“All in Living”

Janaury 7-8, 2006

So….could you say “Give me Jesus??”…and if so, which Jesus would you receive?

"Much of the history of Christianity has been devoted to domesticating Jesus, to reducing that elusive, enigmatic, paradoxical person to dimensions we can comprehend, understand and convert to our own purposes. So far it hasn't worked." (Andrew Greeley, Novelist)
I believe that “You can only experience all that God has for you when you are all in!. …in this series we are going to explore what a fully committed, fully devoted, fully immersed, fully identified spiritual life looks like in some of the most important dimensions of life…like marriage, parenting, singleness, finances, work.  Spiritual Growth requires an “all-in” commitment.  You don’t grow to spiritual maturity without making every effort, being fully engaged, and all-in!

At the beginning of the year, it is pretty easy to think about “half way”…to be cynical, based on the experience of years past, about the ability to keep and maintain commitments you make.  I say…Go for it!  Even gamblers typically think of having something in reserve….being “prudent”…many of us are trying to have “prudent” faith…enough to get us by but not enough to get us “all in”…a “safe” kind of faith….

GO ALL-IN!

Sometimes we go “half-way” because we are full of either cynicism, fear….some of us have entered into a “pre-nup” agreement with God….you take care of me, meet my needs, and give me the kind of life that I want and deserve…and I’ll acknowledge you as God….here’s the problem….God-Lite really is less filling!

Many times we try to do a make-over on Jesus to make him fit our world….well in the ALL-IN series, we’re going to learn how to live a fully devoted, fully engaged, fully committed life…and go for spiritual strength for all its worth!  I want you to bring your Bibles each week…going to locate primarily in one passage….God’s Word changes lives….this is the year for your life to change!  Think and behave Biblically…

So….to start off this series, I want to introduce you to a big burly fisherman.  He was a friend of Jesus…but had a few screw-ups on the way:

-He was always popping off at the mouth

-He betrayed Jesus

-He was always looking for the pecking order among Jesus’ friends

-He could easily play favorites…and tended to hang around his own race and give preference to them…

“Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.” (II Peter 1:1-2)
Our faith is precious…


Object of faith is key

Wouldn’t you like to have LOTS of grace and peace?

Grace and peace come through the knowledge of God and Jesus Christ

“His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.” (II Peter 1:3-4)
God’s power has given us everything we need for life and godliness
God’s promises help us connect with His nature and character and escape the evil (radioactive decay) corruption in the world….Pacifier scene with sewerage…..
“For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.” (II Peter 1:5-9)

Make every effort to add to your faith!….

Spiritual Growth is a “contact sport”
Faith is precious…but you can’t just stay there…you’ve got to work it….

STEP video…LIFE TEAMS Push

All-In Spiritual Growth Qualities…..

Goodness

Knowledge

Self Control

Perseverance

Godliness

Brotherly Kindness

Love

These Qualities keep us from being ineffective and unproductive

Nearsighted and blind…forgotten…FULL CIRCLE 
REMEMBER THE DUCK

There was a little boy visiting his grandparents on their farm. He was given a slingshot to play with, out in the woods.  He practiced in the woods, but he could never hit the target. Getting a little discouraged, he headed back to dinner.

As he was walking back, he saw Grandma's pet duck.  Just out of impulse, he let fly, hit the duck square in the head, and killed it. He was shocked and grieved.  In a panic, he hid the dead duck in the wood pile, only to see his sister watching. Sally had seen it all, but she said nothing.

After lunch that day grandma said, "Sally, let's wash the dishes."

But Sally said, "Grandma, Johnny told me he wanted to help in the kitchen today, didn't you Johnny?"  And then she whispered to him, "Remember, the duck?"  So Johnny did the dishes.

Later Grandpa asked if the children wanted to go fishing, and Grandma said, "I'm sorry but I need Sally to help make supper."

But Sally smiled and said, "Well, that's all right because Johnny told me he wanted to help." And she whispered again, "Remember, the duck?" So Sally went fishing and Johnny stayed.

After several days of Johnny doing both his chores and Sally's, he finally couldn't stand it any longer. He came to Grandma and confessed that he killed the duck. She knelt down, gave him a hug, and said, "Sweetheart, I know. You see, I was standing at the window and I saw the whole thing. But because I love you, I forgave you. But I was just wondering how long would you let Sally make a slave of you."

I don't know what's in your past. I don't know what one sin the enemy keeps throwing up in your face. But whatever it is, I want you to know something.  Jesus Christ was standing at the window and He saw the whole thing. But because He loves you, He is ready to forgive you. Perhaps He's wondering how long you'll let the enemy make a slave out of you. The great thing about God is that He not only forgives, but He forgets. -- Author Unknown
“All In-Marriage”
January 14-15, 2006

Sometimes, you wish the public didn’t keep track:
Question: If you could live forever, would you and why?

Answer: "I would not live forever, because we should not live forever, because if we were supposed to live forever, then we would live forever, but we cannot live forever, which is why I would not live forever,"--Miss Alabama in the 1994 Miss USA contest.

``````````````````````````````````

"Smoking kills. If you're killed, you've lost a very important part of your life,"   --Brooke Shields, during an interview to become Spokesperson for federal anti-smoking campaign.

  `````````````````````````````````````````````````

"Your food stamps will be stopped effective March 1992 because we received notice that you passed away. May God bless you. You may reapply if there is a change in your circumstances."

  --Department of Social Services, Greenville, South Carolina

  ````````````````````````````````````````````

  "If somebody has a bad heart, they can plug this jack in at night as they go to bed and it will monitor their heart throughout the night. And the next morning, when they wake up dead, there'll be a record."

--Mark S. Fowler, FCC Chairman


One of my favorite topics to address, so I will also be sharing some of my favorite stories…..I am an imperfect practitioner; I can promise and assure you of that!  Some of you are much better at parts of this than I am…and I honor you today…

Part of the problem we have with marriage today is a misunderstanding of its purpose. If I polled this audience right now and asked you God’s purpose for marriage you probably give me a variety of answers. Some would say it’s for children, some that it’s an outlet for sex, some trying to sound spiritual would say it’s for handing down the faith. I bet the majority, if we were honest would say that we got married because they thought it would make them happy. After all, that initial romance is great. We fall in love, the relationship deepens and we assume that once we get married all those feelings will multiply. Yet, within a few months, most married couples find that it’s a little more complicated than that.


Here’s a secret that’s the key to understanding marriage. The purpose of marriage is not to make you happy. It is to make you holy.  Marriage is a means by which God shapes our character, making us more like him.  Here’s how it works. In marriage God brings two people together like complimenting pieces of a jigsaw puzzle. There’s a slight problem. The pieces don’t completely fit together. There are rough edges that need to be smoothed and marriage is the process that’s supposed to make it happen.

God’s overarching purpose in marriage is to make us holy. Happiness is a byproduct. It’s something that we receive back when both partners uphold their end of the process. In a simple way the Bible tells us how to achieve both the holiness and the happiness God wants us to have in our marriages.  

Marriage is a covenant (see Malachi 2:13-14)
“Another thing you do: You flood the LORD’S altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. You ask, “Why?” It is because the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.” (Malachi 2:13-14)

Marriage is a spiritual union that surpasses all others

“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.” (Ephesians 5:31-33)

A Biblical marriage is honoring to Christ, fulfilling to Husbands and Wives, strength to children, and a witness to the world

A Biblical marriage is built to last (see Mark 10:9)
Mark 10:9  “Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate”

Cars and consumer products all are designed with the notion of  “planned obsolescence”.  In other words, the manufacturers do not want them to last forever.  But marriage is different.  God’s design is for the family to have stability.  In order for that to happen, we have to stay on the playing field…divorce not an option!

There has been some research suggesting that men have specifically different needs.  The following list comes from Dr. Willard Harley’s book, His Needs, Her Needs. Statistically these are the top five needs of most men. These aren’t true for every man, but in general they rank as the top five. 

1. Sexual fulfillment…don’t look so surprised!
2. Recreational companionship
3. An attractive spouse
4. Domestic support  (Cosby’s comment, “Men are brilliant at being stupid)
5. Admiration


Interestingly enough, in my 25 years of pastoral ministry, I have observed that the last one on this list is probably the most critical.  I actually think that the number one need of men is respect

Showing respect is an act of grace made possible by the power of God

When does a husband need his wife’s respect the most? 
1. When he deserves it the least
2. When he is receiving it from no one else


“What a Woman Needs”

I recently read a story that pictures the typical husband. It’s the story of the businessman whose wife was experiencing depression. She began to mope around and be sad, lifeless, no light in her eyes, no spring in her step, joyless. It became so bad that this “man of the world” did what any sophisticated person would do.  He made an appointment with a psychiatrist. On the appointed day, they went to the psychiatrist’s office, sat down with him and began to talk. It wasn’t long before the wise doctor realized what the problem was. So without saying a word, he simply stood, walked over in front of the woman’s chair, signaled her to stand, took her by the hands, looked at her in the eyes for a long time, then gathered her into his arms and gave her a big, warm hug.  You could see the change come over the woman. Her face softened, her eyes lit up. She immediately relaxed. Her whole face glowed. Stepping back, the doctor said to the husband, “See, that’s all she needs.” With that, the man said, “Okay, I’ll bring her in Tuesday and Thursday each week, but I have to play golf on the other afternoons.” (#263)


Top 5 Needs of Wives (from the same book above)

1) Affection

Time, notes, etc.
 

2) Conversation


If you want to have the wife of your dreams begin to practice real conversation. Your wife needs it. Women are wired with the need to communicate.

3. Honesty & Openness 


No real or lasting intimacy without transparency!  Trust is the foundation of a relationship.  No truth?  No trust.

4. Financial Support

"Whatever women say in public about their willingness to share the burden of making a living, in private I hear something entirely different. Married women tell me they resent working, if their working is an absolute necessity. Even part-time work sometimes irritates them if their income has to help pay for basic living expenses."
(Willard F. Harley, Jr., His Needs, Her Needs, p. 122.)
I know I’m swimming counterculture here; but even in those relationships where a wife works outside the home and makes the most money, I think it is critical for the man’s sake to have the respect of his wife, and for his wife’s sake to see the husband as a provider even if that doesn’t mean the most $$ in the relationship. 

5. Commitment to the Family

Learn what makes your spouse tick.  Learn what ticks your spouse off.  Be gentle and careful.  Live and love them tenderly.

Would the 10 year, 20 year, 25 year, 30 year, 40 year, 50 year, over 50 please stand up!

On their 50th wedding anniversary a man and his wife were at home in bed. She said, "Honey, how about stroking my hair the way you did on our honeymoon." So he did.
Then she said, "Dear, how about cuddling the way we did on our honeymoon." So he did.
Next, she said, "Sweetheart, how about nibbling on my ear the way you did on our honeymoon." Abruptly, he got out of bed and left the room.
She called out, "Honey, what’s the matter? Where are you going?"
He hollered back, "I’ve got to get my teeth."

Men & Women..Be willing to go get your teeth!
All-In Marriage Steps….

Surrender your rights


Holiness not happiness

Shoulder your responsibilities


Accept what you can do and release what you are not responsible for

Strengthen your resolve


Be around people who believe in marriage and will sow life into you, not speak death to you!
ON GOLDEN POND VIDEO CLIP
Have an All-In Marriage!
Protect your marriage by refusing to play with fire…the grass is not greener on the other side, it is greener where you water it…
Positive affirmation in regular doses

Polite talk and respect

Play together….attention, affection, and adventure

Persevere….tough times will come!

 “All In Parenting”

January 21-22, 2006

VIDEO….Kids do the funniest things…

Gold, Common Sense and Fur 
By Linda C. Stafford   

My husband and I had been happily (most of the time) married for five years but hadn't been blessed with a baby.  I decided to do some serious praying and promised God that if he would give us a child, I would be a perfect mother, love it with all my heart and raise it with his word as my guide. 
      
God answered my prayers and blessed us with a son.  The next year God blessed us with another son.  The following year, he blessed us with yet another son.  The year after that we were blessed with a daughter. 
      
My husband thought we'd been blessed right into poverty.  We now had four children, and the oldest was only four years old. 
      
I learned never to ask God for anything unless I meant it.  As a minister once told me, "If you pray for rain, make sure you carry an umbrella." 
      
I began reading a few verses of the Bible to the children each day as they lay in their cribs.  I was off to a good start.  God had entrusted me with four children and I didn't want to disappoint him. 
      
I tried to be patient the day the children smashed two dozen eggs on the kitchen floor searching for baby chicks.  I tried to be understanding when they started a hotel for homeless frogs in the spare bedroom, although it took me nearly two hours to catch all twenty-three frogs. 
      
When my daughter poured ketchup all over herself and rolled up in a blanket to see how it felt to be a hot dog, I tried to see the humor rather than the mess. 
      
In spite of changing over twenty-five thousand diapers, never eating a hot meal and never sleeping for more than thirty minutes at a time, I still thank God daily for my children. 
      
While I couldn't keep my promise to be a perfect mother – I didn't even come close – I did keep my promise to raise them in the Word of God. 
      
I knew I was missing the mark just a little when I told my daughter we were going to church to worship God, and she wanted to bring a bar of soap along to "wash up" Jesus, too. 
      
Something was lost in the translation when I explained that God gave us everlasting life, and my son thought it was generous of God to give us his "last wife." 
      
My proudest moment came during the children's Christmas pageant.  My daughter was playing Mary, two of my sons were shepherds and my youngest son was a wise man.  This was their moment to shine. 
      
My five-year-old shepherd had practiced his line, "We found the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes."  But he was nervous and said, "The baby was wrapped in wrinkled clothes." 
      
My four-year-old "Mary" said, "That's not 'wrinkled clothes,' silly.  That's dirty, rotten clothes." 
      
A wrestling match broke out between Mary and the shepherd and was stopped by an angel, who bent her halo and lost her left wing. 
      
I slouched a little lower in my seat when Mary dropped the doll representing Baby Jesus, and it bounced down the aisle crying, "Mama-mama."  Mary grabbed the doll, wrapped it back up and held it tightly as the wise men arrived. 
      
My other son stepped forward wearing a bathrobe and a paper crown, knelt at the manger and announced, "We are the three wise men, and we are bringing gifts of gold, common sense and fur." 
      
The congregation dissolved into laughter, and the pageant got a standing ovation. 
      
"I've never enjoyed a Christmas program as much as this one," Father Brian laughed, wiping tears from his eyes.  "For the rest of my life, I'll never hear the Christmas story without thinking of gold, common sense and fur." 
      
"My children are my pride and my joy and my greatest blessing," I said as I dug through my purse for an aspirin. 

TODAY we are going to learn what it means to be “All-In” as Parents….famous OT passage…SHEMA
“These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, promised you.” (Deuteronomy 6:1-3)
God teaches us so that we can teach others (see II Timothy 2:2, II Corinthians 1:3-7)
Honoring God as God is All-In living….

Fully devoted, fully engaged, fully identified

It’s not just about knowing, it is about obeying

You teach what you know…you reproduce who you are…
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)

God is the one and only…and to know Him is to be All In!

Can’t have “$3 worth of God”
Loving God is our first responsibility…ALL IN!

“Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:34-40)

God’s commandments are to be in us


What is the condition of our relationship with God?  More gets caught than ever gets taught….STEP Parenting..”Insta-Mom/dad”….High Need Child…unity within the home

God’s commandments get lived through us….



Just what is “impress them” on your children?



Talk , talk, talk…it is what parent’s do!  (Mt. 13…sowing seed)



Make it real…say it, spray it, wheel it, deal it

Parenting…what controls are o.k…at which ages?  (4 year old restrained from the street, 8, 12, 20)….Thou shalt teach them diligently—שננתם  shinnantam, from שנן  shanan, to repeat, iterate, or do a thing again and again; hence to whet or sharpen any instrument, which is done by reiterated friction or grinding. 
But for the love of God to be of the right kind, the commandments of God must be laid to heart, and be the constant subject of thought and conversation. “Upon thine heart:” i.e., the commandments of God were to be an affair of the heart, and not merely of the memory (cf. Deut 11:18). They were to be enforced upon the children, talked of at home and by the way, in the evening on lying down and in the morning on rising up, i.e., everywhere and at all times; they were to be bound upon the hand for a sign, and worn as bands (frontlets) between the eyes (see at Ex 13:16). 
So…let’s get intensely personal here…how do we make it real??...TRANSITION HERE!
VIDEO on discipline…

Discipline promotes changed character and behavior.  It is done in love and produces security and growth.  

Punishment inflicts penalty to correct wrongs, is typically done in anger and produces fear, guilt, and anger.

All-In Goal:  The aim of Biblical parenting is to have your children know God and honor Him with their lives.

“All-In Parenting Demands Full Engagement”

1)  Make sure God is first in your family decision tree

The first commandment tells us that we are to worship God alone and not have any other Gods before Him.  Our children need to know that God has first claim on the family future and the process of decision making in our homes.  When you start making decisions, is prayer and spiritual reflection the first step?

This has many applications.  In our own life, the first check we write out of every paycheck is our offering back to God.  The last thing we do at night is pray to God and the first place we turn in a moment of decision, crisis or difficulty is to God.

2)  Live out your faith in front of your kids

80% of all decisions for Christ are made before the age of 18.  As parents, our most powerful teaching tool comes in the journey of our own faith that we walk day by day.  Here is a list of parental roles from the Bible:

Example(I Kings 5:4, I Corinthians 11:1)

Teach(Deut. 6:7, 4:9, 31:13)

Train(Prov. 22:6)

Provide For (II Cor. 12:14)

Nurture(Eph. 6:4)

Control(I Tim. 3:4)

Love (Titus 2:4)

Correct (Prov. 13:24, 22:15, 23:13-14, 19:?)

“You teach what you know, you reproduce what you are.”

3)  Develop the heart of your child

“Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.”(Proverbs 4:23)

Raising children sometimes raises blood pressure.  Why?  We don’t know what to do, and it is an awesome responsibility.  Two major mistakes that parent’s often find ourselves trapped in is raising children the way we were and comparing our children to each other.  If we want to guard the heart of our children, then we need to know where we are aiming.

Parents who “aim the arrow well” as parents take specific responsibility to establish the trajectory of their child’s life.  In some ways this cuts across the grain of modern culture where people literally are “finding themselves”.  But, it makes common sense that we have parental authority and responsibility to guide our children.  One Christian author that I have enjoyed puts it this way:

“The purpose for your authority (as a parent) in the lives of your children is not to hold them under your power, but to empower them to be self-controlled people living freely under the authority of God”(Shepherding a Child’s Heart, Tripp, p. 13-14)

You are not raising children…You are raising mature followers of Jesus Christ

So what do you do when things are falling apart in your parent-child relationships?  
TURN….

FORGIVE….

ASK FOR WISDOM

(See Colossians 3:12-14, James 1:5, 5:13-16)

A Biblical answer is, you turn.  You turn your children, you turn your parents, you turn your family over to God in prayer.  And, you offer forgiveness to your family members in the same way as God offers forgiveness to us.  Confess to God your part in the process and turn that over to Him.  He'll deal with the sin and wrongdoing in family member's lives.  But you turn towards Him and He'll heal your heart.

When the family is sideways, you pray to God and you wear a hole in your carpet until the right people are in place and the right heart is there in your child or family member.  I'm sorry that I don't have a more eloquent and grandly worded sentiment to offer you.  The real, tangible, and practical truth is that the very best thing you can do for your children when they turn sideways is to pray.  When the relationship with your parents is at its worst is when you go to God with the greatest passionate plea for peace.

"Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective."(James 5:13-16)

 “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. “ (James 1:5)
"Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity."  (Colossians 3:12-14)


Prayer has to cover and surround your life in these matters.  It is the one thing we do where heaven immediately intersects earth.  And, it changes our heart as we get close to the heart of God.  It is the most powerful weapon we have here on earth.

But, there is one more thing that simply must be done in order to restore influence and harmony in the family.  That is to live with forgiveness as Christ modeled it for us.  When He gave His life on the cross one of His final acts was to forgive those standing around Him who had put Him there.


Friends, life is too short to live it with a root of anger and bitterness.  The Bible says to keep short accounts and live at peace with others.  If we carry a root of anger and bitterness, the Bible says it will devour us.


Does this mean we just give a "free pass" to family members to trample on us and take advantage of us?  No, not at all.  Sometimes the most loving thing to do in the life of an adult child or a wayward parent is to set the boundaries of tough love.  But, in so doing, there must always be a willingness to forgive, rather than to nurture a heart filled with anger and lack of forgiveness.  Jesus literally offered forgiveness to the people who placed Him on the cross.  We simply must learn to offer forgiveness to family members who have deeply wounded us and live out God's game plan for families.   And, we have to ask forgiveness of those we have wounded, even when it is our children whether they are grown or still at home.
Here is an acronym that might be helpful as you move into the week.  PARENT:

Pray

Act on God's Word

Recognize your responsibility

Establish your family values

Navigate with love

Trust God for wisdom

Resources:

www.family.org
“Shepherding a Child’s Heart’ by Tedd Tripp

“Child Training Tips” by Reb Bradley

“What the Bible Says About Child Training” by Richard Fugate

“How Your Family Can Flourish” by Ray Ballman

“All In-Singleness”
January 28-29, 2006

How does it look at the end?  Consider these tombstone markers…
Harry Edsel Smith, Albany, New York
Born 1903 - Died 1942 Looked up the elevator shaft to see if the car was on the way down. It was.

 

Johnny Yeast, New Mexico
Here lies Johnny Yeast Pardon him for not rising

 

Jonathan Fiddle, England
On the 22nd of June, Jonathan Fiddle went out of tune

I’ve done some surveying…here are some reasons singles can be grateful for singleness!

*  The remote control is all yours—so there are no "discussions" over whether you're watching the Monday night movie or Monday Night Football.

*  You can eat ice cream right out of the container, which is especially important when it comes to Ben & Jerry's.

*  You can leave the house messy and no one will complain or you can leave the house spotless and no one will clutter it.

*  The toilet paper always goes over the top of the roll. And the toilet seat is always down (or up)

*  You can take long showers and use up all the hot water. And no one will flush the toilet and scald you while you're there.

*  No one drinks all the milk and then puts the empty container back into the refrigerator.

*  No one uses all the ice cubes and returns the empty tray to the freezer.

*  You can cut coupons out of the paper without worrying about someone wanting to read the article on the other side.

*  You can go out of town on a pampering weekend without consulting somebody else's schedule.

*  You have uninterrupted time with God.

While some songs proclaim that “one is the loneliest number that you’ve ever seen”, the media also often makes us feel like someday singleness will be all better when we stop being single….VIDEO

Today…I want us to hear and understand that God has special benefits, opportunities, and challenges for Single Adults.  I have asked a number of single adults to help me out this weekend with some thoughts about being single at church.   The truth is, the church can be one of the most painful places for single adults when it should be the most healing.  There are, of course, many different kinds of single adults:  single never married (by choice or circumstance), single previously married and divorced, single previously married and widowed, single with children from a previous marriage, single with children from a previous relationship.  


The church however often positions, practices, and communicates that singleness is a disease.  In too many cases we forget the fact that Jesus Christ may have been the Son of God, but he was also a Single Adult, and as such he experienced all of the feelings and asked all of the questions that Single Adults have asked since the beginning of time.

Each one of us stands before God alone.  Hebrews 9:27 tells us that there is a time to die, and then the judgement.  When we stand alone before God, we stand as whole people.  We don’t stand before God as couples (though we are accountable for our marriages), as parents (though we are accountable for our parenting).  At this church, I promise you that we will never have a class for 20-40 year olds called “pairs and spares”!  Let’s talk about some of the benefits, opportunities and challenges that exist for Singles
Benefits, Opportunities & Challenges for “All-In” Singles….
1) Singleness can be a calling from God

“Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good for a man not to marry. But since there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband I say this as a concession, not as a command. I wish that all men were as I am. But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that.  Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am. But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with passion.”   (I Corinthians 7:1-2, 6-9)
2) Singleness can be a great spiritual opportunity
 “I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs—how he can please the Lord. But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world—how he can please his wife—and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the affairs of this world—how she can please her husband. I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.” (I Corinthians 7:32-35)
QUOTE:  If you could get married folks to realize one thing, it would be......that we're as vital and valuable as Christian's as a married person. We're not incomplete, or losers.  Singleness is not a curse or a punishment, but an opportunity for personal and spiritual growth that is often not available to a busy married person. 

3) You must decide to seize the moment!

QUOTE:  What part of singleness do you love the most?  What do you struggle with the most? What I truly love most about being single, is our Singles Life Team Bible Study here at CVC. Getting together in a non-threatening atmosphere with other Christian men and women, sharing and expanding our faith, providing emotional support, friendship and fellowship. I know I'm not the only participant that looks at it, as the highlight of my week.  It's the best opportunity to learn what makes the "other gender" tick, getting godly perspectives on our own mistakes and learning from them rather than repeating them.  It's not about "finding someone" other than the most awesome, right minded Christian, that "I" can become as I grow in God's grace. We all have value, we all have a place, we all laugh, we all cry and we are all "pedaling as fast as we can..." It's also cool as a single, that if you have a buy-one, get-one free at Jamba Juice, you can have them both! …THIS PERSON LATER SAID ONE OF THE HARD THINGS IS NOT HAVING SOMEONE TO SHARE IT WITH)

QUOTE:  This isn’t a very spiritual answer ( -  but….the thing I love most about being single right now is that (for the most part) I don’t have to consult with anyone about my schedule. I can come and go as I please without having to worry about how my schedule decisions directly impact a significant other.

The thing that I struggle with most about being single is, oddly enough, directly related to what I love most about it. Occasionally, it would be nice to have someone who wants to butt their nose into my schedule (
4) God has a purpose for your life

"I cry out to God Most High, to God, who fulfills His purpose for me." (Psalm 57:2)

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10)
QUOTE:  I love being single because I get to have my own schedule.  I don't have to worry about working around two schedules but just one!  The biggest struggle is knowing that ultimately I would love to be married and I just have to wait on God's timing.  Just because I am not married....don't feel sorry for me.  Don't complain about what your spouse doesn't do; remember that if you are telling this to a single person they are doing everything on their own.

 

Being single does not mean that you have no divine game plan for your life!  Every single adult has a God-game-plan that has been prepared for you since the beginning of time!

5) The church has a special responsibility to widows and orphans

“Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need. But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God. The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help” (I Timothy 5:3-5)

“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” (James 1:27)
NOTE THE BALANCE IN THESE VERSES.  Widows should be cared for by their families.  But, if there is no family to care for, Widows deserve special treatment.  IN MANY RESPECTS, I CONSIDER SINGLE MOTHERS TO BE WIDOWS IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.

QUOTE:  If you have children, what is one aspect of single parenting that most two-parent families have "no clue" about??  When you're a single parent, you have no soft place to fall for support when you're under great  stress, no one to step in and take over if you're ill. You're still soley responsible for rent, bills, food, bills,  medical visits, bills,  tire rotation, bills and transportation, ad infinitum. You can't make a "honey-do" list. You may be a great parent but dad's can't teach the girlie stuff and mom's can't teach little boys the fine art of being disgusting. 

QUOTE:  When there are two parents in the home you have a team.  Being a single parent there is no team or reinforcements available.  There is not a husband/wife to share your children's precious moments with.  Try to be mom and dad all the time...and then you've got it.    

6) Maintaining sexual purity is a God-honoring challenge for single adults of all ages

Let’s face it, this is one of the challenges of life.  Here at CVC, we want to be clear.  Sex is good…God made it for our pleasure!  But, let’s be just as clear:  Sex before or outside the covenant of marriage is just plain sin, rebellion against God and against His standards.  The Bible speaks clearly, consistently, and compelling about this subject. Furthermore, the statistics on couples that live together before they get married are challenging…the divorce rate is SUBSTANTIALLY higher for those who live together before marriage.

“Single through no fault or choice of my own, I am unable to express my sexuality in the 
beauty and intimacy of Christian marriage, as God intended...To seek to do this outside of marriage is, by the clear teaching of Scripture, to sin against God and my own nature. I have no alternative but to live a life of voluntary celibacy...chaste not only in body, but in mind and spirit...I want to go on record as having proved that for those who are committed to do God’s will, His commands are His enablings.”  Margaret Clarkson in Homemade, Dec. 1989

Whazzuppp Now??

Appreciate the gifts God has given you

Admit your need for God’s hand and help

Allow God to surround you with those who will help you honor Him

Accelerate your pursuit of God’s vision for your life
THE WILL OF GOD

The will of God will never take you, Where the grace of God cannot keep you. Where the arms of God cannot support you, Where the riches of God cannot supply your needs, Where the power of God cannot endow you.

The will of God will never take you, Where the spirit of God cannot work through you, Where the wisdom of God cannot teach you, Where the army of God cannot protect you, Where the hands of God cannot mold you.

The will of God will never take you, Where the love of God cannot enfold you, Where the mercies of God cannot sustain you, Where the peace of God cannot calm your fears, Where the authority of God cannot overrule for you.

The will of God will never take you, Where the comfort of God cannot dry your tears, Where the Word of God cannot feed you, Where the miracles of God cannot be done for you, Where the omnipresence of God cannot find you. Author Unknown

    
One thing - among many  - that Satan hates to hear is the Body of Christ 

professing the Bible to be the word of God.  How, Powerful to have your 

congregation declare this:

Hopefully, this will encourage Believers to bring the Bible with them to 

church.

    This is my Bible - I am what it says I am

    I have what it says I have

    I can do what it says I can do

    Today I will be taught the Word of God

    I bodly confess my mind is alert - my heart is receptive

    I will never be the same

    I am about to receive the incorruptible, indestructible, 

    ever-living seed of the Word of God

    I will never be the same

    Never, never, never.

    I will never be the same In Jesus name.  Amen

Sure would be nice to have this printed on a card.

> YOU WILL NEVER BE SORRY...

> 

> ...for thinking before acting.

> ...for hearing before judging.

> 

> ...for forgiving your enemies.

> ...for being candid and frank.

> 

> ...for helping a fallen brother.

> ...for being honest in business.

> 

> ...for thinking before speaking.

> ...for being loyal to your church.

> 

> ...for standing by your principles.

> ...for closing your ears to gossip.

> 

> ...for bridling a slanderous tongue.

> ...for harboring pure thoughts.

> 

> ...for sympathizing with the afflicted.

> ...for being courteous and kind to all.

> 

> -- Author Unknown

TROUBLE TREE

The carpenter I hired to help me restore an old farmhouse had just finished a rough first day on the job.  A flat tire made him lose an hour of work, his electric saw quit, and now his ancient pickup truck refused to start.

While I drove him home, he sat in stony silence.  On arriving, he invited me in to meet his family.  As we walked toward the front door, he paused briefly at a small tree, touching tips of the branches with both hands.

When opening the door, he underwent an amazing transformation. His tanned face was wreathed in smiles and he hugged his two small children and gave his wife a kiss.

Afterward he walked me to the car.  We passed the tree and my curiosity got the better of me.  I asked him about what I had seen him do earlier.

  "Oh, that's my trouble tree," he replied.  "I know I can't help having troubles on the job, but one thing's for sure, troubles don't belong in the house with my wife and the children.  So I just hang them up on the tree every night when I come home.  Then in the morning I pick them up again."

"Funny thing is," he smiled, "when I come out in the morning to pick 'em up, there ain't nearly as many as I remember hanging up the night before."

-- Author Unknown

Subject: Fwd: To My Friends and family

 

To realize the value of ten years: Ask a newly divorced couple.
 
To realize the value of four years: Ask a graduate.
 
To realize the value of one year: Ask a student who has failed a final exam.
 
To realize the value of nine months: Ask a mother who gave birth to a still born.
 
To realize the value of one month: Ask a mother who has given birth to a premature baby.
 
To realize the value of one week: Ask an editor of a weekly newspaper.
 
To realize the value of one hour: Ask the lovers who are waiting to meet.
 
To realize the value of one minute: Ask a person who has missed the train, bus or plane.
 
To realize the value of one-second: Ask a person who has survived an accident.
 
To realize the value of one millisecond: Ask the person who has won a silver medal in the Olympics
 
Time waits for no one. Treasure every moment you have.
You will treasure it even more when you can share it with someone special.
 
To realize the value of a friend: Lose one.


The origin of this letter is unknown,

“All in Finances”:  Matthew 6:19-24

February 4-5, 2006

People who live beyond their means must always be given a lot of credit.
If you think nobody cares you are alive, just miss a couple monthly payments.
Many people have finally realized that money can't buy happiness. Now they're trying credit cards.
"I have to have a raise," the man said to his boss.  "Three other companies after me."   "Is that so?" asked the manager.   "What other companies are after you?"  "My mortgage company, the electric company, and the telephone company."
Sign in the store window: Use our easy credit plan – 100% down and 0% monthly payments.
Car sickness is what some adults suffer from every month when they have to make their car payment.
These days it’s easy to buy a $50,000 car, just buy a $15,000 car with 48 monthly payments!
The Value of Values

We live in a world with mixed up values.  Not only is consumer debt spiraling out of control, but the National debt is over 5 trillion dollars.  In excess of $20,000 for every man, woman, child.  Repaying it would take 13,500 years if we paid back a million dollars per day if no interest and no further debt.  Furthermore, while Americans are clearly the most generous people on the planet in absolute dollars, relatively speaking (considering our great wealth as a nation), the story is somewhat different.  Here are some recent giving numbers: 1.7% of adjusted gross income is average charitable deduction taken on Form 1040, whereas property tax and interest deduction is equal to 18%.

Money is a tool, test, and a testimony. “If therefore you have not been faithful in the use of worldly wealth, who will entrust the true riches to you?” Luke 16:11

Today I’d like to teach you about fundamental values re the use of money that often prevent or distort our ability to be “all in!” with our finances
Money Matters

4 truths that Ron Blue lifts up about money:

1) All of us have limited resources

2) There are more alternative uses of money available than money available

3) Today’s decisions determine destiny

4) The longer term our perspective, the better our decision making

4 step process to financial planning (this is not rocket science to ponder; it is Olympian to do):

1) Summarize your present situation

2) Establish your financial goals

3) Increase your cash flow margin

4) Control your cash flow

Ron Blue’s basic message:

1) God owns it all

2) Money is never an end in itself, but is merely a resource used to accomplish other goals and obligations

3) Spend less than you earn and do it for a long time and you will be financially successful

“He who gathers money little by little makes it grow” Proverbs 13:11

“Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.  My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent.  It is the Lord who judges me”(I Corinthians 4:2,4)

Only 5 things you can do with money:  give it away, spend to support lifestyle, repay debt, use for taxes, save or accumulate.

3 questions that many of us ask about the area of money are:

Will I ever have enough?

Will it continue to be enough?

How much is enough?


Think of it as like a pyramid:




Lifestyle




Debt




Savings




Taxes




Tithe

Formula:  Total income-tithe-taxes-debt-savings=lifestyle resources

The income side is important but I simply can’t go there today…I would recommend to you the number of resources that are available at www.crown.org
I have know personally the “cost” of debt, when it was not just dollars and sense, but peace and security.  The real problem with debt is that the compounding principle works against you rather than for you.  Debt effectively mortgages the future.  Furthermore, as Christians, we have an obligation to repay a debt that we incur by choice (more on this later).

Average Credit card debt is $8400 (www.cardweb.com)

Number of years it takes to pay off an $8,000 18% credit card balance with minimal monthly payments: 54 years
Americans spend more on gambling than on groceries…Average college student carries 4 cards with balance over $2300
Debt warning signs:

-You are unable to pay each month’s bills on time

-You pay the minium amounts required on your credit card bilsl

-You’ve reached your credit limits on your credit cards

-You have used a cash advance from one credit card to make a payment on others

-You regularly take cash advances on your credit cards to pay routine living expenses such as food, rent, or utilities

-You postdate checks and cover them on payday or with new borrowings

-You have no savings at all

Luke 12:15, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses”

Auto loans…my bias here.  Keep short term (3 years or less) if need to borrow at all.  Put substantial amount down so that loan balance is substantially less than value….think liquidity!

Home loans:  think affordability.  What if?(lost job, pregnancy, etc, recesssion).  Less time, more payments, etc.

In terms of  “leverage”, one factor is often overlooked:  RISK.  How much risk do you have when you put $100,000 down on a $200,000 house?  ($100,000).  How much risk do you have when you put $100,000 in a federally insured deposit institution?(theoretically, 0)

Getting out of debt:

1) Stop borrowing money!

2) Decide that you will get even and then get mad!

3) Use the debt snowball (put smallest to largest, disregarding rates, etc).  Pay off in order

4) Apply extra monies to debt reduction and to emergency savings

5) Put “saved” money into savings for large purchases or investments

Ron Blue’s Questions regarding debt:

1) Does it make economic sense?

2) Do my spouse and I have unity about taking on this debt?

3) Do I have the spiritual peace of mind or freedom to enter into this debt?

4) What personal goals and values am I meeting with this debt that can be met in no other way?

Ron Blue also makes these following points:

Debt is not a sin!  The Bible discourages the use of debt, but does not prohibit it

Debt is never the real problem.  The other issues (greed, self indulgence, fear, poor self image, etc.)

Debt is basically “money owed to anyone for anything”.

SAVINGS…

“Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its way and be wise!  It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest”(Proverbs 6:6-8)

“In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has”(Proverbs 21:20)

WASHINGTON - Americans’ personal savings rate dipped into negative territory in 2005, something that hasn’t happened since the Great Depression. Consumers depleted their savings to finance the purchases of cars and other big-ticket items.

The Commerce Department reported Monday that the savings rate fell into negative territory at minus 0.5 percent, meaning that Americans not only spent all of their after-tax income last year but had to dip into previous savings or increase borrowing.

The savings rate has been negative for an entire year only twice before — in 1932 and 1933 — two years when the country was struggling to cope with the Great Depression, a time of massive business failures and job layoffs.

Financial Freedom
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

22“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. 23But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

24“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. (Matthew 6:19-24)

Marketplace ministries/business owners

Encourages me!: Evan & Cassandra Jones…inheritance stewardship Fox’s stories of stewardship

...little girl given two pennies by mother; one for church and one for candy.  Way to Sunday School, dropped one of pennies down a drain...Oh dear, there goes God's penny.

...little boy given nickel for offering...came home, mother saw him with candy..where get money to buy? Oh, I didn't need nickel at church, usher got me in free!

10-10-80 Formula….. Freedom of Giving

Lordship…Core issue NOT peripheral

Mean household income ($50k x 1200 x 10% equals 6,000,000)

Mature 1/3:  Tithing…recognize God’s work, gratitude

Early 1/3:  We are God’s money managers, cheerful givers

Seekers:  God as supplier…recognize why people give

Principles of All-In Christian Finance That Will Last A Lifetime

1) God is the owner of everything in my life

2) I am responsible to do my best as a steward of what He has entrusted to me

3) I need to be faithful in my income and in my expenses

4) I need to give to God in accordance with the Scriptures

5) Set goals that reflect God’s heart and wise stewardship

6) Live by a spending plan that flows out of your Godly goals

7) Reduce and Eliminate Debt

8) Make a covenant commitment with your spouse to monitor your financial lives

9) Consider sharing your financial goals with others as a step of accountability

10) Practice “All In-Finances(Whole Life Stewardship)”  with your income, assets, time, talents
“All In-Work”

February 11-12, 2006

In a Podiatrist's office: 
"Time wounds all heels." 
************************** 
On a Septic Tank Truck in Oregon: 
"Yesterday's Meals on Wheels" 

On a Maternity Room door: 
"Push. Push. Push." 
************************** 
At an Optometrist's Office 
"If you don't see what you're looking for, you've come to the right place." 
************************** 
At a Car Dealership: 
"The best way to get back on your feet -- miss a car payment." 

In a Veterinarian's waiting room: 
"Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!" 

In the front yard of a Funeral Home: 
"Drive carefully. We'll wait." 

George Gallop surveys the religious opinions of Americans every year.  Most recently, he indicated that only 4% of Americans are totally non religious.  When they asked  people, there were only 4% who said “I have absolutely no interest in spiritual things.”  So out of 100 people in your work environment, only 4 of them would say, “I have no interest at all in spiritual matters.”  Most people have an interest.  

96% of Americans believe in God.  You don’t have to go out and prove God, the vast majority of people around you already believe that He exists.

77% of Americans believe the Bible is the word of God.  That means that the vast majority of people you work with already accept the Bible as the word of God—they just need to be shown what it says.

71% already believe in life after death. 

With more people becoming open about their spirituality—95% of Americans say they believe in God or a universal spirit, and 48% say they talked about their religious faith at work that day, according to the Gallup Organization—it would make sense that, along with their briefcases and laptops, people would start bringing their faith to work.  -  page 24 (Os Hillman)

ALL of life is sacred!

We have lived with a dichotomy of life.  ALL of life is sacred…but we in the church and Christian leadership have allowed there to exist a dichotomy where there really does not exist one. Men and women in the professions live discouraged and/or bifurcated lives (sacred and secular). Christian witness is diminished. The devil thwarts the growth of the Church.  Marketplace professionals marginalized in fulfilling their calling outside the walls of the church (viewed as a second class).  On behalf of the church, I want to confess and ask your forgiveness for times when you have not been affirmed in your calling.  We have not, in practice, often affirmed the priesthood of all believers…we have denied it by denying that your calling is just as holy as that of a pastor.

God is All-In for every dimension of life!

Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20)

Creation Mandate (Genesis 1:26-28)

Great Compassion (Matthew 25)

I want to advocate for an entirely different model.  It is one that I have taught internationally….God wants us to be ALL-IN in every dimension of life!
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Integrity — Influence — Impact

Dr. John Jackson, 2005
YQResources c om




In 1728, John Wesley was ordained into the Anglican priesthood.  It was assumed that preaching would take place behind a pulpit inside the four walls of a church sanctuary.  The hierarchy within the Church of England considered preaching outdoors a violation of canon law.  John Wesley broke the law and broke the mold.  

Wesley wasn’t trying to be different for difference sake.  His unorthodox methodology of “field preaching” and “circuit riding” led to disenfranchisement and death threats.  Wesley even admitted in 1772: “To this day, field preaching is a cross to me.”  So why did Wesley take his preaching offsite?  In his own words: “I look upon the world as my parish.”   Wesley preached his first outdoor sermon on April 2, 1739.  Over the next fifty years, Wesley preached more than 40,000 sermons; traveled 250,000 miles on horseback; and saw 150,000 people convert to Christ.  

Maybe we’ve quarantined the gospel within the four walls of church buildings long enough?

In the words of George McLeod: “I simply say, the cross must be raised against at the center of the marketplace as well as on the steeple of the church. I am claiming that Jesus was not crucified in a cathedral between two candles, but on a cross between two thieves; on the town garbage heap, at a crossroads so cosmopolitan that they had to write His title in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. At the kind of place where cynics talk smut, and thieves curse, and soldiers gamble, because that is where He died and that is what He died about and that is where churchmen ought to be and what churchmen ought should be about.”
To be anointed for business is to be set aside by God for service in the marketplace.  Once anointed, we are to use our job as a ministry vehicle to transform the marketplace so that the gospel will be preached to, and heard by, every creature in our sphere of influence.  The same principle applies in all areas of the marketplace:  business, education and government. – page 33, Annointed for Business, Ed Silvoso

I REALIZE WE’VE CREATED A LITTLE CONTROVERSY HERE AT THIS LOCATION AND I’M NOT SUGGESTING WE DO THIS….BUT I AM HONORED TO HAVE MET AND MINISTERED WITH THIS MAN…

Bishop Vaughn McLaughlin, in Jacksonville, Florida, has found the right way.  The Potter’s House, a congregation of 3,000 members he leads, was instrumental in purchasing a 42,000 square-foot building.  But instead of devoting it mainly to church meetings on Sundays, as most churches do, McLaughlin decided to impact the community.  The building now houses 21 businesses, including a bus terminal, financial planning service, law practice and recording studio.  According to an article written by Adrienne S. Gaines and published in Charisma, the refurbished facility “has served as an incubator for entrepreneurs within the church and broader community.  The Potter’s House covers all overhead costs; the tenants give back to the ministry as their businesses prosper, never fearing eviction.

The Potter’s House also runs a credit union and a school for 500 students who pay very low tuition.  It has also provided funding for a community youth basketball project.  Even though Bishop McLaughlin is in full-time ministry, he has also entered the marketplace by personally purchasing a facility that offers the same opportunity to 14 additional businesses.  -  pages 120-121

All-In at the Marketplace….(Colossians 3)
If you are All-In, you can….

Worship at work.  

You can actually worship through your work.  It’s never just a job, no matter what you do, it’s never just a job if you are a believer.

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:17)

Now, a lot of people are finally catching on.  Here’s an article out of John Naisbitt’s Reinventing the Corporation, the guy that wrote Megatrends.  He says:

“The new American work ethic holds that work should be fulfilling and fun; and integrated as a part of whole life planning.  More and more of us believe that work should accomplish a personal or social mission.  Today, work must provide more than just a paycheck.  We want it to express ourselves and our values.  To make a difference in society and to fit harmoniously with the other priorities—family, health and spirituality.”

And here are other people talking about how they left high-paying, prestigious jobs to get into the work God made them to get into.  To use their gifts, their talents, their abilities, their interests.  Now, choosing a career based on giftedness may mean turning down more money or promotion.  And the first step you need to take is some self-appraisal.  You need to ask yourself, “What did God make me to be?”  Notice this verse, Romans 12:3,  “...try to have a sane estimate of your capabilities by the light of the faith that God has given to you.”  Let me recommend a couple of books you might want to read.  One of them is called Finding a Job You Can Love, by Ralph Matson and Arthur Miller.  The other one’s called The Great Niche Hunt, by David Fram and Paula Reinhart—Christian books.   Larry Burkett’s Ministry, Christian Financial Concepts also has a testing vehicle called “Career Pathways” that you will find helpful.   And in these books they say, “First sit down and look at what I love to do, what do I do well.”  The point is, God does not expect you to glorify Him with gifts you don’t have.  But He does expect you to glorify Him with gifts you do have.

Witness at work…

It’s a witness of my relationship with God.  You say, “Well, I don’t talk to people about the Lord.”  You’re a witness, the question is, if you are a good one or a bad one.  You are a witness.  And it is a witness of your relationship to Christ.

God Uses Pressure At Work To Teach Me Responsibility.  

God Uses People At Work To Teach Me Relationships.   

God Uses Problems At Work To Teach Me Character.    

Serve others at work…..
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving” (Colossians 3:23-24)

-CVC goal…1,000 people giving 5 hours per month outside CVC in serving others…Life Teams….PEACE plan this file
1-By the quality of my work.  

2-By my positive attitude.  

3-By telling the Good News
VIDEO OF MISSION OPPORTUNITIES…CHANGED LIVES CHANGING LIVES…..













