOU
this is a little more difficult – it’s a little deeper

imagine if we could arrange a meeting between you and the person that you don’t want to forgive… what is it that you would say to that person… what do they owe you?

write these down as well and be specific…

he owes me an apology… she owes me an explanation… he owes me respect… she owes me a marriage… my dad owes me a childhood – he worked too much, he was never there… whatever it is, write that down… what do they owe you?

my ex-roommate owes me $1,000.00… that jerk owes me a life, because he got drunk and ran a red light and he killed my wife… whatever it is – big to small – write it down

as you write these things down i think that you’ll realize that some of them are really big and others – you’re going to be blown away by how minor they are

take some time with this… get specific and pour out some emotion on this – that’s ok… it’s really important to get to a place of forgiveness

list names… write down what they owe you… you can’t stop there (and these get progressively more difficult)… you have to do #3

· Cancel their DEBT
because they owe you something… and forgiveness releases a legitimate debt

when you do this – it doesn’t settle the question of fairness… when you cancel a debt… you’re saying, “ i let go of my right to get even with you… i let go of wanting to see you hurt – you don’t owe me anymore.”

if you need to, go in the back yard and bury that piece of paper with the names on it… burn it… whatever you have to do… but you need to get to a place where you cancel that debt – it’s the only way to really get to forgiveness

for some of you, i’ve triggered a lot of anger here… “but they owe me… they owe me!!!”… i know that they owe you… i know… but they’re not going to pay you back – they can’t pay you back

your dad can’t return your childhood to you… an apology doesn’t erase the experience… that person can’t return your job or the loss that you’ve experienced… so, why do you keep holding onto it

you have to get to a point where you forgive

“You must make allowance for each other’s faults and forgive the person who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.”  Colossians 3:13
the reason that i had you circle the word “remember”… if you are here today and you’re a christian – the cross is a reminder of these words –   “i forgive you”

that’s what the cross was… when jesus hung on the cross he was saying with his actions, “jeff, if forgive you… and i forgive you and you and you and you and everybody.”

i don’t know about you… but when i have a hard time forgiving other people, it’s because i’ve lost sight of what jesus did on the cross for me… i’ve let myself forget

there’s a popular phrase out there… “forgive and forget”… paul, in this passage, is saying… no, no, no… “forgive and remember”

{{ song & video }} (4:35)

forgive, but don’t forget that you were forgiven… don’t forget how much it cost god to forgive you

what i want you to know today is that you don’t forgive someone because they deserve it – because they don’t… you forgive because jesus forgave you!

prayer

Don’t focus on the one who has hurt you… Rather, focus on the one who paid such a high price to FORGIVE YOU
THANK YOU PRAYERS/KENYA/GOD AT WORK/HEALTH

Defy Gravity/Red Letter Living:  Giving

March 18-19

JEFF SAID  LAST WEEK IN A POWERFUL TEACHING:  LOVING GOD AND LOVING OTHERS ARE NOT INDEPENDENT OF ONE ANOTHER… if you want a great life, both of those have to be clicking… i’ve got to love god and I’ve got to love others

TIME, December 29, 2005…For the year 2005, TIME Magazine named an unlikely duo to be “MAN OF THE YEAR”….Bill & Malinda Gates…software genius turned world health changer and BONO, rock star turned political activist. I’d like to read to from some of that great story….
In 2005, Americans gave more money to tsunami relief, more than $1.6 billion, than to any overseas mission ever before. Katrina & Rita have generated an amazing response, with money and time and water bottles and socks and coats and offers of refuge, some $2.7 billion so far. The public failure of government to manage disaster became the political story of the year. But the private response of individuals, from every last lemonade stand to every mitten drive, is the human story of 2005.

"Katrina created one tragedy and revealed another," Melinda Gates said in a speech after the hurricane. "We have to address the inequities that were not created by the hurricanes but exposed by them. We have to ensure that people have the opportunity to make the most of their lives." That just about captures the larger mission she and her husband have embraced. In the poorest countries, every day is as deadly as a hurricane. Malaria kills two African children a minute, round the clock. In that minute a woman dies from complications during pregnancy, nine people get infected with HIV, three people die of TB. 
This is not about pity. It's more about passion. Pity sees suffering and wants to ease the pain; passion sees injustice and wants to settle the score. Pity implores the powerful to pay attention; passion warns them about what will happen if they don't. The risk of pity is that it kills with kindness; the promise of passion is that it builds on the hope that the poor are fully capable of helping themselves if given the chance. In 2005 the world's poor needed no more condolences; they needed people to get interested, get mad and then get to work.

This week and next, we are going to look at the power of giving to change your life…and the lives of others around you…..now I know what you are thinking…..what I don’t want to hear about is giving away my stuff!  I’ve got good news….God has all the stuff  He needs…and He definitely does not need your stuff! In fact, say this after me, “God does not need my stuff!”  A SCIENTIST FOUND THIS OUT THE OTHER DAY…

SCIENTIST STORY….GET YOUR OWN DIRT! GOD OWNS IT ALL

The best passage in the whole Bible on the subject of our stuff and our priorities is found in Matthew 6…WRITE THIS IN YOUR TEACHING NOTES….
Jesus turns the world right-side up!:  DEFY GRAVITY!

27“But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. 30Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you. (Mt. 6:27-31)
The reality of our world is that Jesus challenges the very heart of the matter…what we perceive to be “right side up” is really “upside down…so Jesus turns the world right-side up…by having us love our enemies, and being a giver…
We live in an interesting village here on this little ball we call earth…..if 100 people lived in our village, and the same ratios apply, what would those look like?  57 Asian, 21 European, 21 from Western Hemisphere, 8 African.  52 Female, 48 Male. 30 White, 70 NonWhite. 6 people would possess 59 percent of the entire worlds wealth, and all 6 would be from the U.S. 80 would live in substandard housing, 70 would be unable to read, 50 would suffer from malnutrition.
So….in a global village like that, why would Jesus put the focus on giving and loving as ways to DEFY GRAVITY?

Giving drives a stake in the heart of a taking world:  DEFY GRAVITY!

32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ love those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ do that. 34And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners’ lend to ‘sinners,’ expecting to be repaid in full. 35But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
When the world says to hate, love the unlovable:  DEFY GRAVITY!

37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
Jesus teaches us, throughout His red letter words, that we are defined NOT by the world around us, but by what comes from WITHIN US….
You are what you give away…..DEFY GRAVITY!

Refuse judgment and receive freedom

Refuse condemnation and receive security

Forgive and receive forgiveness

Give and receive the overflow

“What’s the biggest misconception Christians have about giving?  That when we give money away to a church or ministry, or to help the needy, it’s gone.  We can buy up shares in God’s kingdom.  We can invest in eternity.” (Randy Alcorn, The Law of Rewards)
the delight that comes today in doing what you know God wants, and anticipating hearing him say to you tomorrow, “well done.”

God gives to us so that He can give through us!

“You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.” 18But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.” (Deuteronomy 8:17-18)

Generous giving conforms your heart to the heart of God!
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (II Corinthians 9:6-7)
When you’re on a long airplane flight, you naturally socialize, eat, read, pray, sleep, and maybe talk about where you’re going.  But what would you think if a passenger in the window seat hung curtains over the window, taped photographs to the seat in front of him, painted murals, and put up wall hangings?  You’d think, hey, it’s not that long of a trip.  Once we get to the destination, none of this will matter.

“David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, “Praise be to you, O LORD,God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?” (I Chronicles 29:10-14)
Defy Gravity/Red Letter Living:  Serving

March 25-26, 2006

ANY OF YOU TEACHERS OUT HERE?  WHAT IS THE #1 QUESTION STUDENTS ASK YOU WHEN YOU HAVE THEM TAKE NOTES ON SOMETHING?  WILL THIS BE ON THE TEST?

In Mark 10, Jesus has an intense “popcorn” experience of people interactions….divorce, children, wealth and how impossible it is to enter God’s kingdom without humility…culminates with Jesus telling His disciples that they must leave all to follow Him and that  our reward will be great, and that He will be beaten, flogged, and come into His kingdom.  JESUS IS PUMPING OUT AMAZING LIFE CHANGING, TRANSFORMATION, GRAB YOUR GUT KIND OF STUFF…
THEN…HE GETS ONE OF ‘THOSE QUESTIONS!”…

“Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.” “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. (Mark 10:35-36)

Parents…ever had a child ask you that?  If I ask you a question, will you say yes??

ED YOUNG/FELLOWSHIP CHURCH…The power of a question…the right question to the right person at the right time has the potential to change the world!  POWERFUL MOMENT HERE!
They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.”

“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” “We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.” (Mark 10:37-40)

Be careful what you ask God! What you ask has consequences…

· Cost…do we even understand what we are asking for…
· Authority to grant the request….even Jesus limited Himself!
John Maxwell story of people asking, “I want to be where you are”…”do you want to be where I’ve been?”…you can’t be where I am unless you are willing to be where I’ve been

“When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John.” (Mark 10:41)

What do you think the 10 got mad at?  It was that they didn’t call “Shotgun!” first!

Notice Jesus response!...He knew what was in the hearts of mankind….THIS WAS A TEACHING MOMENT!
“Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:35-45)

WRITE THIS DOWN…

The forces of gravity have us focus on being served

We live in a me first, take care of my needs kind of world…THAT’S GRAVITY
When we serve, we defy gravity!

“You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Galatians 5:13-14)
Great Commandment (Matthew 22…LOVE GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND LOVE OTHERS AS YOUR SELF) and the Great Commission (Matthew 28 GO AND TEACH, BAPTIZING IN THE FATHERS NAME)
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 HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/8" “ Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” (I Peter 4:10-11)

We serve with God’s strength, not our own


It is about Him, not us!  

EVERY SINGLE ONE OF US WHO HAS CONNECTED OUR HEARTS TO GOD HAS A GOD-GIFT TO BE USED TO GLORIFY HIM!
INVITE-CONNECT-SERVE….it is the DNA of CVC and why we must reach the last, the lost, and the least!
Vision….What Now?  God wants us in the game….take out A COMMUNICATION CARD, PIECE OF PAPER, SOMETHING…IMAGINE WHAT GOD CAN DO WITH EACH OF US DEFYING GRAVITY! ….
*  50% of our weekend attenders (adults and students) using their SHAPE for ministry…if you do not know your gift, write GIFT on the card and let us know.  If you know, and are not serving, write SERVE.

*  1,000 people from CVC giving 5 hours per week to serve the Lord OUTSIDE the local church to INFLUENCE our community for Christ (intentional witness)!  If you are currently serving, tell us WHAT you are doing.  If you are not, but are willing, write INFLUENCE….
WHAT NOW….SONG BY HENRY…..

