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Biblical Truth in a Relative World: Divorce CRAIG…

Notes on Mark 10:1-12PRIVATE 

Pharisees questions:  their motivations?

Moses permitted a certificate of divorce(reference?)

Hardness of heart...God made for becoming one flesh...see in this a picture of divine union...commit adultery if you defile(see I Cor 6 & 7).

Matthew passage:  Matt. 19:1-12...is it lawful for any cause at all(the casual attitude)...verse 9 gives exception clause"divorces except for immorality(word?)...and marries another commits another...disciples question...if like this..why marry?...Jesus talks of eunuchs.

II Cor 6..unequally yoked

"Many people who experience divorce while involved in church and religious life are asked to mover their membership and families elsewhere.  Others are removed from future leadership roles in the life of the church and are imprisoned in the pews as a permanent pennance for their misdeeds"(Smoke, "Growing through Divorce")

3 primary types of NT passages:  OT numerous references, NT refers back to Mosaic Law of Deuteronomy 24:1-4(if indecency found in wife).

1) Divorce never a possibility

2) Exception clause(Matt. 5:32, 19:9)..although not grounds for unwillingness to forgive...etc.

3)I Corinthians 7:12-17...unbeliever deserting.


Divorce is sin...God hates divorce...but we must determine how to minister to those who have experienced its pain.  Condemned to 2nd class status? Other is indifference..casual to sin.

"All divorce is failure to meet God's standard, and hence it is sin; all parties alike need God's grace. But to all divorced Christians, guilty as well as innocent, redeeming grace is available.  The sole condition is true penitence, confession and the sincere desire to go on to fulfill God's purpose"(Jerry Cook)

Notes:  Deal with leadership issue.  Also with "well, why not just sin then?"

MacArthur:  God hates divorce(Malachi 2:16).  Divorce is an accomodation to man's sin and therefore not God's plan...designed for innocent party ("dissolution meant that the innocent party no longer had to remain in a hopeless and intolerable situation"...Matt. 5:32, 19:9, I Cor. 7:12-15).  Believers must have the same attitude about divorce that God does!

Only grounds are "fornication" and unbeliever "desertion"/incompatibility.  Bible permits divorce , but never commands it.  

Remarriage...if on biblical grounds...if not, should seek reconcilliation or remain unmarried.  Believers who pursue divorce on unbiblical grounds are subject to church discipline.  Salvation begins a new life.  "it is esepecially important, in cases where there has been a divorce in a persons past, that there be a period of careful observation to see that his present marriage is characterized by pure devotion and sacrificial love"

inductive:  see end of chapter nine...salt and be at peace with one antoer...servants, stumbles

Lange:  dangerous in the territory of Herod Antipas to say anything about divorce(remember J the B).

Bill of divorce required a scribe to construct....meant to limit divorce rather than provide for it...cause to consider

Union a picture of Christ with His church...Ephesiand 5:32

Barclay:  Jewish backgroun of chastity to be the highest of all virtues.  "Every Jew must surrender his life rather than commit idolatry, murder or adultery.

Matter of uncleanness:  Shammai:  Adulter and adultery alone

Hillel:  wide posibiltiy:  spoiled food, talked to strange man, etc.  

Greek:  Divorce = apostasio, adultery= moichatai immorality=porneia

Divorce equals a "standing off from...pulling away from.  "let loose".  to send off, release(aphienai.."let go" or "to leave"... concerns alienation.  

How God Feels About Divorce

    Dave Fredrickson

June 20, 2001

I.
How God Feels About Divorced People

1.
God Loves You, and has a Wonderful Plan for your Life!

“ ...but those who marry will face many troubles in this life...”  1 Corinthians 7:28b

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  Matthew 11:28,29

“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”  Matthew 9:36

2.
God’s Will is, that you Make your Current Marriage the Best Marriage Possible.

“To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife. To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him.”  1 Corinthians 7:10-13

II.
How God Feels About Divorce

A.
The Short Answer:  God Hates Divorce

“Another thing you do: You flood the LORD's altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. You ask, “Why?” It is because the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant...’I hate divorce,’ says the LORD God of Israel.”  Malachi 2:13-14,16

B.
The Longer Answer

1.
Understanding how God Feels about Divorce Starts with Understanding how God Feels about Marriage.

“When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there. Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?’  ‘Haven't you read,’ he replied, ‘that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' {Genesis 1:27} and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united [ qb;D' ]  to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? {Genesis 2:24} So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.’”  Matthew 19:1-6

a.
God Created Marriage as a Unique, Absolutely Permanent “One- flesh” Union.

b.
The Meaning of qb;D': 


“At this they wept again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-by, but Ruth qb;D' [“clung”] to her.”  


Ruth 1:14


“My soul  qb;D' [“clings”] to you; your right hand upholds me.” Psalm 63:8


“The folds of his flesh are qb;D' [“tightly joined”]; they are firm and immovable.”  Job 41:23

2.
God’s not Interested in the Latest, Modern Excuse for Divorce.


"’Why then,’ they asked, ‘did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?’  Jesus replied, ‘Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.’”   Matthew 19:7-8

3.
There is Something that Violates the “One-flesh” Union of Marriage, and it is not Divorce!

“I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for pornei,a [marital unfaithfulness], and marries another woman commits adultery."  Mathew 19:9

a.
What does Divorce Accomplish?



“The Messiest Thing about Divorce is, People Think They Aren’t 



Married Anymore!”

b.  


What is pornei,a, and what does it Accomplish?

c.
God’s Will after pornei,a has been Committed:

4.
Paul on Death and Marriage, and on Desertion by a Pre-Christian Spouse:


“To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife...To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace...”  1 Corinthians 7:10-15

“A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord.”  1 Corinthians 7:39

Death Allows for Remarriage.

In Dave’s Opinion, Desertion Allows for Separation but not for Remarriage 

- the One-flesh Union is not Broken.

III.
How God Feels About Divorced People

1.
God Loves You, and has a Wonderful Plan for your Life!


“ ...but those who marry will face many troubles in this life...”  1 Corinthians 7:28b


“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  Matthew 11:28,29


“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”  Matthew 9:36

2.
God’s Will is, that you Make your Current Marriage the Best Marriage Possible.

“To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife. To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him.”  1 Corinthians 7:10-13
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Biblical Truth in a Relative World: Abortion

Don Nelson is the President of  Nevada LIFE (Life Issues Forum and Education).  He holds a BA from Simpson College in Psychology (1983) and an M.Div. from Fuller Theological Seminary (1988).  For seven years (2000-20007) he was the host of Voice For Life on the Immaculate Heart Radio Network.  He is an ordained American Baptist minister and has served as a pastor, associate pastor and youth minister.   He is involved in state and local pro-life politics.  He says, “I couldn’t think of anything more important than creating a culture of life in Nevada, which is one of the most pro-abortion states in the union.  The bioethical issues confronting our nation cannot be left to another generation.” 


THE BIBLE SPEAKS LOUDLY ABOUT ABORTION!

By Don Nelson, President, Nevada LIFE
 Notes to the reader.

1. No one could get away with a sermon this long!  This comes from an actual sermon I preached to my congregation in the 90’s while still in active church ministry.  Carson Valley Christian Center pastor Dr. John Jackson encouraged me to flesh it out.  I have expanded on my points to make the points more clear.  I’ve added point seven from my pastor, Steve Bond.  
 2. Pastors, let’s put aside any straw men characterizations of what pro-life Christians in your church want you to do.  We don’t want to take over your church.  We don’t want you to preach on it 35 times a year.  But since this is the biggest moral and human rights issue facing our country, we have the right to some biblical teaching on it.  Is it or is it not morally and spiritually permissible for us to have an abortion?  What is abortion in God’s eyes?  Is it or isn’t it something that will affect our relationships with the Lord, our other children, our families and friends?  Is it something that will hurt us in the long run?  What do I do with my pain and feelings from the abortion I had or influenced some one to have?  These are serious problems and I want to suggest that while crisis pregnancy centers are appropriate for abortion decisions making and post abortion trauma, they are no substitute for your authoritative teaching and counseling.  

 3. Preaching on abortion will not wreck your church. The best sermons I’ve heard on abortion are from pastors of large and growing churches.  Some people are sure to be offended, but the positive response and the help men and women receive from them far outweigh those who are turned off. 

 Well, let’s begin… 

Friends, I know many of you have come here today scared because I’m going to be talking about abortion. President Clinton has recently revived a common tactic to disarm pro-life Christians from working to end abortion by saying in so many words, “the Bible does not say abortion is wrong.” 

This interpretive sleight of hand is very effective. An evangelical minister in Reno once told me “there was abortion in Jesus’ day and he said nothing about it. So abortion is not a Christian problem.” End of discussion. 

Step children of this view say that the church now has no prophetic voice (an ethical voice to engage, guide and confront society) and the cultural commission of Genesis 1.28-30, Matthew 5:13-16 has no claim on them. The church’s sole mission is evangelism. People need a good opinion about the church to foster evangelism and church growth. Abortion talk hurts our image. In the words of another evangelical pastor in Reno, “we have no right to beat people over the head until the church gets its own act together.” 

I’m preaching to you today on this subject because I believe it is the biggest moral issue in our nation and world today. I believe that while the word abortion doesn’t appear in the Bible itself, it speaks loudly about it. I want to give you eight biblical principles which show that abortion is contrary to scripture. They suggest that it does matter that we speak up about abortion. They say that we have a Christian duty to both proclaim as loudly as we can that every person conceived has an unalienable dignity and that we Christians must be the first to voice objections to the killing of innocent babies by abortion. 

A. 8 Christian Principles That Abortion Violates 
1. God is God
In 1992, I asked an abortionist when life begins. He answered, “it’s a child when the mother decides it is.” Talk about playing God! I couldn’t help feeling an intense hypocrisy, since abortionists and abortion supporters say that pro-life activists play God. Here’s the principle. The Bible tells us that God, and God alone, is God. He gives life to all (Nehemiah 9.6). Jesus says he is the giver of life. To grant a mother the right to determine humanness and personhood exalts women to deity by granting them the powers of life and death. 

This is dangerous because the first step in discrimination is to play God. You dehumanize those you hate to justify your actions. You choose who is and isn’t worthy of life in your society. Once a person’s humanity is taken away, it makes your oppression more acceptable to your now seared conscience. 

All of this undermines everyone’s rights. You can’t take one person’s natural rights or the right to life without creating the possibility that one day your own may be taken too. It just doesn’t happen right away. 

Were God not to exist, the most heinous crime against humanity would be for anyone to claim the right to determine who has humanity. Since God alone can determine when a life can be justly taken, the woman procuring an abortion, and the abortionist destroying that child, usurp God’s authority. They presume an authority no person dare be allowed to presume. Pro-life Christians are not playing God. They are telling women and abortionists they have no right to play God either. 

2. Humanity Is Given, Not Earned. 
Pastor John Piper, PhD says that the Bible describes the unborn in personal terms-nothing like the impersonal terms of abortion-choice, contents of the uterus, products of conception, a blob of tissue, pregnancy mass and the like. (Renaming, slurring or reclassifying humans precedes oppression and is necessary to quiet our guilt). 

The infancy narratives about the birth of Jesus show that his cousin John the Baptist had a personality in utero. While still a baby in the womb, he leapt for joy. The same New Testament Greek word brephos is used to describe John’s inter-uterine joy (Luke 1.41), the baby Jesus (Luke 2.12, 16) and the children approaching Jesus during his ministry (Luke 18.15). Piper says that Genesis 25.22 uses the ordinary word in Hebrew for children to describe the fraternal skirmish in Rebekah’s womb. 

This tells us that the preborn child is not becoming a human. The child is growing in the humanity he or she already possesses. He or she is not a potential person, but a person with great potential. Psalm 139 says God creates us in the womb. Because God gives humanity, calling a child a choice dehumanizes the humanity God has given. To abort a child destroys the humanity God has given. Humanity and our ultimate human value, are not earned, they are given. Our ultimate human value is inherent.  It is intrinsic and woven into the fabric of our being.  It is ours by the mere fact of our existence as human beings.  To say otherwise is to say that our ultimate value is dependent upon some characteristic or circumstance.   

The legalization of abortion on demand is the first time in American history that we have shrunk the meaning of humanity instead of expanding it. Our biblical doctrine of the dignity of all humankind caused us to, although too slowly, humanize slaves, grant women’s suffrage, rights for minorities, the handicapped and children. This reversal threatens the humanity and protection of all people groups. Will churches stay silent while this happens? 

3. Abortion Violates The Principle Of Personal Responsibility. 
Statistics from abortion providers tell us that almost all abortions are performed to solve a personal problem or personal crisis, not because the unborn threatens the mother’s physical well being.  The Bible teaches that “the soul that sins shall die” for his or her own sin (Jeremiah 31.30, Ezekiel 18.17,19 etc.). “The son shall not die for the sins of his father!” This means no one can justly compel one to suffer or die for the sins of the other, especially without his or her consent. 

Every society and culture looks for some means of atonement to atone for its sins. In our sexually depraved society, abortion, which is the cornerstone of free sex, has become a new sacrament or means of atonement wherein the abortionist sweeps up the consequences of illicit sex. 

Abortion is largely used to cover up the sins of the father and mother. The abortionist functions as the free sex cult’s high priest taking away our sexual sins. Couples present themselves for forgiveness and absolution. “Forgive us abortionist. We have sinned. Please take away our infirmity.” The abortionist proceeds to break the body and shed the blood of the unborn child. “This body has been broken for you. Your sin is covered. No one will ever know. Go in peace.” 

This travesty of justice is an outrage to Christians. The Bible teaches that Christ, and Christ alone, has died for the sins of the parents. Only He can bear the sins of another. It is self evident that it is wrong to force an innocent to take away the embarrassment and hardships of anyone without that one’s consent. 

4. The principle of impartiality. 
“But, can’t we have sanctity of human life for people born, but not for the unborn?” 

We Americans believe that justice and equality are two pillars under girding our society. Abortion violates both justice and equality. That’s why the right to abortion will never be morally accepted. Women exercising the now constitutional right to abortion are choosing this right at the expense of the unborn child’s right to life. 

Some say that a baby’s size or inability to live on “its” own mean the unborn is not a human with rights and therefore can be trampled on. 

This too is partiality. There is no real difference between a baby in the womb and one outside, except size and where he or she lives. Since when are size and location determinative characteristics for being a human? God says “do not show partiality in judging; hear both small and great alike.” (Deuteronomy 1.17 see Lev. 19.15 Psalm 82.2, James 2.1,9, Colossians 3.25, Romans 2.11, Ephesians 6.9, I Timothy 5.21). 

God gives humanity. Ability, dependency, strength and size have nothing to do with making one a human (i.e. “to survive on its own”). To favor a woman in difficulty over the baby is unbiblical because it is partial. The baby deserves the most life saving attention and defense because the child has the worst problem. Her life, not the mother’s is in jeopardy. 

5. Abortion violates the Golden Rule. 
Jesus said, “do unto others as you would have others do unto you. This sums up the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 7.12) The pro-choice ethic is radical utilitarian individualism. Radical utilitarian individualism is concerned about me, myself and I. People, things or events are permissible, tolerable, or even acceptable if and when they suit, please, or benefit me. This is antithetical to “the Golden Rule.” When Jesus says we should do this “in everything” he means that the Golden Rule is what Christian living is all about. That is what the prophets and the law are trying to say. 

In addition to these words, John tells us to provide that which is lacking to others (I John 3.17). The apostle Paul says to treat others and their interests above your own. “Consider others better than yourself (Philippians 2.3-4).” Abortion violates the Golden Rule because it suppresses the rights and interests of others to one’s self. 

6. Abortion violates the command to love by laying down our lives for others. 
I Kings 3.16-27 tells the story of two women who came to King Solomon for justice. Both women had babies. One accidentally killed hers in the night when she laid on her child. She seized the other woman’s child and claimed that the other’s child was hers. When Solomon proposed dividing the baby in two parts, one for each, the true mother could not tolerate it. She loved her child so much that she was willing to give her away so that her child might live. She was willing to forgo the joy of motherhood so her baby could live. 

Her story mocks abortion. Abortion takes the life of another for one’s convenience. Many women will not consider adoption because the idea of their baby living with someone else is too much for them. Christian love gives one’s life for another’s. Jesus said, “you must love one another” (John 13.34). “Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.” (John 15.13-14) The greatest of all the gifts God has given is this kind of love (I Corinthians 13.13). Abortion is intolerable to Jesus because it takes the life of an innocent human. It is especially egregious because it is for personal gain. 

7. Abortion violates the Christian belief that every person has a unique and undeniable dignity regardless of one’s physical or financial situations or prospects. 
Some have tried to appeal to the quality of life ethic in justifying their decision to abort their baby. “We did it out of the love for the child. ‘It’ would not have had a good life.” To say this is love for a child is arrogance. It is playing God. No one can say how one might turn out. No one can take the place of God and say that another’s future is not worth living. 

Pastor Steve Bond, in his sermon, Life is Precious, says this concerning the justification of abortion based upon a baby’s future life probabilities. 

Consider the following. There’s a preacher and wife who are very poor. They already have fourteen children. Now she finds out she’s pregnant with the fifteenth. They’re living in tremendous poverty. Considering the economic implications of another child, would you recommend the woman get an abortion? If you would, you would have killed John Wesley, one of the greatest evangelists in the history of the church. 

Or consider this. The father is sickly, the mother has tuberculosis. They’ve had four children. The first is blind, the second is dead, the third is deaf and the fourth has TB, like his mother. The woman finds out she’s pregnant again. Given the extreme situation, would you consider recommending an abortion? If you would, you would have killed Ludwig von Beethoven, one of the greatest composers of all time. Or consider this. A white man raped a thirteen-year-old black girl and she got pregnant. If you were her parents, would you consider recommending an abortion? If you would, you would have killed Ethel Waters, the black gospel singer who ministered to millions of people around the globe with Billy Graham. 

Further, to say we should abort the child out of love because he’d become handicapped or grow up in poverty, or be abused is blasphemous and a condescending insult to the handicapped, the poor and the abused. This says that the poor, the handicapped, and the violated are so pitiful and lacking in dignity, that we ought to kill anyone who might become like them. 

8. Abortion Violates The Command Thou Shall Not Kill.”

Exodus 20:13 says “You shall not murder.”  This command is a general prohibition against unjust killing of human beings.  There are no qualifications regarding the means of killing-how this killing is performed.  And there are no qualifications to this prohibition of killing innocent human beings in regards to a human’s characteristics, their location or degree of dependency.  Unjust killing (murder) is wrong.  

Since the unborn is a human being and abortion kills an innocent human being, then abortion violates the Biblical command against killing.  The Bible speaks loudly about abortion.

B. Why We Need To Discuss Abortion. 

As I prepared this sermon about abortion a woman asked me, “but pastor, why do we have to talk about this? We’re old people. None of us are going to have an abortion?” Here's why. 

1. People without knowledge have no power. 
Knowledge is power (Hosea 4.6). What you think about the unborn child affects your conception of justice. People without knowledge lack the ability to wage a moral discussion and influence people. Christians must do their part in communicating the sanctity of human life to a new generation of people who have no idea about what is right and wrong. Pastors have the responsibility to give people a worldview by which to live, to make moral judgments by which they can form and hold values. 

Understanding what God says about abortion and the sanctity of life is crucial. Evangelical ministers and parishioners who resist speaking up about the evil of abortion should listen to their own words. We evangelicals have criticized the church for not speaking about the selective killing of Gypsies, Communists, Poles, Jews, the infirm, the retarded, the elderly and others during the Holocaust.  Just like the Pharisees of Jesus’ day we say we would never have killed the prophets or allowed such things to happen. Pastors and parishioners who do not speak up are near to being silent accomplices to abortion. Our silence is a monument being built to the church that was complicity silent only fifty years ago. 

2. You don’t know whose life you may save. 
You do not know what kind of beauty you will keep from being destroyed by being able to talk with people about abortion. Just recently I was consulting with a right to life group about my experiences in Reno. After I was done, a little four year old girl handed me a picture she had drawn during my discourse. At the bottom she wrote an inscription, “Pastor Don. Your friend Alicia.” Fern, a Crisis Pregnancy Center Leader who invited me to speak, leaned over and said to me “her mother was going to abort her. But I went over to her house several times...” At that moment I cringed at the thought that was it not for Fern, I would never have experienced the beauty of little Alicia. Her courage and ability to talk about abortion had helped bring Alicia and all her beauty into the world. Your ability to talk about abortion will save lives and make the world more beautiful indeed. 

3. When we infringe on the sanctity of human life, we erode the authority and principles to fight racism, sexism and other discriminations. 
Dr. Martin Luther King said that justice denied anywhere threatens justice everywhere. So it also is that when humanity is denied anywhere it threatens humanity everywhere. Your unalienable rights to life liberty and the pursuit of happiness depend on the extension to and protection of that right to every living human being. Members of a society cannot think for long that their human rights can be unalienable if that society is willing to trample on the right to exist of anyone, no matter how weak, pitiful and useless that society may make those groups appear. 

Of course, there are some who will say ending oppression is no comparison to eternal life. That’s not what the church is about. Salvation of one’s soul is far greater. It’s better to know Christ and be oppressed than to not know him and be free. But no one will take the messengers of salvation seriously if he or she is not outraged or at least concerned about the evils afflicting the hearer. 

4. Abortion causes secondary pains. 
Many women have no idea what abortion is because no one will tell them. And despite the objections and invective of the abortion lobby, who would stand to lose revenues, we know substantial harm comes to women and many times, families, husbands, boy friends, subsequent children-“who call themselves abortion survivors” and a whole matrix of relationships connected to and surrounding each abortion.  Many of those are long term. When we are silent about abortion we rob young women of information that will spare them life long guilt and other social, relational, spiritual and even physical problems. Churches counsel about the pains of divorce, adultery, fornication, and drug and alcohol abuse. Why not abortion? 

C. Some Common Objections To Involvement On Abortion. 
1. Isn’t this forcing my morality upon others? “Morality is private. Isn’t it wrong for me to try to force my opinions on others?” 
All laws have a moral basis. Name one that doesn’t. What law or regulation is not based on some person’s or group of person’s conception of right and wrong?  Those morals and the laws and regulations they shape will restrain people with the force of the law.  Christians do not lose their right to participate in democracy and advocate for their values when they are baptized.  And pro-life Christians should not be paralyzed by the notion that their values are inferior just because they come from God or their religion.  Values are not “scientific”- objective as opposed to subjective.  It’s not as if they are discovered under a microscope, in a test tube or mathematical equation.  Values are “spiritual” in nature.  Christians have an equal right to advocate their values and have them weighed in the public square.

Since all law is legislated morality, why should abortion be an exception? Are you prepared to say that Wilberforce, Lincoln, Frederick Douglas and the abolitionists had no right to force their opinions about slavery on our republic? Are you prepared to say that Susan B. Anthony and those who fought for women’s suffrage were wrong? Then you should not say fighting for the right for every baby to live and be free of the threat of having his or her life extinguished is wrong. This is a greater fight because the unborn child cannot speak for herself! And since this is a democratic republic, there is no reason for you to keep your opinion on this matter to yourself. 

If you are a Christian, you live for God’s approval, not the approval of humans. Proverbs says “rescue those being led away to death; hold back those staggering toward slaughter. If you say, ‘But we knew nothing about this,’ does not he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who guards your life know it? Will he not repay each person according to what he has done?’” (Proverbs 24.11-12) We have a Christian obligation to defend the rights of the unborn whether or not anyone approves of it. We have a judge to face when we don’t. He will definitely know we did not defend those rights. 

2. The Bible says all government is ordained by God. 
We must obey and stay out of politics. Many Christians wring their hands about causes and are standing on the abortion sidelines with a private morality. Many of them believe Romans 13 says we cannot protest the government because it is ordained and sanctioned by God. 

Here are a few things to consider. Just because a government may be ordained by God, doesn’t mean that everything it does is willed by God or approved of by God. It’s hard to believe that God would ordain things he clearly says are wrong and contrary to his prescription. 

Second, if we take the position that all government decrees are God’s will, then we have a problem. The Supreme Court  made abortion a choice and stripped the unborn child of her rights. It is the same Court that denied Dred Scott his humanity and said that he was another’s personal property. It refused him the right to self-determination. The court also gave us the separate but equal doctrine and the Korematsu decision which interned American Japanese. If Romans 13 means governmental decrees are God’s will, then God is open to the charge of being the creator of unjust governments and being the sanctifier of the horrible injustices that have been committed by our Court and government. 

This really argues scripture against scripture, or at least misses the full teaching of scripture. Romans 13 must be compared with Revelation 13. In this case the apostle John calls the Roman government, which is persecuting the righteous, the beast. The government there is not ordained by God. It is anti-Christ. 

To remove this seeming contradiction in the Bible, we only need to say that only good laws and good governments are ordained by God and bear his stamp of approval. It is no sin to petition a government about heinous, unjust laws. Even if we were to say that evil governments were ordained by God, it is no sin to petition a government about heinous, unjust laws. 

Third, governments and laws are always changing. Don’t discount the truth that God uses Christians to advocate justice to change governments and their laws and policies. The slave trade in the British Empire was not ended by evangelism and the changing of hearts to Christ and the church. It wasn’t as if, one day after successful evangelism, that there was no more need for the slave trade. It came to an end because of persistent advocacy by Christians like Wilberforce at the behest of the great evangelist John Wesley. 

Finally, it is self evident that our society is in a great need of the insights of biblical teaching. 

3. The right to life cause is not worth the effort because right to life people don’t care about children after they are born.
Many dedicated Christian leaders who give their lives for the poor criticize right to life advocates. They think we do nothing for the poor after they are born, or for the poor at all.

This overlooks the thousands of crisis pregnancy centers run mostly by volunteers. Even where this charge might be true, in medical and civil emergencies, treatment and resources are first allocated to those with the greatest needs. The pre-born child in the womb facing abortion has the greatest need. The child faces immediate death. That is why we are moved to put so many of our resources into waging the battle to save their lives. 

This objection is also absurd for another reason. It says that the unwillingness of certain Christians or right to lifers to care for another person gives a mother the right to abort her child!  In other words, “Pro-lifers don’t care, so it’s okay to kill.”  What kind of logic is that?  This too would be a good argument for infanticide and euthanasia.  

Unfortunately, people who say this usually don’t realize that they are saying people who are born are more worthwhile than people pre-born. 

A Biblical Call To Action 
In conclusion, let me say why I think we should make abortion part of our church preaching and teaching programs and routines and public witness. 

In 1996 a fire erupted on the hillside of Reno. Incredibly, it spread to 3000 acres in less than two hours and then to 6000. It shut down Interstate 80 and threatened to come into the city and destroy many homes. Fire fighters from across the western states rushed to the fire lines and stopped it from coming down into the city. 

My friends, America is on fire. The raging fires of abortion threaten our civilization and our civility. If we cannot convince people that killing innocent preborn children is wrong, we will never be able to convince this new generation that has come of age under the quality of life-choice ethic, that any killing is wrong. And having been saddled with an enormous national debt how will they treat you in your old age? 

Unless we defeat abortion rights and its mind set-especially the quality of life and choice ethics, we will never be able to stop infanticide and euthanasia. If a child in the womb can be killed because we think she will not have an acceptable quality of life, then there is nothing to prevent us from killing others that society thinks are burdened with a poor quality of life. If a child in the womb can be killed because he may adversely affect a mother’s emotional, economic and educational development, there is no argument to prevent society from killing those who are too burdensome to society, or whose beliefs are contrary to the perceived well being of society. 

The United States Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals has already granted a surrogate to give consent to assisted suicide to a mentally incompetent person. Assisted suicide has become euthanasia. Oregon has legalized physician assisted suicide. Some societies have treated religious faith as a mental illness. Given our current culture, don’t think it can’t happen here. People propagating these sorts of societies are teaching in our universities. 

Now is the time for you and the church to rush to the fire lines and do something about the fire descending upon our nation. If we don’t, we will be irrelevant on the deepest moral crisis that has ever plagued our nation. How can that kind of faith be taken seriously by anyone? It is imperative that we proclaim the dignity and worth of each human being and proclaim as rationally and as forcefully as we can that every human being who is conceived has a dignity that no one may assault. The future of our nation and the integrity of our faith depend on it. 

The above courtesy of http://www.nevadalife.org 

How God Feels About Abortion

 Clear Thinking for Confused Times


          Mark Godshall

        June 27, 2001

I.
God is a PRO-CHOICE God

A.
Garden of Eden – Tree of LIFE and tree of knowledge of 

GOOD and EVIL.

“And the Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground – trees that were pleasing

to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil.”  “And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You are 

free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge 

of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.’ ” Genesis 2:9, 16-17


Choose LIFE! 

B.
Israelites – MOSES’ pro-choice sermon.

“This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life 

and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.” 

Deuteronomy 30:19


Choose LIFE! 

C.
Every time we choose to be OBEDIENT we choose LIFE, and 

every time we choose to be DISOBEDIENT we choose DEATH.


Choose LIFE! 

II.
God is a PRO-LIFE God

A. Who is the CREATOR of Life?

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  “So God created man in his own 

image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” Genesis 1:1, 27

“For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for 

him.” Colossians 1:16

“This is what the Lord says, your Redeemer, who formed you in the womb: I am the Lord, 

who has made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by 

myself.” Isaiah 44:24

B.
Who is the Creator of the UNBORN?

“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you

because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful I know that full 

well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was 

woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days 

ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”   Psalm 139:13-16

“Mary, you will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.” 

“When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled-

with the Holy Spirit.” Luke 1:31,41a

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed 

you as a prophet to the nations.” Jeremiah 1:5

C.
Who is RESPONSIBLE for life and death?

“In him we live and have our very existence.” Acts 17:28a

“The Lord brings death and makes alive; he bring down to the grave and raises up.” 

1 Samuel 2:6

“You must not murder” Exodus 20:13 (LB)

D.
Are we permitted to take life before BIRTH?

“If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman and she give birth prematurely but there is

no serious injury, the offender must be fined whatever the woman’s husband demands and 

the court allows. But if there is a serious injury, you are to take life for life.” Exodus 21:22-23

“This is what the Lord says:  For three sins of Ammon, even for four, I will not turn back 

my wrath. Because he ripped open the pregnant women of Gilead in order to extend his 

borders.” Amos 1:13

E.
Does a woman have CONTROL over the life in her body? 

“For every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as the son – both alike belong to me. 

The soul who sins is the one who will die.” Ezekiel 18:4

“Haven’t you yet learned that your body is the home of the Holy Spirit God gave you, and 

that he lives within you? Your own body does not belong to you. For God has bought you 

with a great price. So use every part of your body to give glory back to God, because he 

owns it.” 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (LB)

F.
Is abortion the solution to a CRISIS pregnancy?

“There is a way that seems right to a man (or woman), but in the end it leads to death.” 

Proverbs 14:12

“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has 

borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you!” Isaiah 49:15

G.
Should DEFORMED children be aborted?

“The Lord said to him, ‘Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives 

him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the Lord?’ ” Exodus 4:11

“But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? Shall what is formed say to him who 

formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’ ” Romans 9:20

H.
Should a child conceived as a result of RAPE or INCEST be 

aborted?

“Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor children put to death for their fathers;

each is to die for his own sin.” Deuteronomy 24:16

“He knows us far better than we know ourselves, know our pregnant condition, and keeps us 

present before God. That’s why we can be sure that every detail in our lives of love for God

is worked into something good.” Romans 8:27-28 (TM)

I.
What happens to aborted BABIES?

“Can I bring (my child) back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me.” 

II Samuel 12:23b

“From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise.” Psalm 8:2a

J.
What does the Bible say to abortion “DOCTORS”?

“The Lord hates… hands that shed innocent blood.” Proverbs 6:16-17

“He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces 

them finds mercy.” Proverbs 28:13

K.
How do we TREAT those who are not Pro-Life?

“But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you 

may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the 

good, and send rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” Matthew 5:44-45

L.
Can God FORGIVE those who have had an abortion? 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 

with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.”

Ephesians 1:7-8

III.
Bayside’s POLICY Statement Re: Abortion

PRO-LIFE RESOURCES

•
Crisis Pregnancy Center of Sacramento

2628 El Camino Ave. Suite B-1  Sacramento, CA. 95821  

(916) 972-0299  (916) 972-0220 (24 hour hotline)

•
P.A.C.E. Classes – Post Abortion Counseling and Education

•
Volunteer

•
Focus on The Family

Colorado Springs, CO. 80935

1-800-A-FAMILY -  www.family.org/pregnancy/abortion

•
Focus on The Family Magazine - Free

•
Citizen Magazine

•
Life Dynamics Incorporated

Box 2226 Denton, TX. 76202

1-800-401-6494 -  www.ldi.org

•
Ramah International, Inc. (see Jeremiah 31:15)

1776 Hudson St.  Englewood, FL. 34223

941-473-2188 –  www.ramahinternational.org

•
National Memorial for the Unborn – www.memorial-unborn.org

Beyond Choice: The Abortion Story No One Is Telling, Don Baker, Multnomah Press, 1985

Women Exploited: The Other Victims of Abortion, Paula Ervin, Our Sunday Visitor, Inc. 1985

Aborted Women: Silent No More, David Reardon, Loyola University Press. 1987

Atonement Child (Novel), Francine Rivers, Tydale, 1987

Tilly (Novel), Frank Penetti, Crossway Books, 1988

A Child Is Born, Lennart Nilsson, Dell Publishing Co., 1977

Her Choice To Heal, Sydna A. Masse, Ramah International

I’ll Hold You In Heaven, Jack Hayford, Regal, 1986

Sanctity of Life, Charles R. Swindoll, Word 
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Biblical Truth in a Relative World: Poverty

Rich Christians In An Age Of Hunger

By:  Ronald J. Sider

W Publishing Group

My biblical analysis has also changed at one substantial point.  I have thought a lot about what the Bible has to say concerning equality and equity.  I never thought that biblical revelation demanded absolute equality of income and wealth. But I used to be more concerned that I am today with the proportion of income and wealth that different groups possess.

I feel absolutely confident, however, that the biblical understanding of “economic equality,” or equity, demands at least this: God wants every person and family to have equality of economic opportunity, at least to the point of having access to the resources necessary (land, money, education), so that by working responsibly they can earn a decent living and participate as dignified members of their community.         -  page xiv

Sometimes I think, “If I die, I won’t have to see my children suffering as they are.” Sometimes I even think of killing myself. So often I see them crying, hungry; and there I am, without a cent to buy them some bread. I thin, “My God, I can’t fact it! I’ll end my life. I don’t want to look anymore!”

-
Iracema da Silva

Resident of a slum in Brazil           -  page 1

It is difficult to obtain precise statistics, but the World Bank estimates that 1.2 billion people live in that kind of grinding poverty—trying to survive on one dollar or less a day. In addition to these 1.2 billion who live in almost absolute poverty, another 1.6 billion are very poor, living on two dollars or less a day. That means just a little less than half of the world’s people (2.8 billion) try to survive on two dollars a day or less.  -  page 2

According to the World Bank in 1993, “If death rates in poor countries were reduced to those prevailing in rich countries, 11 million less children would die each year.”  - page 8

A former president of World Vision visited the home of Sebastian and Maria Nascimento, a poor Brazilian couple.  He wrote this heartrending account about his visit:


My emotions could scarcely take in what I saw and heard. The three-year-old

twins, lying naked and unmoving on a small cot, were in the last act of their personal drama. Mercifully, the curtain was coming down on their brief appearance. Malnutrition was the villain. The two-year-old played a silent role, his brain already vegetating from marasmus, a severe form of malnutrition.

The father is without work. Both he and Maria are anguished over their existence, but they are too proud to beg. He tries to shine shoes. Maria cannot talk about their condition. She tries, but the words just will not come. Her mother’s love is deep and tender, and the daily deterioration of her children is more than she can bear. Tears must be the vocabulary of the anguished soul.                         -  page 9

In spite of these improvements, the World Bank reports that 1 billion do not have access to safe water, and 2.5 billion do not have access to improved sanitation. The World Health Organization estimates that each day, 6,000 children in developing countries die because of lack of clean water and sanitation. In houses with clean water and sanitation, children are 60 percent less likely to die than in houses without those services. In addition, 13 million people die each year from infectious and parasitic diseases such as diarrhea, malaria, and tuberculosis.  -  page 11

Every day in Africa, 6,000 people die of AIDS. Seventeen million have already died, leaving families destitute and alone; 12 million African children have lost one or both parents. Unless we do much more, AIDS will produce more than 20 million orphans by 2010. Parents, farmers, teachers, and leaders are gone. Whole communities are devastated.  -  page 13

A U.S. Presidential Commission on World Hunger (composed of Democrats and Republicans, conservatives and liberals) repeated this warning:


The most potentially explosive force in the world today is the frustrated desire of

poor people to attain a decent standard of living… The Commission believes that promoting economic development in general, and overcoming hunger in particular, are tasks far more critical to U.S. national security than most policy makers acknowledge or even believe. Since the advent of nuclear weapons, most Americans have been conditioned to equate national security with the strength of strategic military forces. The Commission considers this prevailing belief to be a simplistic illusion.  -  page 21

We in the U.S. spend more money on advertising than on all our public institutions of higher education. In 1996, we spent $174 billion, and in 2002 that figure soared to $237 billion. In 2000, worldwide expenditures for advertising were $463.9 billion. Tragically, a lot of advertising is used “to convince us that Jesus was wrong about the abundance of possessions.”  -  page 23

John V. Taylor suggested that Christian families ought to adopt the slogan “Who are you kidding?” and shout it in unison every time a commercial appears on the television screen.  -  page 25

Christians, of course, know that affluence does not guarantee love, beauty, acceptance, and joy. Our deepest joy comes from right relationships—with God, neighbor, and the earth. But our inherent bent toward idolatry gives advertisers the power to convince us that more gadgets and bigger bank accounts are an easy way to meet our needs. As a result, people persist in the fruitless effort to quench their thirst for meaning and fulfillment with an ever-rising river of possessions.  -  page 26

And the chasm widens year after year. In 1960, the one-fifth of the world’s people living in the richest nations enjoyed an income 30 times that of the poorest one-fifth. By 1990, the rich were 60 times richer. And by 1997, it was 74 times!  -  page 26

Table 5—Per Capita GNP in 2003 (U.S. Dollars/Atlas Method)

Switzerland









 39,880

United States









 37,610

Japan










 34,510

United Kingdom








 28,350

Mexico









   6,230

Egypt










   1,390

India










      530

Kenya










      390

Bangladesh









      400

Ethiopia









        90

Source: World Bank, World Development Indicators 2004


                              
                             

                                                                                                                                -  page 27

Table 7—Expenditures for Food (1996)

(as percent of disposable personal income)

United States









 9.73%

Canada








                      11.68 %

Australia








           15.07%

France









           15.34%

United Kingdom







           16.37%

Italy









           16.59%

Thailand








           28.56%

Ecuador








           29.90%

Philippines







                       48.35%

Sri Lanka








           63.55%

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service        



                              
   

                                                                                                                            -  page 30                          

The Scriptures also teach that some folk are poor because they are lazy and slothful (e.g., Prov. 6:6-11; 19:15; 20:13; 21:25; 24:30-34). And, of course, the Bible speaks of voluntary poverty for the sake of the kingdom.  -  page 42

Scripture offers two crucial clues about the nature of economic justice that God demands. First, God wants all people to have the productive resources to be able to earn a decent living and be dignified members of their community. We should work to structure society so that all people who can work have access to the resources to earn a decent living in today’s global economy. Second, God wants the rest of us to provide a generous share of the necessities of life to those who cannot work.  -  page 86

The dollar value of the food North Americans throw in the garbage each year equals about one-fifth of the total annual income of all the Christians in Africa.  -  page 87

It is also important to remember that Jesus lived under an imperialistic Roman dictatorship. He did not have the political opportunities of citizens living in a democracy. Furthermore, as the Jewish Messiah, he was called to live and minister among the Jews of Palestine, not to engage in direct action either to preach the Gospel in Rome or to correct Roman injustice. Since Jesus was sinless, we can assume that he did all God wanted him to do to correct the injustice of his day.  -  page 114

According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 1.3 percent of all landowners in Latin America used to own 71.6 percent of the land. Poor farmers who did not have much land often had to borrow money to purchase seed and fertilizer. Frequently, unscrupulous moneylenders were the only source of credit. But they often charged outrageous interest rates—sometimes even 20 percent per day, according to development specialist Michael Todaro. Frequently, the poor farmer defaulted and lost his land—which was probably the moneylender’s original goal.  -  page 126

How, then, are we a part of unjust structures that contribute to world hunger A discussion of seven issues will reveal our involvement: (1) market economies; (2) international trade; (3) the debt of very poor nations; (4) natural resources and the environment; (5) food imports from poor nations; (6) multi-national corporations in the Third World; and (7) discrimination and war.  -  page 135

Without corrective action, today’s global markets appear to create unjust, dangerous extremes between rich and poor.  -  page 140

This story underscores a widespread pattern. In many African countries the debt crisis has contributed to lowering standards in child education. The countries of Africa spend four times as much money every year on payments on their foreign debt as they spend on health care and education combined. The result is illiteracy, starvation, and death. 

                                                                                                                          – page 148

We need to change at three levels. Appropriate personal lifestyles are crucial to symbolize, validate, and facilitate our concern for the hungry. The church must change so that its common life presents a new model for a divided world. Finally, both here and abroad, we must make the structures of society more fair.  -  page 181

We have become ensnared by unprecedented material luxury. Advertising constantly convinces us that we need one unnecessary luxury after another. Affluence is the god of twenty-first-century North Americans, and the adman is his prophet.  -  page 185

The following are hints, not rules, for living more simply.

1.
Question your own lifestyle, not your neighbor’s.

2.
Reduce your food budget by:

•
Gardening: try hoeing instead of mowing.

•
Substituting vegetable protein for animal protein. Cookbooks like Recipes for a Small Planet and More with Less Cookbook tell how to prepare delicious, meatless meals. Our daily requirement of protein costs more than five times as much via veal cutlets as it does via peanut butter.

•
Joining a food co-op (if there’s none in your area, write to The Cooperative League of the U.S.A. for materials on how to start one).

•
Fasting regularly.

•
Opposing (by speech and example) the flagrant misuse of grain for making beer and other alcoholic beverages (the United States annually uses enough grain—5.2 million tons—in the production of alcoholic beverages, enough to feed 26 million people in a country like India).

•
Setting a monthly budget and sticking to it.

3.
Lower energy consumption by:

•
Keeping your thermostat (at the home and office) at 68 degrees F. or lower during winter months.

•
Supporting public transportation with your feet and your vote.

•
Using bicycles, carpools, and, for short trips, your feet.

•
Making dish washing a family time instead of buying a dish washer.

•
Buying a fan instead of an air conditioner.

4.
Resist consumerism by:

•
Laughing regularly at TV commercials.

•
Developing family slogans like: “Who Are You Kidding?” and “You Can’t Take It With You!”

•
Making a list of dishonest ads and boycotting those products.

•
Using the postage-paid envelopes of direct-mail advertisers to object to unscrupulous advertising.

5.
Buy and renovate an old house in the inner city. (Persuade a few friends to do the same so you can enjoy Christian community.)

6.
Reduce your consumption of nonrenewable natural resources by:

•
Resisting obsolescence (buy quality products when you buy).

•
Sharing appliances, tools, lawnmowers, sports equipment, books, even a car (this is easier if you live close to other Christians committed to living more simply.)

•
Organizing a “things closet” in your church for items used only occasionally such as edger, clippers, cots for unexpected guests, lawnmowers, camping equipment, big ladder.

7.
Determine how much of what you spend is for status and eliminate such spending.

8.
Refuse to keep up with clothing fashions. (Very few readers of this book need to buy clothes—except maybe shoes—for two or three years.)

9.
Enjoy what is free.

10.
Live on a welfare budget for a month.

11.
Examine Shopping for a Better World from the Council on Economic Priorities and Alternatives Celebrations Catalog published by Alternatives. It provides exciting, inexpensive, ecologically sound alternative ideas for celebrating Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Thanksgiving, and other holidays.

12.
Give your children more love and time rather than more things.   

                                                                                                              -  pages 193-194

Some of the most important of the “Millennium Development Goals” for our purposes are:

•
Cut in half (between 1990 and 2015) the number of people who live on one dollar a day;

•
Do the same for those who suffer hunger;

•
Ensure by 2015 that all children (girls as well as boys) can complete full primary education;

•
Reduce by two-thirds the under five mortality rate;

•
Reduce by three-quarters the maternal mortality rate;

•
Stop the spread of dread killer diseases like HIV/AIDS, TB, and malaria;

•
Reduce by half the number of people who lack safe drinking water and basic sanitation.

                                                                                                     -  pages 228-229

First, we need to correct problems in market economies. Second, we should make international trade fairer. Third, we must reduce the international debt of the poorest nations. Fourth, we need to care for God’s creation so our grandchildren can enjoy a sustainable environment. And finally, we must be willing to help with economic foreign aid, which will help prevent starvation during emergencies and empower the poor to earn their own way.                     -  page 229
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Biblical Truth in a Relative World: HIV/AIDS
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Biblical Truth in a Relative World: Depression

However, the truth is every journey, every life experience, every adventure of faith has difficulties!

Either you have just got out of trouble, or you’re in it right now, or you’re headed into it. Trouble, difficulties, and roadblocks are a part of life.

Jesus said:

“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”












John 16:33

TURN TO THE PERSON NEXT TO YOU AND SAY…YOU’RE HEADED FOR TROUBLE!

HOW’S THAT FOR AN UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE TOGETHER?

Today we’re going to look at how to deal with adversity and how to deal with anxiety.  In both cases, God wants to use what appears to be insolvable crisis and turn it into tremendous growth opportunity.

In Chinese, the symbol for crisis and opportunity are the same except for one small stroke of the pen.  The same is true spiritually…the difference between a crisis and opportunity is a decision about God in the midst of the crisis.

In Acts 27, there is a story of one of the many roadblocks in Paul’s life. He was being taken as a prisoner on a ship to Rome. He warned the captain that God told him they would get in a bad storm if they left the harbor. The captain would not listen to Paul and headed right into a storm. The storm caused them to shipwreck and that story teaches us three keys to dealing with roadblocks in our lives.

What do you do when your faith is stretched and you face difficulties in life?

DETERMINE THE REASON

ASK:  What caused this?

There are only four different causes for roadblocks in your life.

Yourself - You bring problems on yourself.  You are your biggest problem.

Other people – You give in to others and follow the crowd.

The devil – You are deceived and make bad choices.

God - He allows problems in our lives to get our attention, to mold us.

When they decided to sail the ship into the Mediterranean Sea, they made three common mistakes that got them into trouble. If we are not careful, we will make the same mistakes.

COMMON MISTAKES WE MAKE

We listen to bad advice.

“But the centurion, instead of listening to what Paul said, followed the advice of the pilot and the owner of the ship.”    Vs. 11

God had already said not to do it. Paul had warned them. But the experts on the ship said that it was okay, so they did it.

That’s not so unusual – we do that all the time.

We pray to God for advice, but follow the advice of others, even non-believers.

There are a lot of experts in the world. They are on every talk show and call in program.

If God tells you to do something, you don’t have to ask others for advice, just do what he says. 

Disciples on the Sea of Galilee – fished all night and caught nothing

Jesus (a carpenter) shows up and tells them to put their nets on the other side of the boat.  BECAUSE YOU SAY SO – the result was overwhelming success.

We follow the crowd.

“The majority decided that we should sail on, hoping to reach Phoenix and winter there.” 

Vs. 12

There were 276 on the boat. Only Paul thought they should not sail.

The majority is often wrong. But everybody’s doing it. So what!

One person plus God equals a majority.

Don’t base your lifestyle and worldviews on some popular opinion poll.

Peer pressure keeps a lot of people from doing what God wants them to do.


Sacrifice to give 20 million dollars over two years for youth/children’s facilities.



(Be careful who you talk too!)


The majority, even some of your Christian friends may tell you your crazy.

We rely on circumstances.

“When a gentle south wind began to blow, they thought they had obtained what they wanted.”   Vs. 13

They thought it was a nice day for sailing. But they were wrong. 

The wind changed and they were shipwrecked. Satan can arrange circumstances!

You should not go through every open door you see.

You should not take advantage of every opportunity you have.

You should not accept every job offer given to you.

You should not date everybody that asks you out on a date.


You need to ask if this is what God wants.

If you put yourself in a bad situation, you are often unable to hear God.

DETERMINE THE RESULT

ASK:  What does God want to teach me?

The important thing to remember is that God can use any struggle in your life to accomplish His purpose. His purpose is greater than your problem and your pain.


God can bring good out of any situation you face.

“We can rejoice when we run into problems and trials for we know…they help us learn to be patient. And patience develops strength of character in us and helps us trust God more each time.”






Romans 5:3-4 (LB)

Every storm is a school. 



Every trial is a teacher. 

Every experience is an education. 

Every difficulty is for your development.

God says, I want you to learn something from this roadblock you are facing.


But most of us are slow learners. 

That’s why God has to allow us to face many of the same struggles over and over because we did not learn the first time.

God is more interested in your character than you your comfort.

God wants you to mature and become more like Him. 

God wants to stretch your faith so you will learn to trust Him.

Sacrifice builds character:  Giving up something I love for something I love more.

DETERMINE YOUR RESPONSE

ASK:  How does God want me to act?

How should I respond when life is unfair?


You will either get bitter or better. You will either grow up or give up.

It’s your choice how you will respond. 

But please remember,


What happens to you is not as important as what happens in you.

How should we respond to difficult situations that stretch our faith?

In Acts 27 there are three things you should not do. 

THE WRONG RESPONSE

Don’t drift

“The ship was caught by the storm and could not head into the wind; so we gave way to it and were driven along. “   Vs. 15

The people on the ship hadn’t seen the sun for 14 days. They were in total darkness. They couldn’t get their bearings and had no idea where they were. They gave up going for a destination and simply began to drift.

That’s what problems will do in your life if you’re not careful.

They cause you to lose your goals, your dreams, and your purpose in life.

You begin to drift.  You begin to coast. 

The problem with coasting is that you never coast uphill.

Life is tough. Don’t lose your dream and get off target just because life gets hard.

Don’t discard

“We took such a violent battering from the storm that the next day they began to throw the cargo overboard.”  Vs. 18

After 14 days of being battered by the waves, they begin to throw things overboard in order to lighten the ship.

(cargo, tackle, food, ready to throw over the prisoners)

This is a common reaction when things get tough in life. 

When the heat is on and the pressure gets unbearable, you tend to start abandoning your values and relationships.


I’m throwing in the towel.

I’m quitting school.


I’m giving up on my marriage.
I’m not going to pursue my dreams.

Don’t despair

“When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of being saved.”  Vs. 20

After 14 days they were beat up and tossed back and forth. They had given up their cargo, tackle, and their food. Finally they give up hope! That’s the last thing to go. 

But remember; God hasn’t left you. He has not moved. He will help you through any storm or roadblock that you face in your life.  Don’t lose your hope.

If that’s the wrong way to respond to roadblocks and difficulties in my life, what is the right way to respond?

THE RIGHT RESPONSE

Confess your part

If you brought the problem on yourself, admit it.

Stop blaming other people.  Stop making excuses.  Face the problem.

You have an anger problem.

Your weight is out of control.

You’re addicted to prescription drugs.

You have financial problems because you have never trusted God with the firstfruits.

“A man who refuses to admit his mistakes can never be successful. But if he confesses and forsakes them, he gets another chance.”


Proverbs 28:13 (LB)

A country preacher was driving to the big city for a meeting.

The state trooper pulled him over for speeding.

The trooper smelled alcohol on his breath.

Then he looked in the car and saw an empty wine bottle.

He asked the preacher, “Sir, have you been drinking?”

“Only water,” said the preacher.

The trooper said, “Then why do I smell wine?”

The old preacher looked down at the bottle and said, “Good Lord, he’s done it again.”

Accept responsibility for your problem.

Confront it head on 

Vs. 33-40

Do what you can. That is what Paul did. 

We know we are going to have a wreck so let’s eat some food and get ourselves ready.

They had been in a storm for 14 days and had been so consumed with the storm that they did not eat.

When you are under a lot of stress, you tend to stop taking care of yourself.

You don’t eat right.

You don’t get enough sleep.

You don’t exercise enough.

You quit reading your Bible.

You pull away from your small group.

They decided to cut loose the anchors and intentionally run the ship into the storm. 

That’s how you get through a storm. 

You don’t run from it. You can’t go under it, over it, or around it. You go right into it.


The only way to face a storm is head on.

You never solve a problem by ignoring it. 

God did not say life would be easy.

God did not say that he would give us more than we could handle.

He did say that He would be with us through any storms we face.

Claim God’s promise
Vs. 21-25

The Bible has over 7,000 promises for you to hang on to when you face roadblocks in your life. God will keep His promises.

God did not say that the ship would survive the storm. 

God said that all the people would survive the storm.  Everyone reached land safely.

God says:  You may be facing some major roadblocks in your life, but you are going to be alright. I am with you all the way.

The interesting thing about this story is that everything was falling apart in this storm except Paul. Why wasn’t Paul falling apart?


Because his confidence was in God, not in the ship.

If you live long enough, you will face storms and roadblocks in your life.

How do you turn your roadblocks into building blocks?

Application:  You must identify the cause of your roadblocks.

Remember: for every cause there is a cure!


If you caused the problem, repent

Ask God to help to help you change. He is able to do more than you can imagine!


If Satan caused the problem, resist.

Pray against him and resist the destruction that he is trying to do you.


Wrong people – wrong places – wrong attitudes – wrong decisions


If God caused the problem, relax.

God is in control.  He is trying to build your character so that you will be more like Jesus.

Why don’t you put your confidence and trust in Jesus andl et Him guide you through the storms and struggles you face.

Remember this truth:  Even in a storm, God is in control.










